Idolatry, Babylon
-&The Knowledge
of God

- Part 1 Idolatry – Babylon
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The Three Angels’ Messages
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Revelation 14:6-7
“And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting
gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and
kindred, and tongue, and people, Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give
glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and worship him that made
heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.”
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The Spirit of Prophecy, Vol. 4, p. 230
The churches that refused to receive the first angel’s message, rejected light
from Heaven. That message was sent in mercy to arouse them to see their true
condition of worldliness and backsliding, and to seek a preparation to meet
their Lord. God has ever required his people to remain separate from the
world, that they might not be allured from their allegiance to him. He delivered
the Israelites from bondage in Egypt because he would not have them
corrupted by the idolatry with which they were there surrounded.
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Revelation 14:8
“And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that
great city, because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her
fornication.”
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The Great Controversy (1911), p. 379
The first angel’s message of Revelation 14, announcing the hour of God’s
judgment and calling upon men to fear and worship Him, was designed to
separate the professed people of God from the corrupting influences of the
world and to arouse them to see their true condition of worldliness and
backsliding. In this message, God has sent to the church a warning, which, had
it been accepted, would have corrected the evils that were shutting them away
from Him.
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Revelation 14:9-10
“And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man
worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his
hand, the same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured
out without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented
with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence
of the Lamb.”
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The Great Controversy (1911), p. 378
. . . He who deliberately stifles his convictions of duty because it interferes
with his inclinations will finally lose the power to distinguish between truth
and error. The understanding becomes darkened, the conscience callous, the
heart hardened, and the soul is separated from God. Where the message of
divine truth is spurned or slighted, there the church will be enshrouded in
darkness; faith and love grow cold, and estrangement and dissension enter.
Church members center their interests and energies in worldly pursuits, and
sinners become hardened in their impenitence.
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What is Idolatry?
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Revelation 12:9
“And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and
Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and
his angels were cast out with him.”

Genesis 3:5
“For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be
opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.”
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The Great Controversy (1888), p. 555
. . . Satan studies every indication of the frailty of human nature, he marks
the sins which each individual is inclined to commit, and then he takes care
that opportunities shall not be wanting to gratify the tendency to evil. He
tempts men to excess in that which is in itself lawful, causing them, through
intemperance, to weaken physical, mental, and moral power. He has destroyed
and is destroying thousands through the indulgence of the passions, thus
brutalizing the entire nature of man. . . .
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Corinthians 8:4 1
“. . . we know that an idol is nothing . . .”

Proverbs 23:7
“For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he: . . .”
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Empires of the Bible, p. 40
Every idol, every false god, is of itself simply nothing.
The only way in which it can possibly seem to be anything,
is from the imagination of its devotees. What the worshiper
imagines the god to be, that is all that it is; that is all that it
can be. And whatever his fears or his desires dictate, that is
what he will imagine the god to be. Therefore it is perfectly
plain that every idol, every false god, is but the reflection of
its devotee. It is also perfectly plain that in this reflexive
way each idolater is himself his own god. Each idolater
being his own god, it is also plain that all idolatry, all false
worship, is but self-worship.
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Idolatry
εἰδωλολατρεία (eidololatreia)
=
εἴδωλον (eidolon) an idol
+
λατρεία (latreia) service/worship
=
The service/worship of idols

p. 174
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Idolatry – Modern & Ancient
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Education, p. 25
It was distrust of God’s goodness, disbelief of His word, and rejection of His
authority, that made our first parents transgressors, and that brought into the
world a knowledge of evil. It was this that opened the door to every species of
falsehood and error.
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Testimonies for the Church Vol. 1, p. 609
I was pointed back to ancient Israel. But two of the adults of
the vast army that left Egypt entered the land of Canaan. Their
dead bodies were strewn in the wilderness because of their
transgressions. Modern Israel are in greater danger of forgetting
God and being led into idolatry than were His ancient people.
Many idols are worshiped, even by professed Sabbath-keepers.
God especially charged His ancient people to guard against
idolatry, for if they should be led away from serving the living
God, His curse would rest upon them, while if they would love
Him with all their heart, with all their soul, and with all their
might, He would abundantly bless them in basket and in store,
and would remove sickness from the midst of them.
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Exodus 20:1-5a
“And God spake all these words, saying, I am the LORD thy God, which
have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. Thou
shalt have no other gods before me. Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven
image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the
earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: Thou shalt not bow down
thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous
God, . . .”
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Deuteronomy 12:8
“Ye shall not do after all the things that we do here this day, every man
whatsoever is right in his own eyes.”
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Review & Herald, April 23, 1901, par. 13a
“After entering Canaan, the children of Israel gradually went into idolatry.
By His prophets God sent them message after message. But they forgot the
instructions of their leader, and followed their own inclinations and the
imagination of their own hearts, until the Lord could no longer protect them.”
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Judges 21:25
“In those days there was no king in Israel: every man did that which was
right in his own eyes.”
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1 Samuel 15:23a
“For rebellion is [as] the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is [as] iniquity
and idolatry. . . .”
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Ezekiel 23:1-3, 7-8
“The word of the LORD came again unto me, saying, Son of man, there were
two women, the daughters of one mother: and they committed whoredoms in
Egypt; they committed whoredoms in their youth: . . . And the names of them
were Aholah the elder, and Aholibah her sister: and they were mine, and they
bare sons and daughters. Thus were their names; Samaria is Aholah, and
Jerusalem Aholibah. . . .” “Thus she committed her whoredoms with them,
with all them that were the chosen men of Assyria, and with all on whom she
doted: with all their idols she defiled herself. Neither left she her whoredoms
brought from Egypt: for in her youth they lay with her, and they bruised the
breasts of her virginity, and poured their whoredom upon her.”
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Romans 2:22
“Thou that sayest a man should not commit adultery, dost thou commit
adultery? thou that abhorrest idols, dost thou commit sacrilege?”

Malachi 3:8
“Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we
robbed thee? In tithes and offerings.”
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Testimonies for the Church – Vol. 9, pp. 246-47
That which has been set apart according to the Scriptures as
belonging to the Lord constitutes the revenue of the gospel and
is no longer ours. It is no better than sacrilege for a man to
take from God’s treasury in order to serve himself or to serve
others in their secular business. Some have been at fault in
diverting from the altar of God that which has been especially
dedicated to Him. All should regard this matter in the right light.
Let no one, when brought into a strait place, take money
consecrated to religious purposes and use it for his advantage,
soothing his conscience by saying that he will repay it at some
future time. Far better cut down the expenses to correspond with
the income, to restrict the wants, and live within the means than
to use the Lord’s money for secular purposes.
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1 Corinthians 6:19-20
“What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is
in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? For ye are bought
with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are
God’s.”
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Revelation 18:23
“And the light of a candle shall shine no more at all in thee; and the voice of
the bridegroom and of the bride shall be heard no more at all in thee: for thy
merchants were the great men of the earth; for by thy sorceries were all
nations deceived.”

Isaiah 47:9
“But these two things shall come to thee in a moment in one day, the loss of
children, and widowhood: they shall come upon thee in their perfection for the
multitude of thy sorceries, and for the great abundance of thine
enchantments.”
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Sorceries
φαρμακεία (pharmakeia)
“a. the use or the administering of drugs . . . b.
poisoning . . . c. sorcery, magical arts, often
found in connection with idolatry and fostered
by it.”
Pharmacy = where drugs are sold
Pharmacist = a seller of drugs
Pharmacology = drug manufacturing
Pharmacologist = a drug manufacturer

p. 649
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Are we robbing God of our bodies by using drugs like these?
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Or perhaps these?
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Or these?
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Or may be our drug are those rich, tasty foods?

33

sauerkraut
yogurt

Or those equally addicting fermented foods?

sourdough bread

kimchi
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And don’t forget those tasty junk-foods!

35

Proverbs 23:1-2
“When thou sittest to eat with a ruler, consider diligently what is
before thee: 2 And put a knife to thy throat, if thou be a man given
to appetite.”

Appetite – ש-פ-( נnephesh)
=
soul
(i.e., the feeding of the taste or self)
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Feasting & Banqueting

Luke 21:34
“And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time
your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting,
and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and
so that day come upon you unawares.”
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Even too much of a good
thing is bad

Surfeit
“To feed with meat or drink, so as to oppress the stomach and derange the
functions of the system; to overfeed and produce sickness or uneasiness.”
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What principle are we living by?

living to eat or eating to live
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Christian Temperance & Bible Hygiene, pp. 11-12
. . . The same sins that brought judgments upon the world in the days of
Noah, exist in our day. Men and women now carry their eating and drinking so
far that it ends in gluttony and drunkenness. This prevailing sin, the indulgence
of perverted appetite, inflamed the passions of men in the days of Noah, and
led to widespread corruption. . . . The same sins of gluttony and drunkenness
benumbed the moral sensibilities of the inhabitants of Sodom, so that crime
seemed to be the delight of the men and women of that wicked city.
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Christian Temperance & Bible Hygiene, pp. 11-12
Christ thus warns the world: “Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot: they
did eat, they drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they builded; but the
same day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven
and destroyed them all. Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is
revealed.”
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Christian Temperance & Bible Hygiene, pp. 11-12
Christ has here left us a most important lesson. He would lay before us the
danger of making our eating and drinking paramount. He presents the result of
unrestrained indulgence of appetite. The moral powers are enfeebled, so that
sin does not appear sinful. Crime is lightly regarded, and passion controls the
mind, until good principles and impulses are rooted out, and God is
blasphemed. All this is the result of eating and drinking to excess. This is the
very condition of things which Christ declares will exist at His second coming.
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Christian Temperance & Bible Hygiene, p. 53
The apostle Peter understood the relation between the mind and the body,
and raised his voice in warning to his brethren: “Dearly beloved, I beseech you
as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the
soul.” Many regard this text as a warning against licentiousness only; but it has
a broader meaning. It forbids every injurious gratification of appetite or
passion. Every perverted appetite becomes a warring lust.
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Galatians 5:19-21
“Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery,
fornication, uncleanness, lascivious-ness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred,
variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, envyings, murders,
drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I
have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit
the kingdom of God.”
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Colossians 3:5-7
“Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication,
uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness,
which is idolatry: for which things’ sake the wrath of God cometh on the
children of disobedience: in the which ye also walked some time, when ye
lived in them.”
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1 Peter 4:1-4
“Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves
likewise with the same mind: for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased
from sin; that he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh to the
lusts of men, but to the will of God. For the time past of our life may suffice
us to have wrought the will of the Gentiles, when we walked in lasciviousness
lusts, excess of wine, revellings, banquetings, and abominable idolatries:
wherein they think it strange that ye run not with them to the same excess
of riot, speaking evil of you.”
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Christian Temperance & Bible Hygiene, p. 114
God has granted to this people great light, yet we are not placed beyond the
reach of temptation. Who among us are seeking help from the gods of Ekron?
Look on this picture – a picture not drawn from imagination. In how many,
even among Seventh-day Adventists, may its leading characteristics be seen!
An invalid, apparently very conscientious, yet bigoted and self-sufficient,
freely avows his contempt for the laws of life and health, which divine mercy
has led us as a people to accept.
[continued on next slide]
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Christian Temperance & Bible Hygiene, p. 114 (continued)
His food must be prepared in a manner to satisfy his morbid cravings. Rather
than sit at a table where wholesome food is provided, he will patronize
restaurants, because he can there indulge appetite without restraint. A fluent
advocate of temperance, he disregards its foundation principles. He wants
relief, but refuses to obtain it at the price of self-denial. That man is
worshiping at the shrine of perverted appetite. He is an idolater.
[continued on next slide]
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Christian Temperance & Bible Hygiene, p. 114 (continued)
The powers, which, sanctified and ennobled, might be employed to honor God,
are weakened, and rendered of little service. An irritable temper, a confused
brain, and unstrung nerves are among the results of his disregard of nature's
laws. He is inefficient and unreliable. Whoever has the courage and honesty to
warn him of danger, thereby incurs his displeasure. The slightest remonstrance
or opposition is sufficient to rouse his combative spirit. But now an
opportunity is presented to seek help from one whose power comes through
the medium of witchcraft.
[concluded on next slide]
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Christian Temperance & Bible Hygiene, p. 114 (concluded)
To this source he applies with eagerness, freely expending time and money in
the hope of securing the proffered boon. He is deceived, infatuated. The
sorcerer’s power is made the theme of praise, and others are influenced to seek
his aid. Thus the God of Israel is dishonored, while Satan’s power is revered
and exalted.
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Conclusion
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Revelation 18:4
“And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my
people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her
plagues.”
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Revelation 21:8; 22:14-15
“But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and
whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in
the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.”
“Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree
of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city. For without are dogs, and
sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever
loveth and maketh a lie.”
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Revelation 14:1, 4-5
“And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with him an
hundred forty and four thousand, having his Father’s name written in their
foreheads. . . . These are they which were not defiled with women; for they are
virgins. These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. These
were redeemed from among men, being the first-fruits unto God and to the
Lamb. And in their mouth was found no guile: for they are without fault before
the throne of God.”
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Colossians 2:8
“Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the
tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.”

Corinthians 10:14 1
“Wherefore, my dearly beloved, flee from idolatry.”
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The End of Part 1
—

Next Part 2
The Knowledge of God
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