
Study Guide #18 – The Investigative Judgment

XVIII. That the time of the cleansing of the sanctuary (see proposition X), synchronizing with the time
of the proclamation of the third message, is a time of investigative judgment, first with reference
to the dead, and at the close of probation with reference to the living, to determine who of the
myriads now sleeping in the dust of the earth are worthy of a part in the first resurrection, and
who of its living multitudes are worthy of translation-points which must be determined before
the Lord appears.

1. That the time of the cleansing of the sanctuary, synchronizing with the time of the procla -
mation of the third message

• The time of the cleansing of the sanctuary:

1844 – The beginning of the end of the 2300 day prophecy. (See Study Guide # 10)

Daniel 8:14 “And he said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the
sanctuary be cleansed.”

• The time of the proclamation of the third message:

Revelation 14:9-11 “And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man
worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, 10 The same
shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of
his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy
angels, and in the presence of the Lamb: 11 And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever
and ever: and they have no rest day nor night, who worship the beast and his image, and whoso-
ever receiveth the mark of his name.”

Thought Question(s):

• 1. What aspects of the third message indicate a judgment?

2. Is a time of investigative judgment, first with reference to the dead, and at the close of pro-
bation with reference to the living

• The investigative judgment:

Ecclesiastes 12:14  “For God shall  bring every work into judgment,  with every secret thing,
whether it be good, or whether it be evil.”

Matthew 10:15  “Verily I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and
Gomorrha in the day of judgment, than for that city.”

Matthew 12:36 “But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give
account thereof in the day of judgment.”
 Matthew 22:2-14 “The kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain king, which made a marriage
for his son, 3 And sent forth his servants to call them that were bidden to the wedding: and they
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would not  come.  4 Again,  he  sent  forth other  servants,  saying,  Tell  them which  are bidden,
Behold, I have prepared my dinner: my oxen and my fatlings are killed, and all things are ready:
come unto the marriage. 5 But they made light of it, and went their ways, one to his farm, another
to his merchandise: 6 And the remnant took his servants, and entreated them spitefully, and slew
them.  7 But  when  the  king  heard  thereof,  he  was  wroth:  and he  sent  forth  his  armies,  and
destroyed those murderers, and burned up their city. 8 Then saith he to his servants, The wedding
is ready, but they which were bidden were not worthy. 9 Go ye therefore into the highways, and
as many as ye shall find, bid to the marriage. 10 So those servants went out into the highways, and
gathered together all as many as they found, both bad and good: and the wedding was furnished
with guests. 11 And when the king came in to see the guests, he saw there a man which had not on
a wedding garment:  12 And he saith unto him, Friend, how camest thou in hither not having a
wedding garment? And he was speechless. 13 Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand
and foot, and take him away, and cast him into outer darkness; there shall be weeping and gnash-
ing of teeth. 14 For many are called, but few are chosen.”

• Records:

Daniel 7:9, 10 “I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of days did sit, whose
garment was white as snow, and the hair of his head like the pure wool: his throne was like the
fiery flame, and his wheels as burning fire. 10 A fiery stream issued and came forth from before
him: thousand thousands ministered unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before
him: the judgment was set, and the books were opened.

Revelation 20:12 “And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were
opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of
those things which were written in the books, according to their works.”

• Book of Remembrance:

Malachi 3:16 “Then they that feared the LORD spake often one to another: and the LORD hear-
kened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared the
LORD, and that thought upon his name.”

Nehemiah 13:14 “Remember me, O my God, concerning this, and wipe not out my good deeds
that I have done for the house of my God, and for the offices thereof.”

Psalm 56:8 “Thou tellest my wanderings: put thou my tears into thy bottle: are they not in thy
book?”

Isaiah 65:6, 7 “Behold, it is written before me: I will not keep silence, but will recompense, even
recompense into their bosom, 7 Your iniquities, and the iniquities of your fathers together, saith
the LORD, which have burned incense upon the mountains, and blasphemed me upon the hills:
therefore will I measure their former work into their bosom.”

Exodus 32:32 “Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their sin–; and if not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy
book which thou hast written.”

Thought Question(s):

1.  What things will be considered in the judgment, and where are the records to be found?
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3. To determine who of the myriads now sleeping in the dust of the earth are worthy of a part
in the first resurrection,

• Judgment of the dead:

Luke 20:35, 36 “But they which shall be accounted worthy to obtain that world, and the resur-
rection from the dead, neither marry, nor are given in marriage: 36 Neither can they die any more:
for they are equal unto the angels; and are the children of God, being the children of the resurrec-
tion.”

John 5:27-29 “And hath given him authority to execute judgment also, because he is the Son of
man. 28 Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear
his voice,  29 And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and
they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.”

Acts 10:42 “And he commanded us to preach unto the people, and to testify that it is he [Jesus]
which was ordained of God to be the Judge of quick and dead.”

2 Timothy 4:1 “I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge
the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom.”

Thought Question(s):

1.  What is the purpose of the investigative judgment for the dead?

4. And who of its living multitudes are worthy of translation-points which must be deter-
mined before the Lord appears

• Judgment of the living at the close of probation:

Ezekiel 9:2-6 “And, behold, six men came from the way of the higher gate, which lieth toward 
the north, and every man a slaughter weapon in his hand; and one man among them was clothed 
with linen, with a writer's inkhorn by his side: and they went in, and stood beside the brasen altar.
3 And the glory of the God of Israel was gone up from the cherub, whereupon he was, to the 
threshold of the house. And he called to the man clothed with linen, which had the writer's 
inkhorn by his side; 4 And the LORD said unto him, Go through the midst of the city, through the
midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for all 
the abominations that be done in the midst thereof. 5 And to the others he said in mine hearing, 
Go ye after him through the city, and smite: let not your eye spare, neither have ye pity: 6 Slay 
utterly old and young, both maids, and little children, and women: but come not near any man 
upon whom is the mark; and begin at my sanctuary. Then they began at the ancient men which 
were before the house.”

Revelation 13:11, 15-17 “And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two
horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon. . . . 15 And he had power to give life unto the image
of the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak, and cause that as many as would not
worship the image of the beast should be killed. 16 And he causeth all, both small and great, rich
and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads: 17 And that no
man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his
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name.”

Revelation 7:1-3 “And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the
earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the
sea, nor on any tree. 2 And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the liv-
ing God: and he cried with a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth
and the sea, 3 Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the ser-
vants of our God in their foreheads.”

Thought Question(s):

1.  How do we know the investigative judgment of the living takes place at the close of proba-
tion?

2.  What determines our cases in the judgment?
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