
“There must be also 
heresies among you”
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 What is Heresy? 
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“Heresy”

Noah Webster (1758-1843)
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“1. A fundamental error in religion, or an error of opinion respecting 
some fundamental doctrine of religion. But in countries where there 

is an established church, an opinion is deemed heresy, when it 
differs from that of the church. The Scriptures being the standard of 
faith, any opinion that is repugnant to its doctrines, is heresy; but as 

men differ in the interpretation of Scripture, an opinion deemed 
heretical by one body of christians, may be deemed orthodox by 

another. In Scripture and primitive usage, heresy meant merely sect, 
party, or the doctrines of a sect, as we now use denomination or 

persuasion, implying no reproach.”
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1 Corinthians 11:19
“For there must be also heresies among you, that they which are 

approved may be made manifest among you.” 

Galatians 5:19-20
“Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; . . . 

heresies,” 
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“Heresy”

It is used 5 times to denote a “sect” of men who hold to their own 
peculiar set of tenets or opinions. 

(Acts 5:17; 26:5; 28:22) 
It is also used 4 times of the tenets or opinions themselves. 

(Acts 24:14; 1Co 11:19; Gal 5:20; 2Pe 2:1) 
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The American 
Sentinel, May 1, 1890 

Alonzo T. Jones (1855-1923)
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“. . . Then as the word sect means something cut off, to separate, a 
division, it is only a plain, fair use of the word to say that 

Christians form a sect. And it is no title of reproach at all therefore 
to accept the true, fair meaning of the word and say that 

Christianity is sectarian.
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“The trouble is that the bigotry of sects has attached to the word a 
meaning of reproach, and it is almost invariably used in that sense 

and to convey that idea. And from this all the different 
denominations, the different sects, that is, have become so afraid of 
the sentiment of reproach that has been instilled into the word, that 

they dare not preach that which has made them the distinct 
denominations, the sects, that they are; but must needs confine 

themselves to mere generalizations, and so have robbed themselves 
of the strength which attaches to definite truth firmly believed, 

definitely stated and insisted upon. If there was more love for truth, 
even the truth in regard to the word sect or sectarian, and less fear 
of reproach, it would be much better for all the sects. But so long as 

people fear the reproach, more than they love the truth, of what 
they profess to believe, so long will there be such a dread of 

anything sectarian as will rob them of all the virtue of the truths 
which they hold.
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“Undoubtedly Moses was held to be intensely sectarian when he 
chose the reproach of Christ more than the honors of Egypt. Paul 
we know, with all his fellow Christians, was held to be sectarian. 
They were distinctly called a sect, and rightly so, according to the 
definition of the word. The Saviour distinctly says that he came to 
send division. Paul definitely commands, "Come out from among 

them, and be ye separate." That is sectarianism; it is the right kind 
of sectarianism too. If there were more of it in this land which 
boasts so much Christianity, those who profess the Christianity 

would not need to be calling upon the United States Government 
for help in causing Christianity to be received, and its institutions 

observed.”
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 A More Sure Word of Prophecy 
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2 Peter 1:19-21
“We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well 

that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until 
the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts: Knowing this 

first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private 
interpretation. For the prophecy came not in old time by the will 
of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the 

Holy Ghost.”
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1 Thessalonians 5:21
“Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.”
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 A Falling Away Foretold 
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2 Thessalonians 2:3
“Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, 

except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be 
revealed, the son of perdition.”
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Revelation 2:4
“Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left 

thy first love.”
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Acts 20:28-31
“Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the 

which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the 
church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood. For I 
know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in 
among you, not sparing the flock. Also of your own selves shall 

men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after 
them. Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three 

years I ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears.”
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Acts 17:16-21
“Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit was stirred in 

him, when he saw the city wholly given to idolatry. Therefore 
disputed he in the synagogue with the Jews, and with the devout 

persons, and in the market daily with them that met with him. 
Then certain philosophers of the Epicureans, and of the Stoicks, 

encountered him. And some said, What will this babbler say? 
other some, He seemeth to be a setter forth of strange gods: 

because he preached unto them Jesus, and the resurrection. And 
they took him, and brought him unto Areopagus, saying, May we 

know what this new doctrine, whereof thou speakest, is? For thou 
bringest certain strange things to our ears: we would know 

therefore what these things mean. (For all the Athenians and 
strangers which were there spent their time in nothing else, but 

either to tell, or to hear some new thing.)”
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1 Corinthians 1:18-31
“For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; 

but unto us which are saved it is the power of God. For it is 
written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to 
nothing the understanding of the prudent. Where is the wise? 

where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not 
God made foolish the wisdom of this world? For after that in the 
wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased 

God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. For 
the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom: But we 
preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling-block, and unto 
the Greeks foolishness; But unto them which are called, both Jews 

and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God.
[concluded on next slide]
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“Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the 
weakness of God is stronger than men. For ye see your calling, 

brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many 
mighty, not many noble, are called: But God hath chosen the 

foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath 
chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which 

are mighty; And base things of the world, and things which are 
despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to 

bring to nought things that are: That no flesh should glory in his 
presence. But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made 

unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and 
redemption: That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let 

him glory in the Lord.”
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2 Thessalonians 2:10-12
“And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; 

because they received not the love of the truth, that they might 
be saved. And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, 
that they should believe a lie: That they all might be damned who 

believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.”



22

“The Place of the Bible 
in Education,” 

p. 14

Alonzo T. Jones (1855-1923)
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“Socrates was not a ‘philosopher,’ nor yet a ‘teacher,’ but rather an 
‘educator,’ having for his function ‘to rouse, persuade, and 

rebuke.’” – Plato, Apology, 30 E. Hence, in examining his life’s 
work, it is proper to ask, not, “What was his philosophy?” but, 

“What was his theory, and what was his practice, of education?” 
He was brought to his theory of education by the study of 

previous philosophies, and his practice led to the Platonic revival .
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“Socrates theory of education has for its basis a PROFOUND AND 
CONSISTENT SKEPTICISM.”
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Taking his departure from some apparently remote principle or 
proposition to which the respondent yielded a ready assent, 
Socrates would draw from it an unexpected but undeniable 

consequence which was plainly inconsistent with the opinion 
impugned. In this way, he brought his interlocutor to pass 

judgment upon himself, and reduced him to a state of “doubt,” or 
“perplexity.” “Before I ever met you,” says Meno in the Dialogue 
which Plato called by his name, “I was told that you spent your 

time in doubting, and leading others to doubt; and it is a fact that 
your witcheries and spells have brought me to that condition.”
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2 Peter 2:1-3
“But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there 

shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in 
damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and 
bring upon themselves swift destruction. And many shall follow 

their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be 
evil spoken of. And through covetousness shall they with feigned 
words make merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long 

time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not.”
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Titus 1:9-11
“Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may 

be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the 
gainsayers. For there are many unruly and vain talkers and 

deceivers, specially they of the circumcision: Whose mouths must 
be stopped, who subvert whole houses, teaching things which 

they ought not, for filthy lucre’s sake.”



28

2 Peter 3:16
“As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which 

are some things hard to be understood, which they that are 
unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other 

scriptures, unto their own destruction.”
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Comments 
on 

2 Peter 3:16

Albert Barnes (1798-1870)
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“Which they that are unlearned – The evil here adverted to is that 
which arises in cases where those without competent knowledge 

undertake to become expounders of the word of God. It is not 
said that it is not proper for them to attempt to become 

instructed by the aid of the sacred writings; but the danger is, that 
without proper views of interpretation, of language, and of 
ancient customs, they might be in danger of perverting and 
abusing certain portions of the writings of Paul. Intelligence 
among the people is everywhere in the Bible presumed to be 

proper in understanding the sacred Scriptures; and ignorance may 
produce the same effects in interpreting the Bible which it will 

produce in interpreting other writings. 
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“Every good thing is liable to abuse; but the proper way to correct 
this evil, and to remove this danger, is not to keep the people in 
ignorance, or to appoint some one to be an infallible interpreter; 
it is to remove the ignorance itself by enlightening the people, 
and rendering them better qualified to understand the sacred 

oracles. The way to remove error is not to perpetuate ignorance it 
is to enlighten the mind, so that it may be qualified to appreciate 

the truth.
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“And unstable – Who have no settled principles and views. The evil 
here adverted to is that which arises where those undertake to 

interpret the Bible who have no established principles. They 
regard nothing as settled. They have no landmarks set up to guide 

their inquiries. They have no stability in their character, and of 
course nothing can be regarded as settled in their methods of 

interpreting the Bible. They are under the control of feeling and 
emotion, and are liable to embrace one opinion to-day, and 

another directly opposite to-morrow.”
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1 Timothy 1:3-7
“As I besought thee to abide still at Ephesus, when I went into 
Macedonia, that thou mightest charge some that they teach no 

other doctrine, Neither give heed to fables and endless 
genealogies, which minister questions, rather than godly edifying 

which is in faith: so do. Now the end of the commandment is 
charity out of a pure heart, and of a good conscience, and of faith 
unfeigned: From which some having swerved have turned aside 

unto vain jangling; Desiring to be teachers of the law; 
understanding neither what they say, nor whereof they affirm.”
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 We Must Meet the Same Danger 
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2 Timothy 4:2-4
“Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, 
rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. For the time 
will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after 
their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having 
itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, 

and shall be turned unto fables.”
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Life Sketches from the 
Life of Paul, 
pp. 278, 279

Ellen G. White (1827-1915)
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The people of God living near the close of time should learn a lesson 
from this experience of Paul’s. We should not be disheartened 

because those who have no love for truth refuse to be convinced 
by the clearest evidence. We need not flatter ourselves that the 
formal and world-loving churches of this age are more ready to 

receive the teachings of God’s word than were those of ages past. 
Paul’s worst enemies were among the Jews, who made the highest 
claims to godliness. It was to this class that Christ said, “Ye know 

not the Scriptures, neither the power of God.” The most bitter 
opposers of truth today are found among those who profess to be 

its defenders.
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Great Controversy, 
pp. 522-524

Ellen G. White (1827-1915)
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It is a masterpiece of Satan’s deceptions to keep the minds of men 
searching and conjecturing in regard to that which God has not 

made known and which He does not intend that we shall 
understand. It was thus that Lucifer lost his place in heaven. He 
became dissatisfied because all the secrets of God’s purposes 

were not confided to him, and he entirely disregarded that which 
was revealed concerning his own work in the lofty position 
assigned him. By arousing the same discontent in the angels 

under his command, he caused their fall. Now he seeks to imbue 
the minds of men with the same spirit and to lead them also to 

disregard the direct commands of God
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Those who are unwilling to accept the plain, cutting truths of the 
Bible are continually seeking for pleasing fables that will quiet the 

conscience. The less spiritual, self-denying, and humiliating the 
doctrines presented, the greater the favor with which they are 

received. These persons degrade the intellectual powers to serve 
their carnal desires. Too wise in their own conceit to search the 
Scriptures with contrition of soul and earnest prayer for divine 
guidance, they have no shield from delusion. Satan is ready to 

supply the heart's desire, and he palms off his deceptions in the 
place of truth. It was thus that the papacy gained its power over 

the minds of men; and by rejection of the truth because it involves 
a cross, Protestants are following the same path.
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All who neglect the word of God to study convenience and policy, 
that they may not be at variance with the world, will be left to 
receive damnable heresy for religious truth. Every conceivable 
form of error will be accepted by those who willfully reject the 

truth. He who looks with horror upon one deception will readily 
receive another. The apostle Paul, speaking of a class who 

“received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved,” 
declares: “For this cause God shall send them strong delusion, 

that they should believe a lie: that they all might be damned who 
believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.” 2 

Thessalonians 2:10-12. With such a warning before us it behooves 
us to be on our guard as to what doctrines we receive.
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Selected Messages Vol. 1,
pp. 204, 205

Ellen G. White (1827-1915)
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The enemy of souls has sought to bring in the supposition that a 
great reformation was to take place among Seventh-day 

Adventists, and that this reformation would consist in giving up 
the doctrines which stand as the pillars of our faith, and engaging 

in a process of reorganization. Were this reformation to take 
place, what would result? The principles of truth that God in His 
wisdom has given to the remnant church, would be discarded. 

Our religion would be changed. The fundamental principles that 
have sustained the work for the last fifty years would be 

accounted as error. A new organization would be established.
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Books of a new order would be written. A system of intellectual 
philosophy would be introduced. The founders of this system 

would go into the cities, and do a wonderful work. The Sabbath of 
course, would be lightly regarded, as also the God who created it. 

Nothing would be allowed to stand in the way of the new 
movement. The leaders would teach that virtue is better than vice, 

but God being removed, they would place their dependence on 
human power, which, without God, is worthless. Their foundation 
would be built on the sand, and storm and tempest would sweep 

away the structure.
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Who has authority to begin such a movement? We have our Bibles. 
We have our experience, attested to by the miraculous working of 

the Holy Spirit. We have a truth that admits of no compromise. 
Shall we not repudiate everything that is not in harmony with this 

truth?
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Letter 326 
December 4, 1905

Ellen G. White (1827-1915)
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If ever there was a period of time when we needed the Holy Spirit’s 
power in our discourses, in our prayers, in every action proposed, 
it is now. We are not to stop at the first experience, but while we 

bear the same message to the people, this message is to be 
strengthened and enlarged. We are to see and realize the 

importance of the message made certain by its divine origin. We 
are to follow on to know the Lord, that we may know that His 

going forth is prepared as the morning. Our souls need the 
quickening from the Source of all power. We may be strengthened 

and confirmed in the past experience that holds us to the 
essential points of truth which have made us what we are –

Seventh-day Adventists.



The End
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