Study Guide #16 – Spiritual Gifts
XVI. That the Spirit of God was promised to manifest itself in the church through certain gifts, enumerated especially in 1 Cor. 12 and Eph. 4; that these gifts are not designed to supersede, or take
the place of, the Bible, which is sufficient to make us wise unto salvation, any more than the
Bible can take the place of the Holy Spirit; that in specifying the various channels of its operation, that Spirit has simply made provision for its own existence and presence with the people of
God to the end of time, to lead to an understanding of that word which it had inspired, to convince of sin, and work a transformation in the heart and life; and that those who deny to the Spirit
its place and operation, do plainly deny that part of the Bible which assigns to it this work and
position.
1. That the Spirit of God was promised to manifest itself in the church through certain gifts,
enumerated especially in 1 Cor. 12 and Eph. 4
•

The promise of the Spirit of God:
Joel 2:28, 29 “And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh;
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young
men shall see visions: And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I
pour out my spirit.”

•

The spirit manifested in the Church through certain gifts:
1 Corinthians 12:28 “And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets,
thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of
tongues.”
Ephesians 4:7, 11, 12 “But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the
gift of Christ. . . . And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and
some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the
edifying of the body of Christ.”
Thought Question(s):
1. To whom does the Bible say spiritual gifts are given?
2. Do all of these gifts have to be manifested miraculously?
3. Do we see these gifts manifested in God’s Church today?

2. That these gifts are not designed to supersede, or take the place of, the Bible, which is suffi cient to make us wise unto salvation, any more than the Bible can take the place of the Holy
Spirit
•

The Scriptures:
2 Timothy 3:15, 16 “And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able
to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 16 All scripture is given
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by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness.”
John 5:39 “Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they
which testify of me.”
•

The Scriptures are our standard:
Isaiah 8:20 “To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is
because there is no light in them.”
Thought Question(s):
1. If the written word of God is our standard, then how shall we discern if some new teaching is
truth, or error?
2. What would happen to the Biblical test to determine if someone is a prophet or not, if we
interpret the Scriptures by the new person claiming to be a prophet?

3. That in specifying the various channels of its operation, that Spirit has simply made provision for its own existence and presence with the people of God to the end of time, to lead to
an understanding of that word which it had inspired, to convince of sin, and work a transformation in the heart and life; and that those who deny to the Spirit its place and operation, do plainly deny that part of the Bible which assigns to it this work and position
1 Corinthians 12:4-7 “Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord. 6 And there are diversities of operations, but it is
the same God which worketh all in all. 7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man
to profit withal.”
•

To abide with Church till the end of time:
Ephesians 4:13 “Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of
God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.”

•

The unpardonable sin & inspiration:
Matthew 12:28-31 “But if I cast out devils by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God is
come unto you. 29 Or else how can one enter into a strong man's house, and spoil his goods,
except he first bind the strong man? and then he will spoil his house. 30 He that is not with me is
against me; and he that gathereth not with me scattereth abroad. 31 Wherefore I say unto you, All
manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy against the Holy
Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men.”
1Thessalonians 5:20 “Despise not prophesyings.”
Thought Question(s):
1. How should we treat the writings of the Spirit of Prophecy?
2. Which sin are we committing when we deny God’s prophets?
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