Thoughts on Matthew 28:18-20
by Thomas Akens
There are some passages in Scripture
(such as Matthew 28:19) that to our mind
may pose an irreconcilable problem with
what we believe to be truth. However, the
problem never is, nor ever can be the truth
itself, but what we believe the truth to be. It
would do us all well to ever keep in mind
that, when there is a problem with any
text or passage of Scripture, the problem
is never with the text itself, but with our
understanding of it. That’s because truth
cannot change, it is the same yesterday,
today, and forever. The only thing that
can change, yea, that should change is our
opinion.
Said the wise man,
“Pride goeth before destruction, and an
haughty spirit before a fall” (Proverbs
16:18).
Pride has been the downfall of many a
well-intending man. There is, however,
good news for us proud folk. God has the
perfect cure for our mental disease. Said
Jesus, “. . . repent ye, and believe the gospel”
(Mark 1:15). We must repent, i.e., we must
change our mind about how we think of
the Scriptures and what constitutes truth,
fact, proof, evidence, and the like; and we
must “humble yourselves in the sight of the
Lord . . .” (James 4:10), that he may lift us
up in due time.
The truth is that, a man’s conscience can
only safely guide him when it is directed
by a “thus saith the Lord”. If, however, we
refuse to yield to a “thus saith the Lord,” and
repent and humble ourselves before God,
our minds will become overwhelmed with
speculation and doubt regarding truth, and

in order to justify our doubts before men we
will present to them arguments as to why
we are right and why they should believe
us over what the text says. Unto all who are
deceived, or are in danger of being deceived
by pride the Lord says,
“There is a way that seemeth right unto a
man, but the end thereof are the ways of
death” (Proverbs 16:25).
Moreover, we are told,
“. . . that no prophecy of the scripture is of
any private interpretation. For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of
man: but holy men of God spake as they
were moved by the Holy Ghost.” 2 Peter
1:20-21.
Truth is not private to any individual. It is
the sole property of God, and is contained
in every word of God from Genesis to Revelation, not just some of it (that which agrees
with us). To take one, two, or even three
vague passages of Scripture, and place them
in opposition to the many other clear passages on any one topic is working contrary
to the spirit of truth. Our work is to harmonize truth with truth, not oppose truth with
truth. If our goal is to seek for harmony,
and we are willing to humble our opinions
in the dust, then, and only then, will God
reveal the truth to us. He will not share
divine truth with one who is not willing first
to believe and obey it.

teach all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe
all things whatsoever I have commanded
you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even
unto the end of the world. Amen.”
Now you may be asking yourself the question (as did I), “What is the problem with
this passage?” And the answer is, nothing.
However there are some who think to find
fault with this passage (mainly verse 19),
by claiming that it teaches or supports the
doctrine of a Trinity, and these go on to
present “evidence” as to the fact, and then
conclude by telling us all why it should not
be in the Bible. These brethren, sincere
though they may be, are sincerely wrong.
Why do I say this? Here is my answer:

Now on to Matthew 28:18-20. Let us first
read it together:

Firstly, let’s make one thing clear, Matthew
28:19 does not teach a Trinity. However,
that does not mean that some clever fellow
can’t convince us that Matthew 28:19 does
indeed teach a Trinity. The fact that any
passage can be presented in such a way as
to teach what its author never intended it to
teach, does in no way constitute evidence
for anything, except error. A clever enough
person can, given an opportunity, talk
himself and others into or out of believing
just about anything. A dishonest salesman
may sell someone just about anything, if he
be a good enough liar. Now, just because
we may have bought into someone’s lie
does not make that lie the truth. We are not
called to be doctrinal salesmen, nor are we
called to shop at the black market for “new
light”.

“And Jesus came and spake unto them,
saying, All power is given unto me in
heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and

Now, rather than spend more of my time
(and yours) presenting arguments as to
what this passage doesn’t say, and trying to
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argue against any particular error, instead
let me present to you, the reader, what it
does say. Now let us consider what Christ
actually says in verses 18-19:
“And Jesus came and spake unto them,
saying, All power [Grk. authority] is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye
therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.”
In the above verses, Jesus commands his
apostles to go and teach in the “name” (singular) of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Now the question arises, as it should, Why
did Jesus command them in the “name”
(singular) and not in the “names” plural?
The answer is found in Jesus’ words which
immediately precede his command, said
Jesus, “all power [authority] is given unto
me”. You mean it was given to Jesus? Jesus
didn’t give it to himself? Well, who then
gave him his authority? Jesus himself says:
“For as the Father hath life in himself; so
hath he given to the Son to have life in
himself; and hath given him authority to
execute judgment also, because he is the
Son of man. . . . I am come in my Father’s
name, . . .” (John 5:26-27, 43).
Here then is the one that gave to Jesus
his authority, and here also is the “name”
(singular) by which Jesus commanded
his disciples. It was not in his own name,
but in that of his Father. The authority of
Jesus (according to himself) was not his
own, but was derived from his being his
Father’s representative. A representative
acts in the ‘name’ or ‘authority’ of another
greater than himself. This type of authority
we call delegated. Delegation is the legal
basis which underpins all government.
Delegated authority is what allows a state
or government to operate or act apart from
the personal presence of its king. The principle of this authority is expressed in the
words of the Roman centurion to Jesus
when he said,
“For I also am a man set under authority,
having under me soldiers, and I say unto
one, Go, and he goeth; and to another,
Come, and he cometh; and to my servant,
Do this, and he doeth it” (Luke 7:8).
This Roman soldier was an officer of
the Roman empire, and was “set under
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authority”. His was a delegated, and by
virtue of that authority he could command
the soldiers or servants under him, not in
his own name, but in the name or authority
of the one that commissioned him, and they
would obey. Why? Because he was Caesar
himself? No, but because he was invested
with the power or authority of Caesar to act
in his name. In this same way, Christ did
not act under his own authority, but by the
authority of one greater than himself, i.e.,
his Father; for said he, “my Father is greater
than I” (John 14:28).

by the authority of the Son of God, as said
John,

However, the authority invested in Christ
does not stop with him, but the spirit of
Christ is also delegated by the Father in
Christ’s name to be his own personal representative on earth. For said he,

All things whatsoever they did, they did
in the name of Jesus. Why in the name
(singular) of Jesus? Why not in the names
(plural) of the Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost? The answer is found in the words of
the apostle Peter, when he said,

“But the Comforter, which is the Holy
Ghost, whom the Father will send in my
name, . . .” (John 14:26).
Jesus, knew that his time on earth was
drawing to a close, and that he must soon
return to his Father in heaven, yet he did
not want to leave his disciples on earth
without comfort in the knowledge of his
abiding presence with them, and so he tells
them plainly that “the Comforter, which is
the Holy Ghost” would be his representative upon earth—the means whereby he
would be with them “alway, even unto the
end of the world”.
Here again is that “name” or “authority”
(singular) in which Christ commissioned
his disciples before he left them to carry
forward his work upon earth. It was
the “name” or “authority” of the Father
invested in his Son, and sent to his waiting
church by his spirit in the “name” of Jesus
Christ.
Christ thought the matter of his authority
one of utmost importance, so much so that
he made it a point to confirm that authority
in the presence of his apostles before he left
them. They were to go forth as his representatives to finish the work which he
began, and he knew that in order to prosecute that work, his disciples would need to
be invested with authority from on high to
act in his name. More than this, this commission was also for our benefit, that we
might know and believe that all that was
done by his apostles and published in the
New Testament was done in the name and

“That which was from the beginning,
which we have heard, which we have
seen with our eyes, which we have looked
upon, and our hands have handled, of
the Word of life; . . . that which we have
seen and heard declare we unto you, that
ye also may have fellowship with us: and
truly our fellowship is with the Father,
and with his Son Jesus Christ” (1 John
1:1-3).

“Neither is there salvation in any other:
for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must
be saved” (Acts 4:12).
In whose name are men saved? In the
name of Jesus only. Therefore we ought not
to misunderstand Jesus’ own words, when
before he commanded his disciples, he told
them,
“. . . All power [Grk. authority] is given
unto me in heaven and in earth.”
How much power or authority was given
him? All of it. In Jesus alone is all the
authority of heaven vested, and in no other.
Therefore it was in his name or authority
alone that the apostles acted.
It is my firm belief and practice that all
Scripture must be understood in a sense
which is not contrary to sense, i.e., contrary to itself. He that would make one passage of God’s word contradict another is
not subject to the law of God: he is carnally
minded, and is at enmity against God.
“For they that are after the flesh do mind
the things of the flesh; but they that are
after the Spirit the things of the Spirit. For
to be carnally minded is death; but to be
spiritually minded is life and peace. Because the carnal mind is enmity against
God: for it is not subject to the law of God,
neither indeed can be.” Romans 8:5-7.
There are some who use Matthew 28:19
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(and other texts) to support the doctrine of a Trinity, but such
a use of this passage is not only wholly unwarranted, but is a
perversion of its intended meaning.
The Bible presents to us clear evidence of the hierarchy of
heaven, revealing the chain of command as it descends from
God the Father through his Son to the angels, unto God’s
appointed channels among men (the prophets), and from them
to us (see Revelation 1:1). This same order is seen in even more
detail in the following passages:
(1) 1 Corinthians 15:28 – Christ’s submission to God
(2) 1 Peter 3:22 – the submission of the angels, and earthly powers
& authorities to Christ
(3) Romans 13:1 – our submission to those same powers and
authorities
(4) 1 Peter 2:18 – the submission of servants to their masters
(5) Ephesians 5:24 – wives’ submission to their own husbands as
to Christ
(6) 1 Peter 5:5 – the submission of children to their parents
Thus we see the chain of command, the divinely ordained principles of all government — submission, and delegation. Such are
the guiding rules of heaven, the foundation of all earthly kingdoms, of society at large, and of the family unit (both divine and
earthly). Without authority on the part of one, and submission
on the part of the other, there can be no such thing as governments, kingdoms, etc., and without submission on our part we
can have no part in government, whether of heaven or on earth.
If we are not born again, born of that spirit of heaven, we will
never see the kingdom of God, nor enter therein.
However we may choose to understand Matthew 28:18-20, our
understanding must abide the test of every other revealed truth
in God’s word, and be found in perfect harmony with them,
without our having to force upon them a meaning which defies
the plain words of the text. And so end my thoughts on this
matter.
May God grant to us a humble spirit, that we may repent of
whatsoever misconception we have of his word, and turn to him
and to his truth with all of our heart. Ω
__________________________________________________

The Untraceable Passport
continued from page 6

At that time, I just wanted to have the passport back so much
that I almost forgot the reason why we sent it to the Embassy.
But God had another beautiful surprise for us. The visa application was approved! Multiple entries for 10 years for all three of
us! I would never have believed it if someone else had told me. I
was doubtful even of its approval but it was evident that “as the
heavens are higher than the earth”, so are my Father’s thoughts
and ways higher than mine.
“Unto thee, O God, do we give thanks, unto thee do we give
thanks: for that thy name is near thy wondrous works declare”
Psalms 75:1. Ω
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How to Stay Young
While Getting Old
(part 1)
History records various long lived
people. Prince Lacan Acuna Macleod Tagean, lived for a 178 years
(December 17, 1686 to 1864). I
am personally acquainted with
a man whose father and mother
died about 2 years apart, both at
the age of 123 years. In fact, history records various centenarians.
This should come as no surprise to
Bible believing Christians because
the Bible is full of records of very
long lived people.
So why do some people die of “old
age” young in years, compared to
others old in years? In this short
article we will just touch on one
significant factor, and one lifestyle
change that can make a huge impact on our biological aging.
First we need to understand the
term, “free radical”. This is an
atom, molecule, or ion that has
an unpaired valence electron. In
the effort to grab an electron, they
cause oxidative damage to proteins, cell walls, mitochondria and
even DNA. Avoiding free radical
damage is foundational to maintaining optimal health and longevity.

ing substances known as antioxidants, which help prevent free
radical damage. Thirdly, we can
avoid eating too much, or eating
too close to sleeping time. This
is because, in most cases, cellular energy is generated by means
of electron-transfer reactions. If
more electro-chemical potential
is thus generated than is being
used, there is a greater potential
for free radical damage.
Dr. J. Mercola stated, “… if you
eat right before you go to bed
its one of the worst things you
can do because you have all this
excess energy that is generating.
You don’t need energy when you
are sleeping. That is when you
recover and repair.”1
Shouldn’t we have listened to the
servant of the Lord years ago?

Another pernicious habit is that
of eating just before bedtime. …
When we lie down to rest, the
stomach should have its work all
done… For persons of sedentary
habits, late suppers are particularly harmful. With them the
disturbance created is often the
beginning of disease that ends in
Free radicals are produced by vari- death. {MH 303.3}
ous factors; radiation, heat, chemicals, and even metabolism. There ...At least five or six hours should
are some things we can do to min- intervene between the meals, and
imize free radical damage. First, most persons who give the plan
we can reduce our exposure to the a trial will find that two meals a
things that produce them, and sec- day are better than three. (Minisondly, we can ingest food contain- try of Healing p. 304.1)
______________________________________________________________________________

Endnote: 1 The Truth About Cancer, “Is Eating Before Bed a Good Idea?” (video
transcript) Interview of Dr. Joseph Mercola by Ty Bollinger
Other Sources:
* https://www.britannica.com/science/bacteria/Evolution-of-bacteria#ref463585
* http://www.encyclopedia.com/science-and-technology/biology-and-genetics/
cell-biology/mitochondria
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The Mission Field
By David Sims
It was Sabbath. I was having my morning
devotions, and just as daylight was breaking, the stillness was interrupted by the
sound of many footsteps, and a shout:
“Bring everyone out, make sure the house
is secured!” The smell of cigarette smoke
drifted into the room through the cracks
in the walls. We sat in breathless silence
trying to understand what was being said
and what was happening. The thought occurred to me that they could start shooting blindly through the wall, at some small
provocation, and our two children were
still sleeping peacefully beside us. After
some time, there was a knock at the door
and we were told to go out. We found several dozen heavily armed men outside,
some in plain clothes, some soldiers in full
battle gear, and some uniformed police.
They were combing the entire property and
surrounding the other buildings as well.
While waiting for the police captain, they
were interrogating the owner of the house
and the siblings. We too were asked more
than a few questions by a police officer
wearing plainclothes. Questions like: what
religion we were, if the owner of the house
was a pastor, how we were associated with
the owner, if we lived there, and how long
we had been there, etc. We stood outside
the house for close to 3 hours while they
questioned, searched, filled out paperwork,
took pictures, and arrested three individuals for illegal possession of firearms. Previously, having been robbed at gunpoint by a
group of bandits and having received various death threats, one of these individuals
had resorted to hiring bodyguards who had
possession of firearms not properly registered.
Brethren, we have the promises of God.
“For the arms of the wicked shall be broken: but the LORD upholdeth the righteous” (Psa 37:17). God has promised to
protect us. “My defence is of God, which
saveth the upright in heart” (Psa 7:10)
This experience has further convicted us
of how important it is for God’s people,
like Daniel, to be above reproach, that the
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world can find nothing evil in us unless
it is because of our God. “Having a good
conscience; that, whereas they speak evil of
you, as of evildoers, they may be ashamed
that falsely accuse your good conversation
in Christ” (1Pe 3:16). We need to give special heed to these words, “For it is better, if
the will of God be so, that ye suffer for well
doing, than for evil doing” (1Pe 3:17).
I recently returned from a missionary trip
to Europe. The camp meeting had been going on for just a day or two, and one man
in attendance began feeling very poorly. He
went to his room and rapidly deteriorated.

He was diabetic, had prostate cancer, and
a host of other problems, and was taking
a number of different medications. His
blood pressure was 235 over 135. Where
to start? We had a prayer and God immediately brought to our minds to put an ice
pack over his heart, and a hot water bottle
over his kidneys. He began to smile and be
cheerful. We checked his blood pressure
again and it had dropped to 135 over 65.
Whew! Praise God! We made some herbal tea for him to sip, for his urinary tract,
and by the time the ambulance came and
was ready to take him, he was able to urinate some. When the ambulance got him
to the hospital, they discovered 2 liters of
urine in his bladder, due to the the urethra
having been blocked off by a very enlarged
cancerous prostate. It had been ready to
burst. He had suffered a heart attack, but
God preserved him from having any permanent injury from it. In a couple of days,
he was able to return to the camp meeting
which he testified later was a real blessing
to him. God is so good to have given us
simple remedies to meet emergencies and
to save lives.
In one country, we were told by a certain
brother that he had been praying specifical-

ly for the way to open up for me to be able
to go there to help heal some existing divisions, as well as to study with and baptize
a woman that he had been studying with.
We were able to share with and baptize her.

This single mother was so happy for the opportunity to give her life to Christ. When
we left, by God’s grace, there was a much
better spirit of love among many of the believers than when we arrived, and doors of
communication were opened up between
some, where relations had been strained
before.
Our prayers often ascend for these brethren scattered around the world with few
shepherds visiting them and ministering to
them.

Recently, here in the Philippines, there was
a good turnout to a quarterly gathering of
believers, held at someone’s home a few
hours drive from Manila. I would guess
that the attendance was between 75 and
100 people. There were people of many differing beliefs. Some holding that probation
has closed, others believing in the lunar
Sabbath theory, while others believing in
the Shepherd’s Rod teachings. Some came
from SDA Reform backgrounds, and others from a group known as the “Reformation”. We heard some inspiring testimonies,
and a very good Biblical study on prophe-
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by Samaritana Malinay

cy. The Lord gave me a message to share on
how to study the Scriptures, which when
understood would prevent God’s children
from being tossed to and fro with every
wind of doctrine, and would help to unite
us in truth. By God’s grace, some expressed
that it was a timely message and just what
was needed.
I pray, brothers and sisters, that we might
soon be able to answer Christ’s prayer that
we might be one.“Till we all come in the
unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of
the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto
the measure of the stature of the fulness of
Christ” (Eph 4:13). Ω

The Untraceable
Passport

Our scars remind us of painful experiences we had in the past, physical
or emotional. Nonetheless, a scar is
a sign that we have healed. However,
even though our wounds have healed,
the scars afterward tell us that healing
doesn’t always mean full and perfect restoration. With the scars left behind, the
sensitivity and the tendency of another
injury only become greater.
This is mostly true with emotional scars.
The trauma of a painful experience
in the past remains usually for a lifetime. And when we think we’ve already
healed, the pain haunts us again as our
memories are triggered.
The very same thing happens when we
sin. Every sin we commit wounds us
and the impress it leaves upon the soul
remain through our lifetime. “Common
sins, however insignificant they may be
regarded, will impair [our] moral sense,
and extinguish the inward impression
of the Spirit of God. The character of
the thoughts leaves its imprint upon
the soul, and all low conversation pollutes the mind” (RH, Dec. 8, 1891). “The
power of discernment which ought ever
to be kept keen and sensitive... is in a
great measure destroyed” (CT 368).

“God may and will forgive the repenting
sinner, but though forgiven, the soul
is marred; the power of the elevated
thought possible to the unimpaired
mind is destroyed. Through all time the
soul bears the scars” (RH, Dec. 8, 1891).
What a painful truth that we will never
be completely and perfectly healed from
our wounds in this world!
But we are not left without hope. Our
Saviour Himself “was wounded for our
transgressions, He was bruised for our
iniquities: the chastisement of our peace
was upon him; and with his stripes we
are healed” (Isaiah 53:5). Soon perfect
healing will come and in that day, there
will be no more remembrance of the
pains and struggles we had here. The
only traces of the cruel work that sin has
wrought are the scars upon His wounded
head, upon His side, His hands and feet.
These scars in the body of Christ that
renew our hopes, that overwhelm us
with joy, and that fill us with peace, will
forever remind us of the unfathomable
love of our Redeemer. “The wounds of
Calvary will show forth His praise and
declare His power” through the eternal
ages (GC 674). Through His scars, we
will be healed and perfectly restored in
His image. Ω

Testimony by Marrah Matarum-Sims
Sometimes in our life, God answers prayer
through miracles that are most wonderful
and in ways that are undoubtedly heaven-made. These manifestations of God’s
goodness creates in our heart a deep sense
of gratefulness and a desire to be faithful
and please our Creator. Such an occurrence
happened in our life not so long ago in an
event I call “the passport miracle”.
One day early last year, my husband received an email from one of our good
brethren in Fiji asking for his presence and
help. There were many things that needed consideration, but after seeking divine
guidance we were impressed to place these
concerns in God’s hands and just plan to
go. With His guidance, we were able to find
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a flight route to go to Fiji from the Philippines that was not only the easiest to access
from our home, but also the shortest and
most affordable. Accordingly, the tickets
were purchased.
Not long after, a realization hit us like a
hammer on the head. “My passport is in
the US embassy!” It was sent there for a
visa application we had applied for in the
previous month after we were given a refusal under Section 221g, causing the application to undergo further administrative
processing. It would be impossible for me
to travel abroad without my passport. We
castigated ourselves for totally forgetting
that critical detail but soon realized that we
made the decision with the earnest desire

to do God’s will and not our own.
Part of me was willing to believe that what
seemed impossible would happen and that
the passport would somehow be returned
to us before the travel. However, checking the US embassy website gave us this
“Important Notice” announcing, “Before
making inquiries about the status of administrative processing, applicants or their
representatives will need to wait at least 60
days from the date of interview or submission of supplemental documents, whichever is later.” My hope disappeared. Sixty days
from the date we submitted the required
documents, which was January 6, was 22
days past our departure flight which was
on February 13.
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David, on the other hand, seemed trustful
that I would be able to go with him, believing that I was needed there to minister in
ways that he was unable to do. Afraid that
he would be disappointed, I kept on reminding him that he needed to prepare his
mind to go on the Fiji missionary journey
alone. And so as the travel date approached,
he vacillated between faith and doubt, hope
and fear. But our prayers were constantly
ascending to heaven pleading for God’s will
to be done regarding the matter and that
He would hasten the process and make the
passport available in time if it was His will
that I should accompany my husband.
One Tuesday morning, a few days before
the flight, he woke up with a surprising
urge to go to town, a one-and-a-half hour,
4x4 drive from the mountain where we
live. With a seriousness that could not be
ignored, he explained that God had impressed him that he will not be going alone
and that I need to go with him so that I
may experience the rich blessings that are
typical in God’s work and by God’s grace
be a blessing to those who come within the
reach of my influence.
To have decent internet access, and the
ability to check the status of our application
online, we needed to go to town. A couple
of days earlier, I had messaged my sister,
who has good internet access, to track it but
the last update was just the night prior and
the status was still the same. Going down
now was just a hope against hope. But my
husband’s faith was contagious and an ember of hope was flourishing in my heart.
While on the road, I started to think and
plan for the trip; it was providential that my
younger sister was at home with my mother, who was living on another island, so
there was someone who could help watch
over the children while we were gone.
More than halfway to town, a message
from my sister came, the status on the website had changed! It said that the visa was
being forwarded to the courier and should
be available for pick-up within 10 days. I
could not contain my joy. I silently shouted
praises and thanks to God for His mercy. I
knew 10 days would still be late but the immediate status change that took place within that 12 hours was to me a miracle and an
evidence of God’s approval as we acted our
faith. Faith is indeed the key that will un-

lock the storehouse of Gods blessings and
miracles.
Upon reaching town, we contacted the US
Embassy and the courier to try to find the
location of the passport and get more specifics so we could trace it easily. We could
not get clear answers as to where the passport was exactly and when we could receive
it, only guesstimates. They suggested we
call them again tomorrow for more definite
information about its location, but the courier assured us that we would receive a confirmation text as soon as they had it in their
hand. Many things needed to be done and
prepared if I were to go; the passport had to
be picked up at a city about five hours from
our place, the children taken to my parents
on another island and go to another island,
an 8-hour trip by car, ferry, bus, and taxi,
where we would fly out. So we needed to
know early when the passport would be
available so we could plan accordingly.
Two days later, we went down to our property, about half-a-mile from the one-roomhut we were living in, to get a phone signal.
We called both the embassy and the courier but still got no definite answer; neither
could tell us where the passport was exactly. If we did not receive a confirmation
from the courier that same day, I would not
be able to go. Trusting in the wisdom and
mercy of the “One who notices even the fall
of the little sparrow and who numbers the
very hairs of the head” my husband and I
knelt down on the grass and made supplications that His will be done, and slowly
started heading home.
We were traversing the path of the trail
which was a thick forest when I heard the
phone make a sound. A couple of text messages came in. I was surprised as that area is
past where the phone signal is available, but
what was more surprising was who it was
from! The passport courier! It was notifying us that the passport was now available
for pick up at the designated outlet. A beautiful miracle! How could it have slipped the
records and become untraceable? Only the
Divine knows. It was as if an unseen hand
moved it from the different divisions in the
embassy to the courier, without leaving a
trace. The 60 days wait was reduced to almost half, and the “ten days” was reduced
to 2! It was something that I could not, even
for a moment, account to coincidence. We

needed the passport. We plead for His will
to be done. He made it happen. Glory to
His name!
Buoyed by this beautiful gift from our Father, we quickly packed to go down to town
even though it was already late. It was the
latest we ever left our mountain home, 10:30
pm. While driving, the rough road seemed
rougher and more slippery. Traveling in the
night didn’t make it less dangerous but we
dared not delay. We couldn’t give Satan a
chance to hold us back, and we needed to
be at the courier office 5 hours away when
they opened in the morning to still be able
to arrive on the next island where our plane
was leaving, before Sabbath. During the
drive, it seemed to me that our vehicle was
just sliding through the mud. I clung tightly to my seat as if keeping the car from going off the road. But I know it was solely because of the mighty angels holding the car
in its path that we were safe. I have never
seen my husband drive so fast on that road,
especially in the dark, and yet it was the
longest one-and-a-half hours ride I have
ever ridden. We finally got to town just
before midnight. With God’s providence,
we were able to find a place to spend the
rest of the night. The travel to the next city
where we were to pick up my passport in
the morning was uneventful. We arrived in
the courier’s office just a few minutes after
the vehicle containing the recent deliveries
arrived so we had to wait a bit while they
were sorting out their stuff.
Finally, I was entertained. The staff went
through the envelopes but could not find
my name. I was feeling a bit scared. Was
everything just a joke? I don’t think God
is capable of playing this kind of joke. The
other worker pointed to another file of envelopes that came from the US Embassy. I
waited in breathless suspense as the staff
went through the second pile looking for
my name. He went through it twice and finally said, “I don’t think it is here”. I felt as
if my tongue got glued. A few seconds of
silence then he asked: “What was your last
name again?”. “Matarum” I eagerly replied.
“Oh, let me check it again.” the staff offered, looking at my somber face. He went
through the enveloped the third time. “It
is here!” he happily announced. I felt like I
died and came back to life. Our two children’s passports were also located. Praise,
praise the Lord!
continued on page 3
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The Need for Gospel Order
There are several stories I would like to relate which especially
highlight the need for Gospel Order to be more thoroughly
understood and established among historic Adventists who still
hold the fundamental beliefs of 1872 and 1889.
I recently saw an email in which someone sanctimoniously stated
that their only pastor was Jesus. This was in response to a pastor’s
mild exhortation to them that they should have been more
supportive of someone in a particular circumstance. What are the
implications of their words? That because they don’t agree with the
conclusion of the pastor, he must be wrong and not representing
the will of Christ to them and that they expect that Jesus will
exhort, reprove, rebuke, feed, and speak to them personally,
without using any other human agent. However, this philosophy
ignores the fact that God has told us He will use certain agencies.
And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the
saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of
Christ: (Eph 4:11, 12)
In the apostles’ day, there were some misguided souls who claimed
to believe in Christ, yet refused to show respect to His ambassadors. They declared that they followed no human teacher, but
were taught directly by Christ without the aid of the ministers
of the gospel. They were independent in spirit and unwilling to
submit to the voice of the church. Such men were in grave danger
of being deceived. (Acts of the Apostles, p. 278.4)
God has placed in the church, as His appointed helpers, men of
varied talents, that through the combined wisdom of many the
mind of the Spirit may be met. … (Acts of the Apostles, p. 279.1)
Many have an idea that they are responsible to Christ alone for
their light and experience, independent of His recognized followers on earth. Jesus is the friend of sinners, and His heart is
touched with their woe. He has all power, both in heaven and
on earth; but He respects the means that He has ordained for the
enlightenment and salvation of men; He directs sinners to the
church, which He has made a channel of light to the world. (Acts
of the Apostles, p. 122.3)
In speaking of King Saul toward the end of his life, Sister White
states:
Could he expect to be answered by God when he had cut off the
channels of communication that Heaven had ordained?
(Patriarch & Prophets, p. 675.3)

November 2017 | Volume 8 | Issue 1

King Saul had refused to obey the prophet Samuel, had slain the
priests, and had hunted the life of David, the anointed of the Lord.
In the 1990’s, missionaries connected with an independent
ministry came to the Philippines with the message that the SDA
church organization was Babylon. Ignorant of the doctrinal
change in the church’s statement of beliefs concerning God, this
message still resulted in thousands leaving the SDA church, but
for much more insignificant reasons. This movement came to be
known as “the reformation”.
Unfortunately, withdrawing from the church organization did
not better the condition of most. In some cases, their ‘gospel’ was
“the church is Babylon”. It was a Christless gospel, consisting of
criticism of the church. It had no power to transform them. The
following verse aptly describes them.
“… they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no
shepherd” (Mt 9:36).
Having no real shepherds, false teachers arose among them with
new and strange teachings.
“For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves
teachers, having itching ears;” (2Ti 4:3)
They were scattered and divided into various sects with numerous
differing beliefs. They became as “children, tossed to and fro, and
carried about with every wind of doctrine...” (Eph 4:14).
God has described these ‘teachers’ that scattered them.
Therefore thus saith the LORD God of Israel against the pastors
that feed my people; Ye have scattered my flock, and driven them
away, and have not visited them: behold, I will visit upon you the
evil of your doings, saith the LORD (Jer 23:2).
The solution that God has presented is:
And I will set up shepherds over them which shall feed them: and
they shall fear no more, nor be dismayed, neither shall they be
lacking, saith the LORD (Jer 23:4).
Take note that God does not say He will have no shepherds, but
that He will set up shepherds which shall feed them.
I am saddened to see people profess to accept the same faith, but
bring all their unscriptural teachings with them. This reveals the
need for Gospel order.
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Another class of people, by their un-scriptural or un-Christ-like
behavior, bring a stain and reproach to those trying to manifest
the character of God to the world.
I am acquainted with one individual who professes a like faith,
yet makes his living gambling. He justifies his course because he
supports missionaries, runs a gospel radio show, and does other
charitable things with some of the proceeds.
I was in the home of a professed believer when the house was
surrounded by dozens of heavily armed men serving a search
warrant on this believer for weapons violations (see mission
report).
Another man spent weeks writing page after page of criticism
about a self-sacrificing, Gospel worker for some petty, insignificant
things. Yet, he himself served time in jail and is on probation
for punching his wife and still manifests the use of force in his
dealings with her. He refused to be corrected, by a servant of the
Lord, to remove the beam in his own eye before attempting to
remove the mote in his brother’s eye. Sin blinds us and destroys
our discernment.
When I look at God’s professed people today, they are a strange
and beleaguered group, torn badly by the wolves, and blown about
by every wind of doctrine. We are in grave danger.
I saw that this door at which the enemy comes in to perplex and
trouble the flock can be shut. I inquired of the angel how it could
be closed. He said, “The church must flee to God’s Word and become established upon gospel order, which has been overlooked
and neglected.” This is indispensably necessary in order to bring
the church into the unity of the faith. I saw that in the apostles’
day the church was in danger of being deceived and imposed
upon by false teachers. Therefore the brethren chose men who
had given good evidence that they were capable of ruling well
their own house and preserving order in their own families, and
who could enlighten those who were in darkness. Inquiry was
made of God concerning these, and then, according to the mind
of the church and the Holy Ghost, they were set apart by the laying on of hands (Early Writings, pg 100.2).
When Moses was told that he must die and not lead the people
into Canaan, he prayed:
Let the LORD, the God of the spirits of all flesh, set a man over
the congregation, Which may go out before them, and which may
go in before them, and which may lead them out, and which may
bring them in; that the congregation of the LORD be not as sheep
which have no shepherd (Nu 27:16-17).
God answered by having Moses choose Joshua to take his place.
I am not suggesting we need to follow this example in detail and
have one man to be a leader. What I am suggesting is that we need
Gospel order, with ordinations, a church membership and church
discipline. We need the gifts that God has placed in the church for
He intended that they remain in the church “til we all come in the
unity of the faith, … unto a perfect man ...” (Eph 4:13).
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There have ever been in the church those who are constantly inclined toward individual independence. They seem unable to realize that independence of spirit is liable to lead the human agent
to have too much confidence in himself and to trust in his own
judgment rather than to respect the counsel and highly esteem
the judgment of his brethren, especially of those in the offices that
God has appointed for the leadership of His people. God has invested His church with special authority and power which no one
can be justified in disregarding and despising, for he who does
this despises the voice of God (Acts of the Apostles, p 163.2).
Those who are inclined to regard their individual judgment as
supreme are in grave peril. It is Satan’s studied effort to separate
such ones from those who are channels of light, through whom
God has wrought to build up and extend His work in the earth.
To neglect or despise those whom God has appointed to bear the
responsibilities of leadership in connection with the advancement
of the truth is to reject the means that He has ordained for the
help, encouragement, and strength of His people. For any worker
in the Lord’s cause to pass these by, and to think that his light
must come through no other channel than directly from God, is
to place himself in a position where he is liable to be deceived
by the enemy and overthrown. The Lord in His wisdom has arranged that by means of the close relationship that should be
maintained by all believers, Christian shall be united to Christian and church to church. Thus the human instrumentality will
be enabled to co-operate with the divine. Every agency will be
subordinate to the Holy Spirit, and all the believers will be united
in an organized and well-directed effort to give to the world the
glad tidings of the grace of God (Acts of the Apostles, p 164.1).
We have a precious promise:
And it shall come to pass, when … (thou) shalt return unto the
LORD thy God, and shalt obey his voice according to all that
I command thee this day, thou and thy children, with all thine
heart, and with all thy soul; 3. That then the LORD thy God will
turn thy captivity, and have compassion upon thee, and will return and gather thee from all the nations, whither the LORD thy
God hath scattered thee (Deu 30:1-3)
I pray that God’s professed people will soon fulfill the conditions
mentioned here, that the Lord can fulfill His promise to gather
us. Ω
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