Study Guide #17 – Three Angels’ Messages
XVII. That God, in accordance with his uniform dealings with the race, sends forth a proclamation of
the approach of the second advent of Christ; that this work is symbolized by the three messages
of Rev. 14, the last one bringing to view the work of reform on the law of God, that his people
may acquire a complete readiness for that event.
1. That God, in accordance with his uniform dealings with the race, sends forth a proclamation of the approach of the second advent of Christ;
•

The proclamation of the Second Coming in the three messages of Revelation:
Revelation 14:6, 7 “And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting
gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue,
and people, 7 Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his
judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains
of waters.”

•

The “falling away” or apostasy must be first:
2 Thessalonians 2:3 “Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except
there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition.”

•

Time of the Gentiles, or “falling away” and the time of the end:
Daniel 11:35, 36 “And [some] of them of understanding shall fall, to try them, and to purge, and
to make [them] white, [even] to the time of the end: because [it is] yet for a time appointed. And
the king shall do according to his will; and he shall exalt himself, and magnify himself above
every god, and shall speak marvellous things against the God of gods, and shall prosper till the
indignation be accomplished: for that that is determined shall be done.”
Revelation 11:2 “But the court which is without the temple leave out, and measure it not; for it
is given unto the Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two months.”
Daniel 7:21-26 “I beheld, and the same horn made war with the saints, and prevailed against
them; 22 Until the Ancient of days came, and judgment was given to the saints of the most High;
and the time came that the saints possessed the kingdom. 23 Thus he said, The fourth beast shall
be the fourth kingdom upon earth, which shall be diverse from all kingdoms, and shall devour
the whole earth, and shall tread it down, and break it in pieces. 24 And the ten horns out of this
kingdom are ten kings that shall arise: and another shall rise after them; and he shall be diverse
from the first, and he shall subdue three kings. 25 And he shall speak great words against the most
High, and shall wear out the saints of the most High, and think to change times and laws: and
they shall be given into his hand until a time and times and the dividing of time. 26 But the judgment shall sit, and they shall take away his dominion, to consume and to destroy it unto the end.”
Revelation 13:1-5 “And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea,
having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name
of blasphemy. 2 And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were as the feet
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of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the dragon gave him his power, and his seat,
and great authority. 3 And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his deadly
wound was healed: and all the world wondered after the beast. 4 And they worshipped the dragon
which gave power unto the beast: and they worshipped the beast, saying, Who is like unto the
beast? who is able to make war with him? 5 And there was given unto him a mouth speaking
great things and blasphemies; and power was given unto him to continue forty and two months.”
•

The “time of the end”:
Daniel 12:4-9 “But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the
end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased. 5 Then I Daniel looked, and,
behold, there stood other two, the one on this side of the bank of the river, and the other on that
side of the bank of the river. 6 And one said to the man clothed in linen, which was upon the
waters of the river, How long shall it be to the end of these wonders? 7 And I heard the man
clothed in linen, which was upon the waters of the river, when he held up his right hand and his
left hand unto heaven, and sware by him that liveth for ever that it shall be for a time, times, and
an half; and when he shall have accomplished to scatter the power of the holy people, all these
things shall be finished. 8 And I heard, but I understood not: then said I, O my Lord, what shall
be the end of these things? 9 And he said, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and
sealed till the time of the end.”
Revelation 13:10, 11 “He that leadeth into captivity shall go into captivity: he that killeth with
the sword must be killed with the sword. Here is the patience and the faith of the saints. 11 And I
beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns like a lamb, and he spake
as a dragon.”
Thought Question(s):
1. Did Paul teach the Thessalonians that Jesus was coming in his day?
1. What time prophecies bring us to the “time of the end”, when we would expect the first angel
to proclaim “the hour of His judgment is come”?
2. What prophesied events should we expect to see fulfilled at that time?
4. What evidence shows us that the three angels messages should be expected to be given in the
time of the end?

2. That this work is symbolized by the three messages of Rev. 14,
•

The three angels’ messages:
Revelation 14:6-13 “And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting
gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue,
and people, 7 Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of
waters. 8 And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city,
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because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication. 9 And the third
angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man worship the beast and his image, and
receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, 10 The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath
of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the
Lamb: 11 And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest
day nor night, who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his
name. 12 Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God,
and the faith of Jesus. 13 And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the
dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their
labours; and their works do follow them.”
John N. Andrews: “As the people of God, one by one, have fallen victims to the power of death,
and individual work of preparation has been all that was requisite; but when the time comes that
all the saints of God who are alive shall in one body be taken into glory, surely something further
than an individual work is necessary. By what means shall the saints of God be gathered in one
people and prepared for translation? What mighty truths has God in reserve for the last generation, with which to accomplish this great work? In answer to these questions, we cite the fourteenth chapter of Revelation.
“The design of the three great proclamations of this chapter, is, first, to give warning of coming
judgments; secondly, to set the people of God upon their watch-tower; thirdly, to gather in one
body the scattered saints; and, fourthly, to restore the commandments of God to his people, and
to prepare them for deliverance in the time of trouble, and for translation into his kingdom.
“Such is the work presented in Rev. 14. It gives the world warning, and leaves them without
excuse; it lights up the pathway of the saints; and yet, with its trial of patience it shakes off the
heartless, and gives the men of the world, notwithstanding its warning, a chance to lull themselves into security, when the wrath of God hangs over their heads.” (The Three Messages of
Revelation 14, pp. 4, 5, 1892)
Thought Question(s):
1. Summarize the message and work of the three angels of Revelation 14?

3. The last one bringing to view the work of reform on the law of God, that his people may
acquire a complete readiness for that event
•

The spirit and power of Elijah:
Malachi 4:5, 6 “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and
dreadful day of the LORD: 5 And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the
heart of the children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a curse.”
Luke 1:17 “And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the
fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”
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•

There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God:
Hebrews 4:1-11 “Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left us of entering into his rest, any
of you should seem to come short of it. 2 For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto
them: but the word preached did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it.
3 For we which have believed do enter into rest, as he said, As I have sworn in my wrath, if they
shall enter into my rest: although the works were finished from the foundation of the world. 4 For
he spake in a certain place of the seventh day on this wise, And God did rest the seventh day
from all his works. 5 And in this place again, If they shall enter into my rest. 6 Seeing therefore it
remaineth that some must enter therein, and they to whom it was first preached entered not in
because of unbelief: 7 Again, he limiteth a certain day, saying in David, To day, after so long a
time; as it is said, To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 8 For if Jesus had given
them rest, then would he not afterward have spoken of another day. 9 There remaineth therefore a
rest to the people of God. 10 For he that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from his own
works, as God did from his. 11 Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall
after the same example of unbelief.”

•

A prophecy of Sabbath reform:
Isaiah 58:12, 13 “And they that shall be of thee shall build the old waste places: thou shalt raise
up the foundations of many generations; and thou shalt be called, The repairer of the breach, The
restorer of paths to dwell in. 13 If thou turn away thy foot from the sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on my holy day; and call the sabbath a delight, the holy of the LORD, honourable; and shalt
honour him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own
words.”
Ellen G. White: The work of Sabbath reform to be accomplished in the last days is foretold in
the prophecy of Isaiah: “Thus saith the Lord, Keep ye judgment, and do justice: for My salvation
is near to come, and My righteousness to be revealed. Blessed is the man that doeth this, and the
son of man that layeth hold on it; that keepeth the Sabbath from polluting it, and keepeth his
hand from doing any evil.” “The sons of the stranger, that join themselves to the Lord, to serve
Him, and to love the name of the Lord, to be His servants, everyone that keepeth the Sabbath
from polluting it, and taketh hold of My covenant; even them will I bring to My holy mountain,
and make them joyful in My house of prayer.” Isaiah 56:1, 2, 6, 7.
These words apply in the Christian age, as shown by the context: “The Lord God which gath ereth the outcasts of Israel saith, Yet will I gather others to him, beside those that are gathered
unto him.” Verse 8. Here is foreshadowed the gathering in of the Gentiles by the gospel. And
upon those who then honor the Sabbath, a blessing is pronounced. Thus the obligation of the
fourth commandment extends past the crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension of Christ, to the
time when His servants should preach to all nations the message of glad tidings. (The Great
Controversy, chp. 26, p. 451, 1911)
Thought Question(s):
1. What revival and work of reform is prophesied to take place in the last days?
2. Has there been a fulfillment of these prophecies
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