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Where shall we find the 
knowledge of God?
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There are two kinds of knowledge in this world:

All doctrine conveys one or a mixture of these two.
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A False Knowledge of God
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The Science of Sense
or

Natural Science
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All knowledge is not equal.
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The Babylon of the apocalypse teaches to 
the world a knowledge of God.

Its knowledge is of good and evil, 

It’s built upon the science and philosophy of 
men.

Its fruit is transgression

Its spirit is the antichrist

Its doctrine is purely natural
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“Whether you can observe a thing or not depends on the theory which you 
use. It is the theory which decides what can be observed.”

Lecture given in Berlin (1926)

“All of science is nothing more than the refinement of 
everyday thinking.”

The Journal of the Franklin Institute Vol. 221, Issue 3

“Physics and Reality,” (March - 1936)
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“Awake to righteousness, and sin not; for some have not the knowledge of 
God. . .”

1 Corinthians 15:34a
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“Every man and every woman is not only a part of God, but the Ultimate 
God. . . . The old definition of God takes new meaning for us. Each one of us 
is the One God. . . . one must acquire certain high states of consciousness to 
appreciate it.”

“Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law.” 

“Every one interprets everything in terms of his own 
experience. . . .”

“The Book of the Law,” (1904)

“Diary of a Drug Fiend,” (1922)
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“. . . I found it more and more difficult, with free scope 
given to my imagination, to invent evidence which would 
suffice to convince me. Thus disbelief crept over me at a 
very slow rate, but was at last complete. The rate was so slow 
that I felt no distress, and have never since doubted even for 
a single second that my conclusion was correct. I can indeed 
hardly see how anyone ought to wish Christianity to be true; 
for if so the plain language of the text seems to show that the 
men who do not believe, . . . will be everlastingly punished. 
And this is a damnable doctrine.”

Autobiography (1958 ed) pp. 86-87



13

“I want to examine that dangerous thing that’s common to Judaism and 
Christianity as well: the process of non-thinking called ‘faith’.”

“One of the things that is wrong with religion is that it teaches us to be 
satisfied with answers which are not really answers at all.”

“The Root of all Evil,” (2006) (taken from an interview)

“The God Delusion,” (2006)

“One of the truly bad effects of religion is that it teaches 
us that it is a virtue to be satisfied with not understanding.” 
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Genesis 3:5

“. . . ye shall be as gods, knowing 
good and evil.”
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In the Garden of Eden was the “tree of knowledge of good and 
evil. . . .” It was the will of God that Adam and Eve should not 
know evil. The knowledge of good had been freely given them; 
but the knowledge of evil, – of sin and its results, of wearing 
toil, of anxious care, of disappointment and grief, of pain and 
death, – this was in love withheld. Satan desired to make it 
appear that this knowledge of good mingled with evil would be 
a blessing, and that in forbidding them to take of the fruit of the 
tree, God was withholding great good. He urged that it was 
because of its wonderful properties for imparting wisdom and 
power that God had forbidden them to taste it, that He was thus 
seeking to prevent them from reaching a nobler development 
and finding greater happiness. 

Education, pp. 23-24
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He declared that he himself had eaten of the forbidden fruit, and 
as a result had acquired the power of speech; and that if they 
also would eat of it, they would attain to a more exalted sphere 
of existence and enter a broader field of knowledge. While Satan 
claimed to have received great good by eating of the forbidden 
tree, he did not let it appear that by transgression he had become 
an outcast from heaven. Here was falsehood, so concealed under 
a covering of apparent truth that Eve, infatuated, flattered, 
beguiled, did not discern the deception. She coveted what God 
had forbidden; she distrusted His wisdom. She cast away faith, 
the key of knowledge.

Education, pp. 23-24 (concluded)
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Proverbs 14:12

“There is a way which 
seemeth right unto a man, but 
the end thereof are the ways 

of death.”
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Romans 1:18-28

  “For the wrath of God is revealed from 
heaven against all ungodliness and 

unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth 
in unrighteousness; . . . because that, when 
they knew God, they glorified him not as 

God, neither were thankful; but became vain 
in their imaginations, and their foolish heart 
was darkened. . . . “Professing themselves to 
be wise, they became fools, and changed the 

glory of the uncorruptible God into an 
image made like to corruptible man, . . . 
Who changed the truth of God into a lie, 
and worshipped and served the creature 
more than the Creator, . . . . And even as 

they did not like to retain God in their 
knowledge, God gave them over to a 

reprobate mind,” 
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Reprobate – ἀδόκιμος 
(adokimos)

=

disproven, unfit, unqualified

or

unsound or insane
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Titus 1:16

“They profess that they know 
God; but in works they deny 
him, being abominable, and 
disobedient, and unto every 

good work reprobate 
[adokimos].”

2 Timothy 3:7

“Ever learning, and never 
able to come to the 

knowledge of the truth.”
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Philippians 3:19

“Whose end is destruction, 
whose God is their belly, and 
whose glory is in their shame, 

who mind earthly things.”

James 3:15 

“This wisdom descendeth not 
from above, but is earthly, 

sensual, devilish.”
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Satan has wrought with deceiving power, bringing in a 
multiplicity of errors that obscure the truth. Error cannot stand 
alone, and would soon become extinct if it did not fasten itself like 
a parasite upon the tree of truth. Error draws its life from the truth 
of God. The traditions of men, like floating germs, attach 
themselves to the truth of God, and men regard them as a part of 
the truth. Through false doctrines, Satan gains a foothold, and 
captivates the minds of men, causing them to hold theories that 
have no foundation in truth. 

Review & Herald, October 22, 1895, par. 3
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Men boldly teach for doctrines the commandments of men; and 
as traditions pass on from age to age, they acquire a power over 
the human mind. But age does not make error truth, neither does 
its burdensome weight cause the plant of truth to become a 
parasite. The tree of truth bears its own genuine fruit, showing its 
true origin and nature. The parasite of error also bears its own 
fruit, and makes manifest that its character is diverse from the 
plant of heavenly origin. 

It is through false theories and traditions that Satan gains his 
power over the human mind. . . .

Review & Herald, October 22, 1895, par. 3
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All knowledge that obscures or 
diminishes a believer’s faith in 

Christ is Babylon

—

It is a false science

A false knowledge of God
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The True Knowledge of God
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The Science of Faith
or

True Science
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From the dense forest depths
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To the lofty mountain peaks
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From the tropical island delights
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To the fertile fields & prairies
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From the lush jungle paradise
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To the barren desert wastes
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All creation communicates a 
knowledge of God to man.
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Yet this knowledge is 
obscured by the veil of sin 
which covers the face of 

creation, and must itself be 
interpreted.
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Who or what is to be the 
interpreter?
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Hebrews 4:12

“For the word of God is quick, and 
powerful, and sharper than any two-

edged sword, piercing even to the 
dividing asunder of soul and spirit, 

and of the joints and marrow, and is a 
discerner of the thoughts and intents of 

the heart.”
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Proverbs 2:1-5

  “My son, if thou wilt receive my 
words, and hide my commandments 
with thee; 2 so that thou incline thine 

ear unto wisdom, and apply thine heart 
to understanding; 3 yea, if thou criest 
after knowledge, and liftest up thy 
voice for understanding; 4 if thou 

seekest her as silver, and searchest for 
her as for hid treasures; 5 then shalt 

thou understand the fear of the LORD, 
and find the knowledge of God.”

“The seed is the word of God”



38

“Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they 
are they which testify of me.”

John 5:39

“. . . for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of 
prophecy.”

Revelation 19:10b



39

“Study to shew thyself approved [dokimos] unto God, a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”

2 Timothy 2:15

approved or proven 
= 

δόκιμος (dokimos)

reprobate or disproven 
=

ἀδόκιμος (adokimos)
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Studying the genuine article
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“For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our 
learning, . . .”

Romans 15:4a

2 Timothy 3:16

“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.”

διδασκαλία (didaskalia)
=

teaching or doctrine
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The teachers of Israel were not sowing the seed of the word of 
God. Christ’s work as a teacher of truth was in marked contrast 
to that of the rabbis of His time. They dwelt upon traditions, 
upon human theories and speculations. Often that which man 
had taught and written about the word, they put in place of the 
word itself. Their teaching had no power to quicken the soul. 
The subject of Christ’s teaching and preaching was the word of 
God. He met questioners with a plain, “It is written.” “What 
saith the Scriptures?” “How readest thou?” At every 
opportunity, when an interest was awakened by either friend or 
foe, He sowed the seed of the word. He who is the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life, Himself the living Word, points to the 
Scriptures, saying, “They are they which testify of Me.”

Christ’s Object Lessons, pp. 38-39



43

“But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but 
by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.”

Deuteronomy 8:3

“And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee with manna, 
which thou knewest not, neither did thy fathers know; that he might make thee 
know that man doth not live by bread only, but by every word that proceedeth 
out of the mouth of the LORD doth man live.”

Matthew 4:4
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“But the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and more 
unto the perfect day.” 

“For the commandment is a lamp; and the law is light; and reproofs of 
instruction are the way of life.”

Psalm 119:105, 130

“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.” 

“The entrance of thy words giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the 
simple.”

Proverbs 4:18; 6:23
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“For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is 
written, The just shall live by faith.” 

“So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”

Romans 1:17; 10:17
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“5. To pass life or time in a particular manner, with regard to habits or 
condition.”

True science brings the truths of Holy Writ into the life practices.

To Live



47

The banner of piety, of Bible religion, has been trailing in the 
dust, because those who claim to be followers of Jesus Christ 
follow their own ways, and conform to a standard which God 
has not given them, but one they have erected for themselves. 
But those who make a profession of Christianity, and yet fail to 
have true piety, are false lights, false sign-boards, pointing in a 
wrong direction. They call evil good, and good evil, darkness 
light, and light darkness. While claiming to be righteous, they 
indulge in loose practices after the order of the ungodly man, 
who has not the love or fear of God before his eyes. They fail to 
bring the principles of the truth they profess to believe into their 
life- practices, and regard their sins and errors as trifling things. 

The Youth’s Instructor, January 25, 1894, par. 2
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“(For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to 
the pulling down of strong holds;) 5 Casting down imaginations, and every 
high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into 
captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.”

2 Corinthians 10:4-5
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Bible Sanctification
is

True Science
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The word of God – the truth – is the channel through which 
the Lord manifests His Spirit and power. Obedience to the word 
produces fruit of the required quality – “unfeigned love of the 
brethren.” This love is heaven-born and leads to high motives 
and unselfish actions. 

When truth becomes an abiding principle in the life, the soul is 
“born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the 
word of God, which liveth and abideth forever.” This new birth 
is the result of receiving Christ as the Word of God. When by 
the Holy Spirit divine truths are impressed upon the heart, new 
conceptions are awakened, and the energies hitherto dormant are 
aroused to co-operate with God.

The Acts of the Apostles, p. 520
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There are many who claim that they have been sanctified to God, and yet 
when the great standard of righteousness is presented to them they become 
greatly excited and manifest a spirit which proves that they know nothing of 
what it means to be sanctified. They have not the mind of Christ; for those who 
are truly sanctified will reverence and obey the Word of God as fast as it is 
opened to them, and they will express a strong desire to know what is truth on 
every point of doctrine. . . . 

Review & Herald, March 25, 1902, par. 8
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Excitement is not sanctification. Entire conformity to the will 
of our Father which is in heaven is alone sanctification, and the 
will of God is expressed in His holy law. The keeping of all the 
commandments of God is sanctification. Proving yourselves 
obedient children to God’s Word is sanctification. The Word of 
God is to be our guide, not the opinions or ideas of men. Let 
those who would be truly sanctified search the Word of God 
with patience, with prayer, and with humble contrition of soul. 
Let them remember that Jesus prayed, “Sanctify them through 
Thy truth: Thy word is truth” (John 17:17).

Review & Herald, March 25, 1902, par. 8 (concluded)



53

“Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.”

John 17:17
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The End
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