
  



  DANIEL’S DREAM



  

Part I
Introduction to the Vision



  

Why was not the vision of chapter 2 sufficient? We answer, The ground 
is passed over again and again that additional characteristics may be 
brought out, and additional facts and features may be presented. It is 
thus that we have ‘line upon line.’

– Daniel & the Revelation (1897), p. 127
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Surely the Lord GOD will do 
nothing, but he revealeth his secret 
unto his servants the prophets.

Amos 3:7
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In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon Daniel had a 
dream and visions of his head upon his bed: . . .

Daniel 7:1
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Daniel 7:2

. . . then he wrote the dream, and told the sum of the matters:
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Daniel 7:2

Daniel spake and said, I saw in my vision by night, and, behold, 
the four winds of the heaven strove upon the great sea.
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A noise shall come even to the 
ends of the earth; . . . he will give 
them that are wicked to the 
sword, . . . Behold, evil shall go 
forth from nation to nation, and a 
great whirlwind shall be raised 
up from the coasts of the earth.

Jeremiah 25:31, 32 What do winds signify?
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winds = war/revolutionAnd upon Elam will I bring the 
four winds from the four quarters 
of heaven, . . . I will cause Elam 
to be dismayed before their 
enemies, . . . I will send the 
sword after them, till I have 
consumed them: 

Jeremiah 49:36-37 What do winds signify?
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Revelation 17:15

And he saith unto me, The waters 
which thou sawest, . . . are peoples, 
and multitudes, and nations, and 
tongues.

What do waters signify?
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waters = nations of peopleWoe to the multitude of many 
people, which make a noise like 
the noise of the seas; and to the 
rushing of nations, that make a 
rushing like the rushing of mighty 
waters!

Isaiah 17:12 What do waters signify?
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A heaving ocean – or an ocean tossed with storms – would be a natural 
emblem to denote a nation, or nations, agitated with internal conflicts, 
or nations in the midst of revolutions. Among the sacred poets and the 
prophets, hosts of armies invading a land are compared to overflowing 
waters, and mighty changes among the nations to the heaving billows of 
the ocean in a storm. Compare Jer 46:7-8; Jer 47:2; Isa 8:7-8; Isa 17:12; 
Isa 59:19; Dan 11:40; Rev 13:1.

– Comments on Daniel 7:2

Nation against Nation
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Four great beasts came up from the 
sea, diverse one from another.

Daniel 7:3
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These great beasts, . . . are four 
kings, . . . . The fourth beast shall be 
the fourth kingdom upon earth, . . .

Daniel 7:17, 23
beast = king / kingdom

What does a beast signify?
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Here earthly governments are viewed as represented in the light of 
Heaven. Their true character is shown by the symbol of wild and 
ravenous beasts. 

– Daniel & the Revelation (1897), p. 127
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Several animals, as a Lion, a Bear, a Leopard, a Goat, according to their 
qualities; are put for several kingdoms and bodies politic. 

– Observations on Daniel and the Apocalypse, chap. 2

Kingdoms/Political Bodies

Introduction to the Vision



  

It was from this agitated sea that the beasts that Daniel saw, 
representing successive kingdoms, seemed to rise; and the fair 
interpretation of this part of the symbol is, that there was, or would be, 
as it appeared in vision to Daniel, commotions among the nations 
resembling the sea driven by storms, and that from these commotions 
there would arise successive kingdoms having the characteristics 
specified by the appearance of the four beasts.

– Notes on the Bible, Daniel 7:2

Nation against Nation
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As a consequence of the storm on the sea, there arise out of it four 
fierce beasts, not all at once, but, as Dan 7:6 and Dan 7:7 teach, one 
after another, and each having a different appearance. The diversity of 
the form of the beasts, inasmuch as they represent kingdoms, is 
determined beforehand, not only to make it noticeable that the selection 
of this symbol is not arbitrary but is significant, but emphatically to 
intimate that the vision of different kingdoms is not to be dealt with, as 
many interpreters seem inclined to do, as one only of different kings of 
one kingdom.

– Commentary on the Old Testament, Daniel 7:2, 3

Keil & Delitzsch

The Rise & Fall of Different Consecutive Kingdoms
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The consistency of the figures as illustrating the events of human 
history is at once seen. In the most populous civilized portions of the 
earth, which from earliest history have been western Asia, and Europe, 
political strife has moved among the people. As a consequence, 
revolution has succeeded revolution, and four great kingdoms have one 
after another arisen and fallen.

– The Biblical Institute (1878), p. 40

The Symbols Consistent with History
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606 – 538 B.C.

538 – 331 B.C.

331 – 168 B.C.

168 B.C. – 476 A.D.
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The End



  

Next
The Lion
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