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Mission Reports
Asia Mission Trip
The Instigation of the Mission Trip
Marrah has a friend that she met at the Adventist college in Mindanao, Philippines who majored in Theology. He graduated one and a half years ago and has
been pastoring in Cambodia. But communications
Marrah had received from him recently hinted that he
been so busy in his work for Christ that he was failing to take time for Christ, for spending time in meditating on His life and reading his word. Marrah had a
burden for him and began praying more for him. One
day while Marrah was at home with the children in
the Philippines and David was on a mission trip to
Europe, she received an advertising promotion from
an airline company about a sale on flights for Malaysia which is not far from Cambodia. This reminded
her of her friend. She was impressed that we needed
to visit him to encourage him. She instant messaged
(IM) her thoughts to David who, though surprised,
was impressed after a silent prayer that this was of the
Lord, but always tending
to the cautious side, said
lets pray about it. After
praying, Marrah was
speaking with her sister
who told Marrah about a
new believer they had met
recently in Malaysia who
has been feeling like the
prophet Elijah, all alone.
This inspired the thought
that perhaps we should

not only visit Cambodia, but while passing through
Malaysia, spend some time there as well. Shortly after, when sending an encouraging IM to her friend in
Cambodia, he surprisingly was online and responded.
This led to a conversation and Marrah became convinced that we were needed there. We decided that
now was the time to schedule a trip for us to see him.
Just after David returned from his trip to Europe, we
had time to go to a camp meeting on another island in
Philippines and then pack and get ready for our trip to
Cambodia, which by this time had grown into a mission trip to three countries in Asia. We had decided to
take the opportunity to try to share the truth in other
nearby countries while we were in the vicinity, and
the Lord opened the way for us to get some contacts.
David was impressed to send an announcement to
some of the elders in this movement concerning our
scheduled trip, secretly hoping that if anyone had any
contacts in those countries, they would share them
with us. David does not usually do this, and as an experience related below reveals, this turned out to be
directed by the Lord.
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to have a couple of days rest. We had a couple of
days to relax viewing the ocean, do some ocean kayaking, hiking in nature - seeing wild monkeys, sea tortoises, 6 foot water Monitor
Lizards etc. Due to our busy
schedule we had been unable to
prepare enough for an upcoming week of prayer, and though
we were able to get that much
needed rest, we also were able
to prepare messages that we
would be sharing on the rest of
the trip. It is an important duty
for God’s servants at times to
“come apart and rest awhile”
The Vegetarian Tourists. and take time for their own souls.

Arriving in Malaysia on October 15, we found a room in
a hostel with a shared bathroom and pretty basic accommodations which turned out
to be just where God wanted
us, as we ended up meeting
people, giving us opportunity
to share. There was a French
student who lived for three
years in Mauritius, and is familiar with the neighboring
island Reunion where David
would be going next. He gave us some
information about the travel between the
two islands and volunteered to answer any questions
if any were to arise. We exchanged contact information. A Chinese student we became acquainted with
was able to help open the door
for us when we accidentally left
our keys in our room.

We had a lovely time at the breakfast table sharing
experiences with the tourists. All five of them were
vegetarians and one of them a vegan yoga teacher.
They were all very friendly. We
shared to them David’s book to
read (Bible Studies to Do at
Home) praying that it will become
a means of their seeking the SavWe contacted an SDA brother, in
iour. They were really appreciaa distant city, (referred to us by
tive and interested to receive the
Marrah’s sister) whom we hoped
book. Ian, on several occasions
to meet and share more of the
would come into the dining hall
knowledge of God with. We will
and play hymns on the piano and
call him Ian. He invited us to
at times sing. The unbelieving
come over to stay in their resort
guests were charmed as they listhough he would be leaving after
Sharing with Brother Jeff
tened to the beautiful music.
a couple of days, starting a new job as a
hospital physician on another island. We found in him
We were praying for an opportunity to share with Ian
one who has the hospitality of Abraham and Lot, rerealizing that he was busy preparing to leave. When
vealing that attribute that should characterize all of
God answered our prayer, we
Christ’s believers. “Be not forgetlearned that he initially had held
ful to entertain strangers: for
a prejudice against these teachthereby some have entertained
ings concerning God, but the Hoangels unawares.” (Heb 13:2)
ly Spirit had touched his heart
That same night we took the
while we were sharing with him.
night bus and arrived early in the
He acknowledged that he had
morning at their place. It was a
learned some new things about
very delightful and surprising
this subject, some things that he
stay as we were able not only to
needs to think about. We left
share with him but also to meet
some material with him. Please
his parents, and to meet and bepray for this godly brother.
come acquainted with some guest
tourists he had also invited to stay at their place.
While hiking one day, we met a company of four
young people looking very worried while one of their
This also came to us as an answer to a prayer we had
previously lifted up to the Lord that we would be able members was sprawled out on the trail, almost uncon2

scious. We tried to be a help to them by giving first
aid. On our way back an interesting event happened
that gave us an opportunity to share David’s book to a
group of hikers.
Along the hiking trail are sheds where people can sit
down and rest when tired. We were walking at a slow
pace so we were not making use of them. About halfway along the trail however seeing a shed I suggested
to David that we stop at it. I was not tired but something just impressed me to want to stop by. As I was
about to sit down on the bench I saw something black
and shiny on the ground. It was a smart phone! We
picked it up and left immediately intending to give it
to the guard in the entrance. About 10 minutes later
however we saw a group of three people going opposite our direction. One of them looked familiar so I
asked where they were going. “We need to go back to
get something” They were hesitant to be specific with
me but I had a feeling they were looking for something we had already found. So I pressed for some info until I was sure that one of them was the owner of
the smart phone. They were very grateful to get the
phone back and we had a pleasant chat while walking
back to the highway.
We also met with the only fellow believer in Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia that we know of. The meeting was
to him an encouragement as he said that sometimes he
felt like Elijah, the only one zealously advocating this
truth. We reminded him that there may be seven thousand people in this place whose knees have not bowed
down to Baal. He wanted to know if there is a school
managed by people in this movement where he can
send his daughter. Sadly, we could not give him an
affirmative answer.

Some of the teachers and students of the mis-

Cambodia

The next leg of the trip was to Cambodia, where, after
paying a good bit for a visa, instead of a warm welcome, we were greeted to the country by an immigration official that yelled at us with a vehement hatred
in his voice and countenance for an innocent mistake
of coming up together to the counter.
Angkor, a city near Siem Reap, built in the 12th century, used to be the home of a very prosperous society,
and the home of the largest city in the world for several centuries until the industrial revolution. It is currently the home of the largest religious monument in
the world (four times larger than the Vatican), Angkor
Wat (Capital Temple), along with hundreds of other
colossal temples and palaces. Elephants and a network
of man made canals enabled the many thousands of
builders to transport the sandstone from a mountain
some miles away. The temples are covered with carvings in the stone, including countless images of Vishnu, the goddess that the capital temple was dedicated
to. This temple was originally a Hindu temple but later was converted into a Buddhist temple. It is strategically placed astrologically. Angkor Wat is
surrounded with a 13 foot deep, 650 foot wide, and 3
mile long moat, and then a 2.2 mile long outer wall
just inside the moat.
After about five centuries of prosperity, this ancient
Khmer metropolis was invaded, and for reasons that
are still a mystery
to scholars, became
virtually uninhabited. Excepting Angkor Wat, which was
turned into a Buddhist temple, the
rest of the city with
its palaces and temples became desolate, and was taken
over by the trees
and plants and hidden under foliage
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of a dense jungle for over 4 centuries. Our thoughts
turned to ancient Babylon as we viewed this once
proud and idolatrous ancient metropolis
Jer 51:47 Therefore, behold, the days come,
that I will do judgment upon the graven images of Babylon: and her whole land shall be
confounded, and all her slain shall fall in the
midst of her.

years. They are in-laws of some believers we met at
the Smyrna camp meeting. We received their contact
info when we were impressed to email the other
workers about our trip to Thailand. God gave us opportunity to share to them the truth concerning the
subject of the holy spirit. They listened with open
hearts and minds and resolved to study further on this
most important subject. Their humility and desire to
know more of the truth was to us a refreshing breathe
of air in the midst of a seemingly cold spiritual atmosphere in Thailand. Though the majority of the population are Buddhist, for most, it is simply a nominal
and cultural Buddhism that people are born into, not
something that they practice for reasons of faith and
conscience.

In another city in Cambodia, in addition to meeting
with Marrah’s friend, through his arrangement, we
were set to minister for a week to an SDA missionary
school of about 200 students, 13 to 23 years of age
and about 50 staff. The congregation was made up of
mixed descent; mostly Cambodian, some American,
Brother Stefan Skucy told us of a foreigner
Korean and Filipino and a
Providential
Meeting
with
stranger.
living in Thailand who befew Laotian. We spoke
lieves in the true God, but
twice a day sharing Leshe had lost contact informasons on Faith from Bible
tion for him, so we tried
and personal experiences,
looking on Facebook. We
as well as making personfound a man on the non
al visits to some. We felt
trinitarian group with a simthe Lord blessed in a speilar sounding name living in
cial way. We shared some
Bangkok and assumed he
material with these souls
must be the one. We looked
and pray that God will
him up and he was anxious
bless these dear people
to meet with us. He was out
with the Knowledge of
of
town
for
a
week,
and
just
arrived a day before we
God that will be to them eternal life. God opened up
were scheduled to leave. It was providential that we
various ways for us to share and minister while we
scheduled an extra week to spend here. While speakwere in Cambodia. We also saw some things while
there that will stay with us as long as we live. We will ing with him we realized that he was not the same
man that Stefan referred to us but we all felt that God
share more of this in a separate article.
had a purpose in this seemingly funny case of “mistaken identity”. We had a blessed fellowship together;
sharing testimonies and thoughts that were edifying to
one another. We also shared with him, contact info for
people in Thailand that he could try to liason with and
We had the pleasure to meet an American missionary
fellowship with who are fellow believers or studying
couple who had been laboring in Thailand for some
the truth about God.

Thailand

The week of prayer in Cambodia.
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On the way back to Bangkok, after visiting with
Christina, a missionary friend serving in the northern
part of Thailand, we were not able to find the hotel
on-line that we had stayed at before, and others did
not seem the right price or had other difficulties. Just
at that time, the friend of Christina, who Marrah had
been communicating with invited us to stay at her
place. This was not only a blessing to us to have a
place to stay, but to her as well. We had been hoping
to be able to meet up with her, and it was not looking
like it was going to work out since we were arriving
too late on Sunday night, the only time she could meet
with us. But, by being able to stay at her place, we
were able to spend some evenings with her and early
mornings, which helped us to understand better her
needs. She is working at a Muslim school teaching
English, and having not studied in depth for herself
reasons for the Christian faith, they were not real clear
in her mind to give an answer to those that were asking. We thanked God for sending us there to encourage her to study and know for herself the reasons for
her faith so that she can give an answer to those that
ask. We also shared the knowledge of the True God
that the Adventist church used to believe in, and left
her with some material to study. She was especially
joyful to hear this message because it helped her to
understand why she had been having difficulty in explaining to her Muslim friends the trinity doctrine.
The trip back home also gave us opportunity to minister to some people; a Catholic cab driver who gave up
pork as he recognized it is unfit for food and had some
honest inquiries about the
Bible and the Christ revealed
in it, another, while in a bus
station to a couple whose
child was sick with fever,
cough and stomachache
through the simple remedies
God provided. We believe
that God brought them into
our path for a purpose and
we realized that we must be
“instant in season and out of
season” in ministering to the
needy and in sharing the
words of life to those who
are hungry.
In some countries it seems
that Satan has been so wonderfully successful in

covering minds with a pall of error, ignorance and
superstition that the darkness seems impenetrable.
But there are glimmers of light here and there; hearts
burdened with the same burden that is in their Saviour’s and souls starving for that which only heaven
can fill. The Lord has not yet fully given up the earth
to Satan’s dominion. Very soon, it will be. But now
as yet, we have this short borrowed time left to, if
possible, snatch souls from the claws of the enemy.
“It is no time now to relax our efforts, to become tame and spiritless; no time to hide our
light under a bushel, to speak smooth things,
to prophesy deceit. Every power is to be employed for God. You are to maintain your allegiance, bearing testimony for God and for
truth. Be not turned aside by any suggestion
the world can make. We cannot afford to
compromise. There is a living issue before us,
of vital importance to the remnant people of
God, to the very close of this earth's history;
for eternal interests are involved. On the very
eve of the crisis, it is no time to be found with
an evil heart of unbelief, departing from the
living God.” (Review & Herald, December 6,
1892 par. 1)
Upon our arrival home, we were given home made
cards by our children. On one of the cards it said, “
Dad and Mom, You are not alone in doing God’s holy work. Matt and I are willing to lend our little hands
and feet to do what we can do to ease your burden
and lighten the load. Just tell us what to do and we'll
be happy to obey. Happy arrival dad and mom. We
love you so much.” This brought great relief and joy
to know that the little ones we had to leave behind for
a few weeks, were not complaining, but happy that
we were doing God’s work, and ready to help lighten
our burdens.

A warm welcome home.
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Philippine Mission
Report
December 2017
The sixth annual camp meeting held in the northern
part of Philippines at the Kagutungan health
restoration site just closed. About 200 people
attended the 4-day camp. It was one of the largest, if
not the largest, gatherings of believers I have attended
in the movement promoting the knowledge of the
True God. But more than the numbers present, it was
especially beautiful to see the sweet spirit of Christ
among the believers. There were no arguments or
disagreements, only love expressed for one another
and a real spirit of helpfulness.
There was a large number present
for whom it was their first time to
attend one of our camps. Subject
matter presented included the
responsibilities of parents in
regard to their families, true
education, Christ in you the hope
of glory, and the Godhead. The
messages were well received.
Many came that were not
convinced that we had the truth,
but virtually everyone left
convinced or at least much more
so than when they had arrived. At
the close of the camp, fifteen souls were baptized in
the beautiful creek that runs past the health center.
Philippines is enjoying a special outpouring of the
Spirit of God at the present time. There have been
scores of new believers in the True God, and among

Candidates for Baptism

them are many young missionaries in training and
others that have just finished a medical missionary
training. The missionaries from one of the selfsupporting training centers have been ostracized
because they are considered heretics now after
accepting the knowledge of the True God. But another
medical missionary training
institute had a very different
experience. The teachers
(including a naturopath) and
students as a whole,
accepted the message. And
herein is that saying true,
“One soweth, and another
reapeth”. One scatters the
seed; another gathers in the
harvest ‘that both he that
soweth and he that reapeth
may rejoice together.” (Jn
4:36, 37)
Some of the new believers have come from a
background of promoting the 1888 message in the
recent past. Others have been in the Philippine
Reformation movement of the 1990s. One individual
who served as a lay evangelist for 30 years, has never
believed in the trinity but has not been out in the open
with his beliefs. Recently, after his knowledge of God
has increased, he has taken an open stand. He shared
some important messages at the camp meeting on the
family and practical godliness. Another brother, some
years ago, was close to graduating with a theology
degree from an Adventist College, but withdrew to
follow his convictions about certain things. He then
served as a teacher in a missionary training school for
a while and providentially he left to return to his home
province in Mindanao, just in time, to meet two
foreign missionaries visiting Mindanao for a few
weeks, who planted some seeds in the soil of his heart
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concerning the true God. After those seeds were
watered by others it grew and bore fruit. He has been
sharing the knowledge of the true God for almost two
years now, and at the recent camp meeting, he took
the opportunity to be re-baptized. Many have been
recognizing that they have been breaking the first
commandment in worshiping the philosophical idol of
the trinity, and have chosen to be re-baptized like
many who come to the knowledge that they have been
violating the ten commandments in keeping the first
day instead of the seventh day as the Sabbath,.
The true knowledge of God brings to view Christ, our
Righteousness. This message is precious when it is
free from fanatical elements that so often have
accompanied the presentation of it. It is necessary to
have a proper understanding of; the nature of sin,
man, and Christ, the relationship of faith and works,
the meaning of righteousness, and the place of God’s
law.
Accepting this message often involves a sacrifice, and
it tends to sift out those unwilling to bear the cross. So
those receiving the message, usually are sincere and
come into it as missionaries, and that is how it should
be. It is impossible to explain, or even to know the
extent of the work being done. But we praise God as
we see the earth being “lightened with his glory”, and
more and more people coming to the knowledge of
the true God in the Philippines as well as in other
places around the world.

Another year now opens its fair unwritten pages before
you. The recording angel stands ready to write. Your
course of action will determine what shall be traced by
him. You may make your future life good or evil; and
this will determine for you whether the year upon
which you have just entered will be to you a Happy
New Year. It is in your power to make it such for
yourself and for those around you. If you connect with
God, you may make bright sunshine in the family
circle by thoughtfulness of others' comfort, putting
away all discontent, and being cheerful, courteous, and
obedient, or you may pursue a course that will bring a
dark shadow upon the hearts of those who have ever
loved you, watched over you, and cared for you from
your earliest infancy. {YI, January 5, 1881 par. 3}
Will the youth who read the Instructor ask themselves the question whether they are a blessing to their
parents, or a source of anxiety and a curse? It would be
a great satisfaction to them to know that you are trying
to be dutiful and kind; but nothing can give them so
much real happiness, this new year, as the knowledge
that you have made Jesus a gift of yourselves, and that
your daily prayer is, "My Father, be thou the guide of
my youth." Begin the new year, then, by giving yourselves to God, if you have not already done so; and
every day you spend in his service will bring blessings
to you and all connected with you. {YI, January 5,
1881 par. 4}
Angels of God are waiting to show you the path of
life; friends are seeking to draw you from the path of
selfish pleasure and sin; you may be even now standing upon the dividing line; oh, pause and think! on the
one side is life; on the other, death. {YI, January 5,
1881 par. 5}
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