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1. Introduction
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Revelation 18:4
“And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out 
of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and 

that ye receive not of her plagues.”
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————
 Come out from Where? 

————
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1 Samuel 15:23
“For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, . . .”
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Rebellion, n. 
[L. rebellio. among the Romans, rebellion was originally a 
revolt or open resistance to their government by nations 

that had been subdued in war. It was a renewed war.]

1. An open and avowed renunciation of the authority of 
the government to which one owes allegiance; or the 

taking of arms traitorously to resist the authority of lawful 
government; revolt.

- Noah Webster (1828) -
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Colossians 2:8
“Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and 

vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments 
of the world, and not after Christ.”

1 Timothy 6:20
“. . . science falsely so called.”
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Review & Herald, June 25, 1861
How many shrink from the purifying process! They 

are unwilling to live out the truth, unwilling to 
appear singular in the eyes of the world. It is this 

mingling with the world which destroys our 
spirituality, pureness, and zeal. Satan’s power is 
constantly exercised to stupefy the sensibility of 
God’s people, that their consciences may not be 

sensitive to wrong, and that the sign of distinction 
between them and the world may be destroyed.
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Deuteronomy 32:17
“They sacrificed unto devils, not to God . . .”

1 Corinthians 10:20
“But I say, that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, 

they sacrifice to devils, and not to God: . . .”
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Testimony to the Church at Battle Creek (1872), p. 77
The sight of the eyes and the hearing of the ears in a 
wicked city . . . blunt the conscience and stupefy the 

sensibilities to eternal things. Good and evil are placed 
nearly upon a level. . . .
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“The Desire of Ages,” p. 222.2
Oh, how often has the life of the innocent been 

sacrificed through the intemperance of those who 
should have been guardians of justice! He who puts 

the intoxicating cup to his lips makes himself 
responsible for all the injustice he may commit under 

its besotting power. By benumbing his senses he 
makes it impossible for him to judge calmly or to have 
a clear perception of right and wrong. He opens the 

way for Satan to work through him in oppressing and 
destroying the innocent. 
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“The Desire of Ages,” p. 222.2
Thus it is that “judgment is turned away backward, . . . 

and he that departeth from evil maketh himself a 
prey.” Isaiah 59:14, 15. Those who have jurisdiction 

over the lives of their fellow men should be held guilty 
of a crime when they yield to intemperance. All who 

execute the laws should be law-keepers. They should 
be men of self-control. They need to have full 

command of their physical, mental, and moral powers, 
that they may possess vigor of intellect, and a high 

sense of justice. 
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“The Great Controversy,” p. 516.2-3 (1911)
So long as we are ignorant of their [the Devil and his 

angels’] wiles, they have almost inconceivable 
advantage; many give heed to their suggestions 

while they suppose themselves to be following the 
dictates of their own wisdom. . . . . It is his policy to 

conceal himself and his manner of working. 
There is nothing that the great deceiver fears so 

much as that we shall become acquainted with his 
devices. . . .
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Isaiah 5:20
“Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that 
put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put 

bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!”
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————
 Drugs & Sorcery 

————
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to use sorcery, v.

μαγεύω (mageuo) – “to be a magician; to practice magical 
arts”

φαρμακεύω (pharmakeuo) – “to administer drugs, to use 
enchantments” 

- Thayer & Liddell & Scott -
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magician/sorcerer, n.

μάγος (magos) – “the name given by the Babylonians 
(Chaldeans), Medes, Persians, and others, to the wise 
men, teachers, priests, physicians, astrologers, seers, 

interpreters of dreams, augers, soothsayers, sorcerers 
etc.” 

φάρμακος (pharmakos/pharmakis) – “one who prepares 
or uses magical remedies . . .” 

- Thayer -
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sorcery/witchcraft, n.
μαγεία (mageia) – magic, the theology of the magians
φαρμακεία (pharmakeia) – the use or administering of 

drugs . . . poisoning

- Thayer & Liddell & Scott -
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drug
verb – “to stupefy or poison . . .”

noun – “any article, other than food, intended to affect 
the structure or any function of the body of humans or 

other animals.”
- Dictionary.com -

to stupefy, v.t.
“To make stupid; to make dull; to blunt the faculty of 

perception or understanding; to deprive of sensibility.”

- Noah Webster (1828) -
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“Many natural substances, such as beers, wines, and 
psychoactive mushrooms, blur the line between food and 

recreational drugs, as when ingested they affect the 
functioning of both mind and body”

 - Wikipedia “Drug” -
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Drug
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“Ministry of Healing,” p. 126.4
. . . The poisons contained in many so-called remedies 

create habits and appetites that mean ruin to both soul 
and body. Many of the popular nostrums called patent 
medicines, and even some of the drugs dispensed by 
physicians, act a part in laying the foundation of the 

liquor habit, the opium habit, the morphine habit, that 
are so terrible a curse to society.
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“Crowley was a habitual drug user and also maintained a 
meticulous record of his drug-induced experiences with 

opium, cocaine, hashish, cannabis, alcohol, ether, 
mescaline, morphine, and heroin. Allan Bennett, Crowley’s 

mentor, was said to have ‘instructed Crowley in the 
magical use of drugs’.

“Crowley developed a drug addiction after a London 
doctor prescribed heroin for his asthma and 

bronchitis. . . .”

 - Wikipedia “Aleister Crowley” -
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aleister_Crowley#Spiritual_and_recreational_use_of_drugs
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2. Its History – Sacred and Secular
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“The pharmacy profession can be traced back at least as 
far as the Sumerian [Babylonian] population, living in 

modern day Iraq. . . . they used medicinal plants such as 
liquorice, mustard, myrrh, and opium. There were 

separate people who worked to prepare medicines, as a 
separate role from diagnosis and treatment which was 
carried out by medics. These precursors to pharmacists 

also combined their role with that of a priest. The 
Sumerians wrote the earliest surviving prescriptions from 

at least 2700 B.C. – so nearly 5000 years ago.”
- Royal Pharmaceutical Society -

http://www.rpharms.com/about-pharmacy/history-of-pharmacy.asp
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“Until the birth of pharmacy as an independent science, 
there is a historical evolution from antiquity to the present 

day that marks the course of this science, always 
connected to the medicine.
- Wikipedia “History of pharmacy” -

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_pharmacy
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Genesis 41:8
“And it came to pass in the morning that his spirit was 

troubled; and he sent and called for all the magicians of 
Egypt, and all the wise men thereof: and Pharaoh told 

them his dream; but there was none that could interpret 
them unto Pharaoh.”

Exodus 7:11
“Then Pharaoh also called the wise men and the 

sorcerers: now the magicians of Egypt, they also did in like 
manner with their enchantments.”
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Daniel 2:2
“Then the king commanded to call the magicians, and the 
astrologers, and the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans, for to 
shew the king his dreams. So they came and stood before 

the king.”
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Exodus 22:18
“Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live.”

Leviticus 20:27
“A man also or woman that hath a familiar spirit, or that is 

a wizard, shall surely be put to death . . .”
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“I will neither give a deadly drug 
[pharmakon] to anybody if asked for it, 

nor will I make a suggestion to this 
effect.”

- Excerpt from “The Hippocratic Oath” -
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hippocratic_Oath
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Deuteronomy 18:9-12
“When thou art come into the land which the LORD thy 

God giveth thee, thou shalt not learn to do after the 
abominations of those nations. There shall not be found 

among you any one that maketh his son or his daughter to 
pass through the fire, or that useth divination, or an 
observer of times, or an enchanter, or a witch, or a 

charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard, 
or a necromancer. For all that do these things are an 

abomination unto the LORD. . . .”
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Isaiah 47:1, 9 
“Come down, and sit in the dust, O virgin daughter of 

Babylon, sit on the ground . . . O daughter of the 
Chaldeans:” “for the multitude of thy sorceries, and for 

the great abundance of thine enchantments.”
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“There is a stone sign for a pharmacy with a tripod, a 
mortar, and a pestle opposite one for a doctor in the 

Arcadian Way in Ephesus near Kusadasi in Turkey.
- Wikipedia “History of pharmacy” -

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_pharmacy
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Acts 8:9, 11
“But there was a certain man, called Simon, which 

beforetime in the same city used sorcery [mageuo], and 
bewitched the people of Samaria, giving out that himself 
was some great one. . . . to him they had regard, because 
that of long time he had bewitched them with sorceries 

[mageia].”
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Acts 13:6-8
“And when they had gone through the isle unto Paphos, 
they found a certain sorcerer [magos], a false prophet, a 
Jew, whose name was Barjesus: . . . Elymas the sorcerer 
[magos] (for so is his name by interpretation) withstood 
them, seeking to turn away the deputy from the faith.”
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Acts 19:19
“Many of them also which used curious arts brought their 

books together, and burned them before all men: and 
they counted the price of them, and found it fifty 

thousand pieces of silver.”
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“The Acts of the Apostles,” pp. 288-89
“These treatises on divination contained rules and forms 

of communication with evil spirits. They were the 
regulations of the worship of Satan – directions for 

soliciting his help and obtaining information from him.”
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3. Modern-day Sorcery
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Revelation 17:18; 18:3, 23
“And the woman which thou sawest is that great city, 

which reigneth over the kings of the earth.”
“For all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her 

fornication, and the kings of the earth have committed 
fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth are 

waxed rich through the abundance of her delicacies.
“. . . for by thy sorceries were all nations deceived. . . .”
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1. As a city she reigns over the kings/kingdoms of the 
earth
2. She has intoxicated the nations with her wine
3. The kings/kingdoms of earth have formed illicit 
relations with her
4. The merchants are rich by the abundance of her 
delicacies
5. She has deceived all nations by her sorceries
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Galatians 5:19-20
“Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are 

these; . . . witchcraft, . . .”
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“Paul calls the Galatians foolish and 
bewitched. In the fifth chapter he mentions 

sorcery among the works of the flesh, 
declaring that witchcraft and sorcery are 

real manifestations and legitimate activities 
of the devil. . . .

“. . . Do not think that the Galatians were the 
only ones to be bewitched by the devil. Let 
us realize that we too may be seduced by 

Satan.”
- Luther on Galatians, p. 37 - 
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Revelation 9:20-21
“And the rest of the men which were not killed by these 

plagues yet repented not of the works of their hands, that 
they should not worship devils . . . neither repented they 

of their murders, nor of their sorceries, . . .”
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Revelation 18:23
“. . . for by thy sorceries were all nations deceived.”
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“In Baghdad the first pharmacies, or drug stores, were 
established in 754 [A.D.], . . .

“The advances made in the Middle East in botany and 
chemistry led medicine in medieval Islam substantially to 

develop pharmacology.”
- Wikipedia “History of pharmacy” -

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_pharmacy
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The role of the apothecary developed out of the role of 
the spicer or pepperer – or grocers – someone whose 

trade included crude drugs and prepared medicines.  The 
Grocers had their own Guild . . . from the 13th century. The 

Apothecaries split from them in 1617 to form their own 
Society.

- Royal Pharmaceutical Society -
http://www.rpharms.com/about-pharmacy/history-of-pharmacy.asp



46

“. . . many pharmacies are now rather grocery store-like in 
their design. In addition to medicines and prescriptions, 

many now sell a diverse arrangement of additional items 
such as cosmetics, shampoo, office supplies, confections, 
snack foods, durable medical equipment, greeting cards, 

and provide photo processing services.”
- Wikipedia “pharmacy” -

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pharmacy
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