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The “Origen” of Textual Criticism
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Opening Text:

Proverbs 22:28
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A Brief Explanation of “Textual Criticism”:

• The modern school of “Textual Criticism” or “Higher 
Criticism” is a modern development of Satan through his 
earthly agent, the Papacy, to counter the work begun by the 
Reformation – to give the Bible back to the people. 

• Its purpose is to steal the Bible away from the people 
without actually taking it from their possession. 

• It does this through its professors and theologians in 
Christian schools and by its published literature, both of 
which are designed to throw a cloud of mystery and doubt 
upon God’s word, and so confuse and bewilder the student 
or reader regarding truth, as to weaken and eventually 
destroy their faith in inspiration, and thus render them 
passive to the subtle, humanist indoctrination.
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A Brief Explanation of “Textual Criticism”:

• The basis of its teaching is built upon “science falsely so 
called” – the principle of pagan philosophy – that all truth is 
determined by human logic and reason; hence, it teaches it 
student and reader that the literal text (i.e., the letter) of the 
Bible is insufficient for our faith, and even dangerous, and 
must therefore be understood according to the relativistic 
rules of human logic/reason and interpretation, which is 
piously termed “the spirit,” which can only be acquired 
through the learning of its pious scholars and theologians.

• Its origins are as old as the Devil himself, and can be traced 
back to the garden of Eden, but we shall take up the story 
beginning with the time of Christ and the apostles.
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For Your Information:

• All colored (blue) text is given by me for emphasis, and 
does not belong to the original source.

• All bracketed text is my own explanation; all text in 
parentheses belongs to the original source.

• All but two of the following authors are taken from public 
domain sources, freely available to all who have access to 
the internet, and I am glad to help any locate them for use 
in their own research.

• I have, for the sake of fairness, quoted almost exclusively 
from those authors who supported textual criticism, and 
promoted the teachings of “the church fathers,” so as to 
avoid any claim of bias.
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“It’s Just a Matter of Taste”
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Luke 11:2-4 
And he said to them: When 

you pray, say: Father, 
hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Give us this 

day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our sins, for we also 

forgive every one that is 
indebted to us. And lead us not 

into temptation.
— The Minority Text (5 mss – 00.01%)

Luke 11:2-4
And he said unto them, When 
ye pray, say, Our Father which 
art in heaven, Hallowed be thy 

name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done, as in heaven, 
so in earth. Give us day by day 
our daily bread. And forgive us 

our sins; for we also forgive 
every one that is indebted to 

us. And lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from 

evil.
— The Majority Text (5,700+ mss – 99.99%) 
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Revelation 22:14
Blessed are they that wash 

their robes in the blood of the 
Lamb: that they may have a 

right to the tree of life and may 
enter in by the gates into the 

city.
— The Minority Text (5 mss 00.01%)

All Catholic Bibles – Douay-Rheims, Revised 
Version, American Standard Version, Revised 

Standard Version, Living Bible, New 
International Bible, English Standard Version, et 

all

Revelation 22:14
Blessed are they that do his 

commandments, that they may 
have right to the tree of life, 
and may enter in through the 

gates into the city.
— The Majority Text (5,700+ mss 99.99%) 

(All Protestant Bibles – Tyndale’s NT, Matthew 
Bible, Coverdale Bible, Cranmer Bible, Geneva 

Bible, Authorized Version (KJV)
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A Warning Unheeded:

Proverbs 30:5-6
Revelation 22:18-19
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Pagan Philosophy
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Paul’s Prophecy:

Acts 20:27-31
2 Thessalonians 2:7

1 John 2:18
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“The Great Controversy,” (1911 ed.), ch. 37, p. 598.3
The truths most plainly revealed in the Bible have been 

involved in doubt and darkness by learned men, who, with a 
pretense of great wisdom, teach that the Scriptures have a 
mystical, a secret, spiritual meaning not apparent in the 

language employed. These men are false teachers. It was to 
such a class that Jesus declared: “Ye know not the Scriptures, 
neither the power of God.” Mark 12:24. The language of the 
Bible should be explained according to its obvious meaning, 

unless a symbol or figure is employed. 
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Christ has given the promise: “If any man will do His will, 
he shall know of the doctrine.” John 7:17. If men would but 
take the Bible as it reads, if there were no false teachers to 

mislead and confuse their minds, a work would be 
accomplished that would make angels glad and that would 
bring into the fold of Christ thousands upon thousands who 

are now wandering in error.
— Ellen G. White (1827-1915)
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Philo Judæus “the Jew”
of Alexandria

(c.20 B.C. – c.50 A.D.)
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“Nicene & Post-Nicene Fathers,” (1890 ed.)
Series 2, Vol. I, bk. 2, ch. 4, pp. 107-108 

Philo . . . a man most celebrated not only among many of our 
own, but also among many scholars without the Church. He 

was a Hebrew by birth, but was inferior to none of those who 
held high dignities in Alexandria. . . . How familiar he was 

with philosophy and with the liberal studies of foreign 
nations, it is not necessary to say, since he is reported to have 
surpassed all his contemporaries in the study of Platonic and 
Pythagorean philosophy, to which he particularly devoted his 

attention.
— Philip Schaff (1819-1893)
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“The Works of Philo Judæus,” (1854 ed.)
Vol. I, p. 53 

“And on the sixth day God finished his work which he had 
made.” It would be a sign of great simplicity [i.e., you would 

be a simpleton] to think that the world was created in six 
days, or indeed at all in time . . .

When, therefore, Moses says, “God completed his works on 
the sixth day,” we must understand that he is speaking not of 
a number of days, but that he takes six as a perfect number . . 

.
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Ibid, Vol. IV, p. 284 
 Why does Moses, revolving and considering the creation of 
the world, say: “This is the book of the generation of heaven 

and earth, when they were created?” [Genesis 2:4].
The expression, “when they were created,” indicates as it 

seems an indeterminate time not accurately described [i.e., 
there is no way of knowing when anything happened]. But 
this argument will confute those authors who calculate a 

certain number of years reduced to one, from the time when 
it is possible that the world may have been created [i.e., those 

who give dates for Bible history]. . . .
— Translation of Charles Duke Yonge (1812-1891 A.D.)
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Its Induction into Christianity
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“An Ecclesiastical History” (1847 ed.)
Ch. II “The Second Century,” pp. 21, 23 

Simplicity was the greatest appendage to Christianity to 
maintain unity. The teachers inculcated no doctrines further 
than those contained in the Apostles’ Creed, and avoided all 
vain subtleties and mysterious researches. There was not at 
this time the least controversy about the capital doctrines 

which were afterwards so keenly debated in the Church: . . . 
This was soon swamped by the laborious efforts of human 

learning and dark subtleties of imaginary science.
Acute researches were employed upon several religious 

points, not vital regarding salvation, and human philosophy 
was incorporated into the simplicity of our Divine Master’s 

sublimer system. 
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. . . a new sect of philosophers, suddenly arose and spread 
with amazing rapidity through a great part of the Roman 

empire. Alexandria in Egypt gave birth to this new 
philosophy: they . . . were ready to adopt the truth alone from 

all the different systems and sects. Their discipline was 
approved of by the Christians and all those who had charge 

of the Christian school at Alexandria.
This philosophy underwent a change when AMMONIUS SACCAS 
[c.170-242 A.D.] laid the foundation of that sect known as the 
New Platonic. This man was born of Christian parents [and 
eventually reverted to paganism]; his projects were singular, 

for he even strove to have a coalition of all sects, both 
philosophical and religious, and taught a doctrine which he 

considered as adapted to unite all in perfect harmony.



02/15/14 Our English Bible 21

This absurd philosophy, embraced by Origen and other 
Christians, was very detrimental to the beautiful simplicity of 
the celestial doctrines of Christ. From the same fount arose 
that melancholy set of men called Mystics; from which also 
sprang the useless life, as it were, of contemplation, which is 

led by myriads of monks retired in cells. . . .
— T. W. Herbert  (c.1800-c.1870/80), Professor of Cambridge University (UK)
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A Divine Warning Unheeded:

Colossians 2:8
1 Timothy 4:1 

2 Timothy 4:1-4
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Athenagoras of Athens
(133-190 A.D.)
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“Ante-Nicene Fathers,” (1913 ed.), Vol. II, ch. 4, p. 125
“Writings of Athenagoras”

. . . His work opens the way for Clement’s elaboration of 
Justin’s claim, that the whole of philosophy is embraced in 
Christianity. It is charming to find the primal fountains of 
Christian thought uniting here, to flow on for ever in the 

widening and deepening channel of Catholic orthodoxy, as 
it gathers into itself all human culture, and enriches the world 

with products of regenerated mind, harvested from its 
overflow into the fields of philosophy . . . With Athenagoras, 
we touch upon tokens of things to come; we see philosophy 

yoked to the chariot of Messiah . . .
— Translation of Alex. Roberts (1826-1901 A.D.), Js. Donaldson (1831-1915)
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Titus Flavius Clemens
“Clement of 
Alexandria”

(c.150-c.217 A.D.)
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Ibid, Vol. II, ch. 4, pp. 165-66
“Clement of Alexandria”

. . . Clement, who had followed Tatian [110-172 A.D.] to the 
East, tracks Pantaenus [c. 110-200 A.D.] to Egypt, and comes 

with his Attic scholarship to be his pupil . . .
. . . Alexandria becomes the brain of Christendom: its heart 

was yet beating at Antioch, but the West [Egypt & Rome] 
was still receptive [to human philosophy] only, its hands and 

arms stretched forth towards the sunrise [east] for further 
enlightenment [i.e., pagan mysticism or philosophy]. . . .
He became the successor of Pantaenus in the catechetical 
school, and had Origen for his pupil, with other eminent 

men. . .
— Alexander Roberts (1826-1901), James Donaldson (1831-1915)
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Origen of Alexandria 
(c.184-c.254 A.D.)
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“An Ecclesiastical History” (1847 ed.)
Ch. II “The Second Century,” p. 23

. . . From about this period philosophy and learning were 
considered requisite for all Christian teachers; therefore the 

vices and defects of learned men contributed much to 
increase their [eclectics – monks or mystics] number, . . .

— T. W. Herbert  (c.1800-c.1870/80), Professor of Cambridge University (UK)
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“History of the Christian Church,” (1901 ed.) 
Vol. II, ch. 13, § 187, pp. 787, 790-92

“Origen”
In the year 203, though then only eighteen years of age, he 

was nominated by the bishop Demetrius, afterwards his 
opponent, president of the catechetical school of Alexandria, 

left vacant by the flight of Clement. To fill this important 
office, he made himself acquainted with the various heresies, 

especially the Gnostic, and with the Grecian philosophy; 
he was not even ashamed to study under the heathen 
Ammonius Saccas, the celebrated founder of Neo-

Platonism. . . .
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Origen was the greatest scholar [i.e., skeptic] of his age, and 
the most gifted, most industrious, and most cultivated of all 
the ante-Nicene fathers. Even heathens and heretics admired 
or feared his brilliant talent and vast learning. His knowledge 
embraced all departments of the philology, philosophy, and 

theology [i.e., human science] of his day. With this he united 
profound and fertile thought [i.e, vain speculation], keen 

penetration [i.e, a keen critic] , and glowing imagination [i.e, 
an over active imagination] . . .
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. . . He exerted an immeasurable influence in stimulating the 
development of the catholic theology and forming the great 
Nicene fathers, Athanasius, Basil, the two Gregories, Hilary, 

and Ambrose, who consequently, in spite of all his 
deviations, set great value on his services. . . . he can by no 
means be called orthodox, either in the Catholic or in the 
Protestant sense. His leaning to idealism, his predilection 

[bias] for Plato, and his noble effort to reconcile 
Christianity with reason, and to commend it even to 

educated heathens and Gnostics, led him into many grand 
and fascinating errors.
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Among these are [1] his extremely ascetic [i.e., monkish] . . . 
conception of corporeity [fleshliness], [2] his denial of a 

material resurrection, [3] his doctrine of the pre-existence 
and the pre-temporal fall of souls (including the pre-
existence of the human soul of Christ), [4] of eternal 

creation, [5] of the extension of the work of redemption to 
the inhabitants of the stars and to all rational creatures, and 
[6] of the final restoration of all men and fallen angels. Also 
in regard to the dogma of the divinity of Christ, though he 

powerfully supported it, and was the first to teach expressly 
[7] the eternal generation of the Son, . . .
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Origen’s greatest service was in exegesis. He is father of the 
critical investigation of Scripture, and his commentaries 

are still useful to scholars for their suggestiveness. . . . 
Origen remained the exegetical oracle until Chrysostom [a 

pupil of the school of Antioch] far surpassed him, not indeed 
in originality [i.e., a fetish for fables] and vigor of mind and 

extent of learning, but in sound, sober tact, in simple, 
natural analysis, and in practical application of the text. 

His [Origen’s] great defect is the neglect of the grammatical 
and historical sense and his constant desire to find a hidden 
mystic meaning. He even goes further in this direction than 

the Gnostics, who everywhere saw transcendental, 
unfathomable mysteries. . . .

— Philip Schaff (1819-1893)
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“Ante-Nicene Fathers,” (1913 ed.), Vol. IV “De 
Principiis,” bk. 4, ch. 1, “Interpretation of the Holy 

Scriptures,” § 8-17, pp. 355-66
 . . . it is necessary to proceed to the (consideration of the) 

manner in which they [the holy Scriptures] are to be read and 
understood, seeing numerous errors have been committed in 

consequence of the method in which the holy documents 
ought to be examined not having been discovered by the 

multitude [i.e., the ignorant layman]. . . .
Now the cause . . . of the false opinions, and of the impious 
statements or ignorant assertions about God, appears to be 

nothing else than the not understanding the Scripture 
according to its spiritual meaning, but the interpretation of 

it agreeably to the mere letter [i.e., what is written]. . . . 
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Now, that there are certain mystical economies made known 
by the holy Scriptures, . . . but what these are, candid and 
modest individuals confess that they know not [i.e., but I 

know]. . . .
But as there are certain passages of Scripture which do not at 
all contain the “corporeal” [i.e., literal] sense, . . . there are 
also places where we must seek only for the “soul,” as it 

were, and “spirit” of Scripture. . . .
This being the state of the case, we have to sketch what seem 

to us to be the marks of the (true) understanding of 
Scriptures. . . .
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. . . if the usefulness of the legislation [the giving of the 
law] , and the sequence and beauty of the history, were 

universally evident of itself, we should not believe that any 
other thing could be understood in the Scriptures save what 

was obvious, the word of God has arranged that certain 
stumbling-blocks, as it were, and offenses, and 

impossibilities, should be introduced into the midst of the 
law and the history, in order that we may not, through being 
drawn away in all directions . . . by not departing from the 
letter, come to the knowledge of nothing more divine [i.e., 

the plain text will deceive you].
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And this also we must know, that the principal aim being to 
announce the “spiritual” connection in those things that are 

done, . . . where the Word [i.e., the logos – the word or spirit 
of Jesus] found that things done according to the history 

could be adapted to these mystical senses, He made use of 
them, concealing from the multitude [i.e., the ignorant] the 

deeper meaning; but where, in the narrative of the 
development of super-sensual [mystical] things, there did 
not follow the performance of those certain events, . . . the 

Scripture interwove in the history (the account of) some 
event that did not take place, sometimes what could not 

have happened; sometimes what could, but did not. 
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And sometimes a few words are interpolated which are not 
true in their literal acceptation, and sometimes a larger 

number. And a similar practice also is to be noticed with 
regard to the legislation, in which is often to be found what is 
useful in itself, and appropriate to the times of the legislation 

[i.e., it was only good for the Jews back then]; and 
sometimes also what does not appear to be of utility; and at 
other times impossibilities are recorded for the sake of the 
more skillful and inquisitive [i.e., the learned], in order that 
they may give themselves to the toil of investigating what is 

written, and thus attain to a becoming conviction of the 
manner in which a meaning worthy of God must be sought 

out in such subjects.
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It was not only, however, with the (Scriptures composed) 
before the advent (of Christ) that the Spirit thus dealt; but . . . 

He did the same thing both with the evangelists and the 
apostles, — as even these do not contain throughout a 

pure history of events, which are interwoven indeed 
according to the letter, but which did not actually occur. 
Nor even do the law and the commandments wholly 
convey what is agreeable to reason. For who that has 

understanding will suppose that the first, and second, and 
third day, and the evening and the morning, existed without a 

sun, and moon, and stars? and that the first day was, as it 
were, also without a sky? 
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And who is so foolish as to suppose that God, after the 
manner of a husbandman, planted a paradise in Eden, 

towards the east, and placed in it a tree of life, visible and 
palpable, so that one tasting of the fruit by the bodily teeth 

obtained life? and again, that one was a partaker of good and 
evil by masticating what was taken from the tree? And if 

God is said to walk in the paradise in the evening, and Adam 
to hide himself under a tree, I do not suppose that any one 

doubts that these things figuratively indicate certain 
mysteries, the history having taken place in appearance, 

and not literally. 
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. . . And what need is there to say more, since those who are 
not altogether blind can collect countless instances of a 

similar kind recorded as having occurred, but which did not 
literally take place? Nay, the Gospels themselves are filled 
with the same kind of narratives; e.g., the devil leading Jesus 
up into a high mountain, in order to show him from thence 
the kingdoms of the whole world, and the glory of them. 
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For who is there among those who do not read such accounts 
carelessly, that would not condemn those who think that with 
the eye of the body — which requires a lofty height in order 
that the parts lying (immediately) under and adjacent may be 

seen — the kingdoms of the Persians, and Scythians, and 
Indians, and Parthians, were beheld, and the manner in which 

their princes are glorified among men? And the attentive 
reader may notice in the Gospels innumerable other passages 

like these, so that he will be convinced that in the histories 
that are literally recorded, circumstances that did not occur 

are inserted.
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And if we come to the legislation of Moses, many of the laws 
manifest the irrationality, and others the impossibility, of 

their literal observance. . . . if the law were to be carried out 
at all literally . . . Nay, he who carefully considers (the 

famous injunction relating to) the Sabbath, “Ye shall sit each 
one in your dwellings: let no one go out from his place on the 

seventh day,” will deem it impossible to be literally 
observed. . . . 

[etc., etc., etc., ad nauseam]
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Ibid, Vol. IV, bk. 2, ch. 7, p. 285
. . . there are countless multitudes of believers who, although 
unable to unfold methodically and clearly the results of 

their spiritual understanding [i.e., they are unable to give a 
clear and intelligible answer for their faith], are nevertheless 
most firmly persuaded that [1] neither ought circumcision to 
be understood literally, nor [2] the rest of the Sabbath, not [3] 

the pouring out of the blood of an animal, nor [4]that 
answers were given by God to Moses on these points. And 

this method of apprehension is undoubtedly suggested to the 
minds of all by the power of the Holy Spirit.

— Alexander Roberts (1826-1901), James Donaldson (1831-1915)
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How did his personal views affect his 
treatment of Scripture?
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“An Ecclesiastical History” (1847 ed.)
Ch. II “The Second Century,” p. 23

Origen . . . was also the first among the interpreters of 
Scripture at this time, but often at the sacrifice of truth. A 
great number of Scripture interpreters, both in this and the 

next century, followed Origen’s mode of interpretation with 
little variation; but this great man must have been under a 

delusion, since he believed that the Scriptures were of little 
use to those who understand them as they are written. In fact, 
all those who wished to pervert the divine truth according to 

their fancy, adopted the philosophy of Origen.
— T. W. Herbert  (c.1800-c.1870/80), Professor of Cambridge University (UK)
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“Truth Triumphant,” (2004 ed.) 
Ch. 5, “Lucian and the Church in Syria,” p. 51

. . . Origen, of the Alexandrian college, made his editions and 
commentaries of the Bible a secure retreat for all errors, and 
deformed them with philosophical speculations introducing 

casuistry [logic based reasoning] and lying. . . .
Mutilations of the Sacred Scriptures abounded. There were at 

least eighty heretical sects all striving for supremacy. Each 
took unwarranted license in removing or adding pages to 

Bible manuscripts.
— Benjamin G. Wilkinson (1872-1968)
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Summary
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Whose Wisdom?

Luke 7:35



02/15/14 Our English Bible 50

Lucian of Antioch
A teacher & diligent scribe

Taught a grammatical, 
historical, and literal method 

of interpretation
A careful copyist

He fought to preserve a pure, 
unadulterated text

The “Majority” text (5,500+)
The chosen text for the 

Protestant Bible

Origen of Alexandria
A mystic & Textual critic

Taught a mystical, allegorical, 
and symbolic method of 

interpretation
A mystical interpreter 

He fought to “amend” the text 
of its many inconsistencies

The “Minority” text (5)
The chosen text for the Papal 
Bible, and nearly all modern 

versions

The Two Textual Streams
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“History of the Christian Church,” (1907 ed.), pp. 71, 73, 
121-22

The ablest writers of this period were the Alexandrian 
teachers. Alexandria was the seat of a great university, with 

its large libraries, its learned professors, and its throng of 
inquisitive and active-minded youth. There, in the Jewish 

philosophy of Philo, Plato’s teaching had been blended with 
the doctrine of Moses and the prophets, and by means of 

allegory the Old Testament had been made to re-echo with a 
modified sound the teaching of the Greek schools of thought.
The North African writers are the pioneers in the creation of 

a Latin Christian literature. . . .
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 In philosophy, Plato’s influence was still predominant: 
Augustine, as well as Origen, was steeped in the Platonic 

spirit. 
There were two principal schools in theology, two chief 
centres of theological influence. These were Antioch and 

Alexandria. Enthusiasm for biblical study left Alexandria for 
the Syrian capital: but the Antioch scholars adopted a more 

sober and historical mode of interpretation than had belonged 
to the school of Origen, in which the allegorical method had 
prevailed. The interest in doctrinal theology was kept up in 

the Alexandrian school, which, in this particular, maintained 
its former repute.

— George Park Fisher (1827-1909)



The End
Part 2


	Our English Bible
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	“It’s Just a Matter of Taste”
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Pagan Philosophy
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Its Induction into Christianity
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37
	Slide 38
	Slide 39
	Slide 40
	Slide 41
	Slide 42
	Slide 43
	Slide 44
	How did his personal views affect his treatment of Scripture?
	Slide 46
	Slide 47
	Summary
	Slide 49
	Slide 50
	Slide 51
	Slide 52
	The End

