
Study Guide #20 – The State of the Dead

XX. That the state to which we are reduced by death is one of silence, inactivity, and entire uncon-
sciousness. Ps. 146:4; Eccl. 9:5, 6; Dan. 12:2, etc. Eccl. 9:10.

1. That the state to which we are reduced by death is one of silence, inactivity, and entire
unconsciousness

• Death is a sleep:

Psalm 146:4 “His breath goeth forth, he returneth to his earth; in that very day his thoughts per-
ish.” 

Ecclesiastes 9:4-6 “For to him that is joined to all the living there is hope: for a living dog is bet-
ter than a dead lion. 5 For the living know that they shall die: but the dead know not any thing,
neither have they any more a reward; for the memory of them is forgotten. 6 Also their love, and
their hatred, and their envy, is now perished; neither have they any more a portion for ever in any
thing that is done under the sun.”

Daniel 12:2 “And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlast-
ing life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.”

Ephesians 5:14  “Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and
Christ shall give thee light.”

John 11:11-14 “These things said he: and after that he saith unto them, Our friend Lazarus sleep-
eth; but I go, that I may awake him out of sleep. 12 Then said his disciples, Lord, if he sleep, he
shall do well. 13 Howbeit Jesus spake of his death: but they thought that he had spoken of taking
of rest in sleep. 14 Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead.”

Psalm 115:17 “The dead praise not the LORD, neither any that go down into silence.”

Psalm 6:5  “For in death there is no remembrance of thee: in the grave who shall give thee
thanks?”

Job 14:12, 13  “So man lieth down, and riseth not: till the heavens be no more, they shall not
awake, nor be raised out of their sleep. 13 O that thou wouldest hide me in the grave, that thou
wouldest keep me secret, until thy wrath be past, that thou wouldest appoint me a set time, and
remember me!”

Acts 13:36 “For David, after he had served his own generation by the will of God, fell on sleep,
and was laid unto his fathers, and saw corruption.”

1 Corinthians 11:30 “For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep.”

1 Corinthians 15:51, 52 “Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all
be changed, 52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall
sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.”

1 Thessalonians 4:14 “For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which
sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.”
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Thought Question(s):

1. How would you explain the parable of the rich man and Lazarus (Luke 16:19-31) that Jesus 
told in light of this Bible teaching?
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