
  



  DANIEL’S DREAM



  



  

After this I beheld, and lo another, like a leopard, which had 
upon the back of it four wings of a fowl; the beast had also four 
heads; and dominion was given to it.

Daniel 7:6



  

Coming into Greece, . . . The god worshipped as a child in the arms of 
the great Mother in Greece, under the names of Dionusos, or Bacchus, 
or Iacchus, is, by ancient inquirers, expressly identified with the 
Egyptian Osiris. This was the case with Herodotus, who had prosecuted 
his inquiries in Egypt itself, who ever speaks of Osiris as Bacchus. . . . 
Now, as if to identify Bacchus with Nimrod, “the Leopard-tamer,” 
leopards were employed to draw his car; he himself was represented as 
clothed with leopard’s skin; his priests were attired in the same manner, 
. . .

– The Two Babylons (1862), p. 66
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If wings upon the lion signified rapidity of conquest, they would signify 
the same here. The leopard itself is a swift-footed beast, but this was not 
sufficient to represent the career of the nation which it symbolized in 
this respect; it must have wings in addition. Two wings, the number the 
lion had, were not sufficient, it must have four; this would denote 
unparalleled celerity of movement, which we find to be historically true 
of the Grecian kingdom. The conquests of Grecia under Alexander have 
no parallel in historic annals for suddenness and rapidity.

– Daniel & the Revelation (1897), p. 128
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Unsurpassed Speed of Conquest



  

Alexander was one of the greatest generals of all time, noted for his 
brilliance as a tactician and troop leader and for the rapidity with which 
he could traverse great expanses of territory. 

– (2005 ed.) Article, “Alexander the Great”

The Leopard

Alexander Rapidity of Movement

Encarta Encyclopedia



  

No human being has ever showed such energy in war. While he never 
spared himself, his marches sometimes killed with fatigue the men and 
horses who accompanied him. Whatever there was to do, he did it with 
the utmost swiftness: . . .

– History of Greece (1878), chp. 7, p. 115
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The Utmost Swiftness

Charles Alan Fyffe
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The vast empire created by Alexander’s unparalleled conquests was 
distracted by the wranglings and wars of his successors, and before the 
close of the fourth century B.C. had become broken into many 
fragments. Besides minor states, four well-defined and important 
monarchies rose out of the ruins. . . . . Their rulers were Lysimachus, 
Cassander, Seleucus Nicator, and Ptolemy, who had each assumed the 
title of king.

– A History of Greece (1895), chp. 27, pp. 456, 57
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Greece Divided into Four Heads

Philip Van Ness Myers



  

After a great deal of fighting among the generals, there arose a great 
protracted war against Antigonos, until at length, in B.C. 311, the vast 
empire was divided among the competitors. But the peace did not last 
long; a fresh war broke out, and five of the generals assumed the title of 
king. Matters, however, still remained unsettled in consequence of the 
pretensions of Antigonos. But he was killed in a great battle fought at 
Ipsos, in B.C. 301, whereupon a peace was concluded in which 
Macedonia, Thrace, Syria, and Egypt were recognised as independent 
kingdoms.

– A History of Greece (1875), chp. 12, pp. 130, 31

The Leopard

Greece Divided into Four Heads
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Thus accurately were the words of the prophet fulfilled. As Alexander 
left no available successor, why did not the huge empire break up into 
countless petty fragments? Why into just four parts, and no more? 
Because the prophecy had said that there should be four. The leopard 
had four heads, . . . the kingdom was to have four divisions; and thus it 
was. 

– Daniel & the Revelation (1897), pp. 130, 131
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The dominion of the whole world, or, however, a very large dominion; 
and this was given of God, and according to his will, and the ordering 
of his providence; for to nothing else can it be ascribed, that with thirty 
thousand men Alexander should beat an army of six hundred thousand; 
and with such a handful of men subdue so many kingdoms and nations, 
and that in the space of a few years.

– Exposition of the Entire Bible, Daniel 7:6
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Alexander’s Success Due to God



  

It was not owing to the skill, courage, or valor of Alexander and his 
troops, that he made those wondrous conquests; the nations were given 
to him. For, as Bishop Newton says, had he not been assisted by the 
mighty power of God, how could he, with only thirty thousand men, 
have overcome Darius with six hundred thousand; and in so short a time 
have brought the countries from Greece as far as India into subjection?

– Commentary on the Bible, Daniel 7:6
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The End
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The Terrible Beast
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