
In the following verses, four angels were seen holding the four 
winds, but when they were about to let them go, another angel with 
the seal of God tells them to hold them until the servants of God 
are sealed.

And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four cor-
ners of the earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that the 
wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor on any 
tree. (2) And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having 
the seal of the living God: and he cried with a loud voice to the 
four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea, 
(3) Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till 
we have sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads. (4) And 
I heard the number of them which were sealed: and there were 
sealed an hundred and forty and four thousand of all the tribes of 
the children of Israel. (Revelation 7:1)

On January 5, 1849, and in a sequel a few days later, Ellen White 
saw in vision that Jesus was still interceding for Israel, but when He 
would finish His work, the four angels (mentioned in the verses 
quoted above, from Revelation 7) would let go and the seven last 
plagues would be poured out.

...The nations are now getting angry, but when our High Priest 
has finished His work in the sanctuary, He will stand up, put on 
the garments of vengeance, and then the seven last plagues will be 
poured out.  (Early Writings, p. 36.1) 

I saw that the four angels would hold the four winds until Jesus’ 
work was done in the sanctuary, and then will come the seven last 
plagues. (Early Writings, p. 36.2)

Microcosms of the Time of Trouble

With photos, and eyewitness accounts of the Khmer Rouge Democide as told to author 
by David Sims
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She saw the scene depicted in Revelation 7, of the four angels on 
their way to accomplish their work on the earth, but the command 
came to hold until the servants of God were sealed.

I saw four angels who had a work to do on the earth, and were 
on their way to accomplish it. Jesus was clothed with priestly gar-
ments. He gazed in pity on the remnant, then raised His hands, 
and with a voice of deep pity cried, “My blood, Father, My blood, 
My blood, My blood!” … (Early Writings, p. 38.1) 

I asked my accompanying angel the meaning of what I heard, 
and what the four angels were about to do. He said to me that it 
was God that restrained the powers, and that He gave His angels 
charge over things on the earth; that the four angels had power 
from God to hold the four winds, and that they were about to let 
them go; but while their hands were loosening, and the four winds 
were about to blow, the merciful eye of Jesus gazed on the remnant 
that were not sealed, and He raised His hands to the Father and 
pleaded with Him that He had spilled His blood for them. Then 
another angel was commissioned to fly swiftly to the four angels 
and bid them hold, until the servants of God were sealed with the 
seal of the living God in their foreheads. (Early Writings, p. 38.2)

Angels don’t just act on their own initiative. They don’t make their 
own decisions. They would not be heading for the earth to let the 
four winds go if it was not the time that God had specified that 
they should be let go. But Jesus pleaded His blood, and in mercy, 
extra time was allotted. Ellen White related this vision to the things 
taking place in the world at that time when she said, “the nations 
are now getting angry” (Early Writings, p. 36.1 ). This vision was 
given in 1849, January 5, and then continued just a few days later.

A vision given  about three weeks previously helps us understand 
what she was speaking about.

December 16, 1848 … I saw that the powers of earth are now 
being shaken and that events come in order. War, and rumors of 
war, sword, famine, and pestilence are first to shake the powers of 
earth, then the voice of God will shake the sun, moon, and stars, 
and this earth also. I saw that the shaking of the powers in Europe 
is not, as some teach, the shaking of the powers of heaven, but it 
is the shaking of the angry nations. (Early Writings, p. 41.1, 2)

Here, she speaks of the powers of Europe being shaken at that very 
time, December 16, 1848. What was happening at that time? Rev-
olutions were taking place in 50 different countries in Europe. On 
February 21, 1848, Karl Marx had published the Communist Man-
ifesto. This was the sign to the communist parties in the various 
countries to rise up in revolution, beginning in France.

The street demonstrations of workers and artisans in Paris, 
France, from February 22 through 24, 1848, which resulted in the 
forced abdication of King Louis Philippe of France and his depar-
ture from France to live in Britain, was the immediate spur to 
revolt in Germany.[1] In France the revolution of 1848 became 
known as the February Revolution. (Revolutions of 1848 in the 
German states – Wikipedia)

The revolution soon spread across Europe and started in Germany 
with the large demonstrations on March 13, 1848, in Vienna, 
Austria, which resulted in the resignation of Prince von Metter-
nich as chief advisor to Emperor Ferdinand I of Austria and his 
departure from Austria to live in Britain.[1] Because of the date 
of these demonstrations, the revolutions in Germany are usually 
called the March Revolution. ( ibid)

The German Revolutions of 1848 swept across 50 countries in 
Europe, and had a major impact on the German-speaking states. 
(ibid ) 

When Ellen White saw these visions in December and then three 
weeks later in January of the next year, these revolutions were 
ongoing. Europe was in chaos. J.N. Loughborough, speaking of the 
situation in the world as it stood just one month prior, stated:

At the time that vision was given (A vision given - Nov. 18, 1848), 
it did really look as if all the nations would soon be in a “whirl-
wind” of war. Of the situation, United States Senator Choate said, 
“It has seemed to me as if the prerogatives of crowns, and the 
rights of men, and the hoarded resentments of a thousand years, 
were about to unsheathe the sword for a conflict in which blood 
shall flow, as in apocalyptic vision ‘to the bridles of the horses.’” 
(1984 J.N. Loughborough, Heavenly Visions 42.3)

The world was on the verge of the time of trouble depicted in 
Daniel and Revelation. The angels were beginning to let go of the 
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four winds, but suddenly a change came in the beginning of 1849, 
just after the vision was given.

In a few months the nations were all quiet again; but this change 
came on so unexpectedly that Horace Greeley, in speaking of it in 
the New York Tribune, said, “It was a great wonder to politicians 
what started all that turmoil of the nations, but a greater wonder 
still what stopped it all so suddenly.” (1984 J.N. Loughborough, 
Heavenly Visions 42.4) 

But, in the statement quoted above (Early Writings, p. 38.1), 
God revealed to His servant what stopped it. Our great advocate 
pleading “My blood Father, My blood, My blood, My blood! Dear 
reader, the time God had scheduled the four winds to blow was in 
1848. But Jesus pleaded for more time! We are living in borrowed 
time since then! Jesus has been waiting for us, but He will not wait 
forever.

It is our conclusion that the time of trouble when the four winds 
are let go, will at least in part result from Marxist policies. The ser-
vant of the Lord has warned us of this in relating the history of 
the communist French Revolution of 1789 to the late 1790s. One 
of the more violent instigating factions during this revolution was 
the Jacobin Club, whose principles were later further developed, 
enlarged upon and published by Karl Marx in his “Communist 
Manifesto”.

At the same time anarchy is seeking to sweep away all law, not 
only divine, but human. The centralizing of wealth and power; 
the vast combinations for the enriching of the few at the expense 
of the many; the combinations of the poorer classes for the defense 
of their interests and claims; the spirit of unrest, of riot and blood-
shed; the world-wide dissemination of the same teachings that 
led to the French Revolution--all are tending to involve the whole 
world in a struggle similar to that which convulsed France.  (Edu-
cation, p. 228.2)

During the French Revolution of 1789 to the late 1790s, the streets 
ran with the blood of the slain, and the guillotine was too slow to 
kill the hundreds of thousands in the prisons awaiting execution. 
People were lined up and shot with grapeshot. Barges were filled 
with the accused and sunk. No one was safe. The Great Contro-
versy, pages 265-288, gives a graphic description.

Democide by Communist 
Regimesi

Would we know what to expect from communist regimes? Tor-
ture, genocide and democide. Democide refers to murder by gov-
ernment. This does not include legitimate executions for crimes, 
deaths by wars, nor even the revolutions that brought these gov-
ernments into power. The democide statistics cited below, are just a 
few of the many examples from history that could be cited. 

• USSR - (1917-1987) - 61,911,000 

• China - (1949 – 1987) – 73,236,000 (updated figureii)

• Vietnam - (1945-1987) - 1,670,000 

• Yugoslavia - (1944-1987) - 1,072,000

• Cambodia - (1975 – 1979) – 2,035,000

• Total democide figures of these and other communist regimes 
in the 20th century – 148,286,000 (This does not include the 
more than 30,000,000 deaths from the revolutions and wars 
that put these governments into power. All statistics are mid-
range figures, obtained from “Death by government” By R.J. 
Rummel. See endnote.i)

KHMER ROUGE - CAMBODIA
All paintings are of actual scenes, painted by one of only seven 
survivors of S-21

We recently went on a mission trip to Cambodia, where we 
received an amazing but gruesome history lesson as we were taken 
for a visit to the killing fields and torture prisons of the Khmer 
Rouge communist revolution (1970 to 1975). We soon realized 
we were seeing a microcosm of the coming, worldwide “Time 
of Trouble”. This revolution culminated in a horrific genocide 
of various, entire classes of people. When the rebel forces of the 
Khmer Rouge, gained the victory, initially there was singing and 
celebrating. Many of the people had been deceived into thinking 
that this would be the beginning of long-hoped-for peace. Many 
wonderful promises had been made. However, within 3 hours of 
the rebel army marching into Phnom Phen, the capital city, they 
began rounding up the inhabitants, and forcing them to leave, as 
had been their policy in other cities they had captured previously. 
The city virtually became a ghost town.

The people that were driven from their homes, were told this move 
was temporary, for their own protection from the Americans, but 
it was in fact, to be permanent. Forced to walk for weeks or months 
with virtually no food or water, it became essentially, a “death 
march”. The experience of the revolutionaries in previously cap-
tured territories had taught them that urban Cambodians retained 
old capitalist habits of trade and business, so it became their policy 
to entirely drive out the inhabitants of the cities, and mark them 
for destruction. The Khmer Rouge demonetized and burned the 

Killing Fields Memorial
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Torture

Killing Fields - Skulls

currency, and banned buying and selling, systematically destroyed 
food sources that could not be easily subjected to centralized 
storage and control, cut down fruit trees, forbade fishing or picking 
of wild fruit, or taking food from any source other than what was 
given them from the government. It outlawed the planting or har-
vesting of mountain rice, abolished medicine and hospitals, abol-
ished private transportation, and forced people to walk long dis-
tances without access to water.

After arriving at a forced labor camp, those that were so unfor-
tunate as to have survived the trip were marked for destruction; 
given 2 bowls of rice water per day while expected to work long 
hours, often 18 or more hours per day. Widespread starvation 
ensued. In 1976, while millions were starving, the government 
exported 150,000 tons of rice,iii and numerous other commodi-
ties. If anyone tried to take something to eat for himself, he was 
severely punished or killed. Pol Pot stated that “… the first step in 
progress [was] deliberately designed to exterminate an entire class”. 
This class designated for extermination included those who had 
been urban dwellers, anyone with education or strong minds that 
would possibly retain capitalist ideas; doctors, lawyers, teachers, 
pastors, priests, Christians, etc. Twenty-five thousand Buddhist 
monks were massacred, religion and prayer were banned. People 
were sentenced to death without a hearing, based only upon their 
profession, their previous political associations, their religion, their 
race or place of residence, etc.  But first many were sent to prisons 
that existed for the purpose of torturing the prisoners to force them 
to make confessions worthy of death, before they were taken to the 
killing fields to be killed.

The government confiscated all consumer goods, piling vehicles, 
refrigerators, radios and air conditioners up in the streets and 
burning them. Among the activities utterly banned were music-
making, prayer, using money and reading. Anyone who disobeyed 
these restrictions was sent to a torture prison or sent to one of the 
Killing Fields.

Cities and villages alike, families were torn apart, husbands from 
wives, children from parents and then scattered to forced labor 
camps in various parts of the country. We received a firsthand 
report from the father of Marrah’s friend who remembers well the 
ordeal. As they would report to work each morning, many were 
pulled aside and killed on the spot, or sent off to prisons that later 
were found out to be places of torture. The people were given a 
quota, and beaten if not enough rice was produced. The weak and 
sick were brutally killed. What seemed incredible was that this was 
not a foreign invading army but their own countrymen. 

We were shocked as we visited S-21, one of the hundreds of the tor-
ture prisons. Their methods of torture are too gruesome to relate. 
Soldiers were trained how to cause the greatest terror and pain 
while prolonging life. Tortures were done systematically, several 
times daily, and kept up sometimes for weeks, before the prisoners 
were sent to the killing fields where they were killed and buried 
in mass graves. A detailed photographic and written record was 
kept of each of the prisoners. A photo was taken of each prisoner 
when they arrived, and a number assigned them. Pictures were 
often taken of them being tortured, a few of which are now hanging 
on the walls in the rooms used for torturing. We were forbidden 
to take pictures of these photographs due to their graphic nature. 

Torture

Torture with Poisonous Insects
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Tortured Victims Confined in Cell

Torture Instruments Babies Torn from Mothers

They were so gruesome and terrible to look upon. At least several 
hundred thousand were tortured in these prisons before being sent 
to one of the places now known as “killing fields” to be killed. 

We listened to a recording of one soldier whose job was torturing 
prisoners. He described an experience of burning with lustful 
passion toward one of the female prisoners, but since romance or 
physical intimacy was strictly forbidden by anyone without gov-
ernment permission, he let out his passions in physical abuse as he 
mercilessly tortured her.

We visited one of the “killing fields”, one of the places where many 
of the 2 to 3 million Cambodians were killed. These were not 
prisons, but mass grave sites. The prisoners were usually killed 
immediately or the same day of arrival. If there were too many to 
be killed, the prisoners might be held over till the next day. Bullets 
were considered too expensive to waste, so they took the prisoners 
next to the large holes and using various farm implements, knives 
or hammers, they butchered the people until, half dead they fell in 
the holes. Then, whether dead or alive, DDT was sprinkled over 
them to decompose them and help remove the stench so neigh-
bors would not find out what was happening there. When enough 
bodies filled the holes, they were buried. We stood beside a fence 
covered with clothing from the dead that had gradually worked its 
way to the surface after floods. We stood beside a tree named the 
killing tree, because that is where babies and little children were 
ripped from their mother’s arms and being held by the feet, their 
heads were smashed into the tree.

Marrah spoke with one individual who others say has almost gone 
insane, living to this day in the same village with the man she 
watched brutally murder her husband.

See end-notes for further references. iv

Trade Unions will bring Upon 
us a Time of Trouble

Ellen White has warned us that Trade Unions will be one of the 
agencies that will bring this world into a time of trouble. Notice the 
following statements:

The trades unions will be one of the agencies that will bring upon 
this earth a time of trouble such as has not been since the world 
began.--Letter 200, 1903.  (Country Living, p. 10.2)  

The work of the people of God is to prepare for the events of the 
future, which will soon come upon them with blinding force. In 
the world gigantic monopolies will be formed. Men will bind 
themselves together in unions that will wrap them in the folds of 
the enemy. A few men will combine to grasp all the means to be 
obtained in certain lines of business. Trades unions will be formed, 
and those who refuse to join these unions will be marked men.--
Letter 26, 1903.  (Country Living, p. 10.3)
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Trade unions are a creation of communism, and are used by it to 
destabilize society and overthrow governments.

Consider the evidences we have seen, that communism will play a 
significant role in bringing this world into a time of trouble such as 
the world has never seen:

• Ellen White tells us that the cruel scenes enacted in France 
under the revolution of the 1790s will be repeated on a world-
wide scale, and will arise from the same teachings. It was com-
munist.

• She mentions that gigantic monopolies would be formed 
resulting in confederacies of the poorer classes and the forma-
tion of trade unions which would be one of the agencies that 
would bring on the world a time of trouble. This describes the 
methods of communism.

• When the four angels began to let go of the four winds, it was 
manifest in communist revolutions in 50 countries. It is rea-
sonable to conclude that when they again let loose, this time 
completely, it will again be manifest in communist revolutions.

• The history of communist party regimes testifies that they 
bring in a most terrible time of trouble.

Don’t be fooled into thinking that communism in the soviet union 
is dead or that communism around the world is disappearing. 
The truth is, socialism, the economy of communism, has overtly 
been accepted by virtually the entire world. Now, many formerly 
communist governments allow elections to take place giving an 
appearance of freedom, and may not be officially called commu-
nist, however, Marxism (communist philosophy), still has a con-
trolling influence.

Though Marxism is atheistic, even Protestant America, under 
the guise of feminism, government-sponsored day cares, kinder-
gartens, preschools, public education, labor unions, and various 
social reforms, has accepted Marxism. Under various terms, it is 
even being promoted in the schools and the media in America, and 
has been for many decades.v It is no coincidence that the USA is 
prophesied to be in the last days one of the chief instigators of per-
secution.

When I learned how the communists violently confiscated all per-
sonal properties including food, and made it illegal to even gather 
wild fruits or plants, or to eat anything other than the rations the 
government gave or to eat anywhere other than the public eating 
place at the specified time, I thought of this quote:

The Lord has shown me repeatedly that it is contrary to the Bible 
to make any provision for our temporal wants in the time of 
trouble. I saw that if the saints had food laid up by them or in the 
field in the time of trouble, when sword, famine, and pestilence 
are in the land, it would be taken from them by violent hands 
and strangers would reap their fields. Then will be the time for 
us to trust wholly in God, and He will sustain us. I saw that our 
bread and water will be sure at that time, and that we shall not 
lack or suffer hunger; for God is able to spread a table for us in the 
wilderness. If necessary He would send ravens to feed us, as He 
did to feed Elijah, or rain manna from heaven, as He did for the 
Israelites. {Early Writings 56.2} 

Torture Room

Killing Tree

Comfinement Cells
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Killing Tools

Killing Fields - Mass Graves

Killing Fields - Bones

Torture Rack and stored human waste to revive unconscious victims

Surviving Children

Photo Registering Woman with Baby
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But before the great time of trouble breaks upon us and we have 
to depend wholly upon God for our temporal provisions, there 
will be a small time of trouble during which we will need to be 
growing our own food and keeping ourselves from the prevailing 
iniquity in the world, forming characters for heaven. 

The trades unions and confederacies of the world are a snare. 
Keep out of them.  and away from them, brethren. Have nothing 
to do with them. Because of these unions and confederacies, it 
will soon be very difficult for our institutions to carry on their 
work in the cities. My warning is: Keep out of the cities. Build 
no sanitariums in the cities. Educate our people to get out of the 
cities into the country, where they can obtain a small piece of 
land, and make a home for themselves and their children. . . . 
(Country Living, p. 10.4)  

Besides the need to avoid the trouble coming upon the cities, 
being surrounded with the handiwork of God is much more con-
ducive for character formation than is being surrounded with the 
sights and sounds of the city. It is imperative that we heed this 
counsel and prepare now, while probation still lingers.

The “time of trouble such as never was,” is soon to open upon us; 
and we shall need an experience which we do not now possess, 
and which many are too indolent to obtain. It is often the case 
that trouble is greater in anticipation than in reality; but this 
is not true of the crisis before us. The most vivid presentation 
cannot reach the magnitude of the ordeal. In that time of trial, 
every soul must stand for himself before God. Though Noah, 
Daniel, and Job were in the land, “as I live, saith the Lord God, 
they shall deliver neither son nor daughter; they shall but deliver 
their own souls by their righteousness.” [Ezekiel 14:20.]  (Great 
Controversy, p. 622.3, 1888 Ed.) 

Dear reader, to have the seal of God, to live in the sight of the 
Lord without a high priest in the sanctuary and to be protected 
during the time of trouble, we must reflect the character of Jesus 
fully. {See Early Writings 44.2; 77.1} We are living in borrowed 
time. Are we making every effort now to prepare?

Ro 13:11 ¶ And that, knowing the time, that now [it is] high 
time to awake out of sleep: for now [is] our salvation nearer 
than when we believed.

Infrequent Showers

Torture Prison

i. DEATH BY GOVERNMENT By R.J. Rummel New Brunswick, N.J.: Trans-
action Publishers, 1994. https://www.hawaii.edu/powerkills/NOTE1.HTM | 
https://www.hawaii.edu/powerkills/COM.TAB1.GIF

ii. Ibid https://www.hawaii.edu/powerkills/NOTE5.HTM#TAB
iii. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pol_Pot
iv. “Pol Pot, Butcher of Cambodia” - https://www.thoughtco.com/pol-pot-butch-

er-of-cambodia-195184 | http://factsanddetails.com/southeast-asia/Cambo-
dia/sub5_2b/entry-2855.html | http://www.cambodiatribunal.org/history/
cambodian_history/khmer-rouge-history/

v. One example is one of my personal high school textbooks, supposed to be a 
history textbook, called “Rise of the American Nation”. it was full of marxism 
and feminism. It depicts the history of the USA as: a continuous class struggle 
full of oppression of women, laborers, and the poor, it exaggerates the limited 
opportunities for education of farmers and their poor living conditions, mocks 
their education by making fun of the southern accent, and it depicts the solu-
tion to these greatly exaggerated problems to have been the populist party, 


