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Our Mission
“And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and
preach the gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:15).
Seventh-day Adventists have a mission that involves
preaching the gospel to all the world, to every person. We
believe we are represented by the three angels of
Revelation 14 who have the everlasting gospel to preach
to every nation, kindred, tongue and people, and by the
angel of Revelation 18 whose light lightens the earth with
its glory. We are told “The church is God’s appointed
agency for the salvation of men. It was organized for
service, and its mission is to carry the gospel to the
world.” Yet, the following statement penned about a
century ago is still true. “I saw city after city that was
unworked. What is the matter? The ministers are
hovering over churches which know the truth while
thousands are perishing out of Christ” (Evangelism, p.
381.2).

Excuses
We, Seventh-day Adventists, who are not of the
mainstream variety, often make seemingly good
theological excuses for neglecting our commission. I
wish to debunk the theology behind some of the excuses
used.
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The only faith that will benefit us is that which embraces
Him as a personal Saviour; which appropriates His merits
to ourselves. Many hold faith as an opinion. Saving faith
is a transaction by which those who receive Christ join
themselves in covenant relation with God” (Desire of
Ages, p. 347.1).

We are to Work Only in the Church
Another reason I have found why many are failing to
fulfill their commission, is that they have accepted the
excuses manufactured by the devil that we are to work in
the church, for SDAs mainly. They quote a couple of
verses to support their position. “. . . Go not into the way
of the Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter
ye not. But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of
Israel.” Mat 10:5, 6 and “. . . tarry ye in the city of
Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high”
(Luke 24:49).
It is true that these are Scripture quotes, but they are
scripture quotes taken out of context. We can teach
anything by taking scripture out of context. For example,
I can say “. . . (Judas) went and hanged himself”
(Matthew 27:5). “. . . Go, and do thou like wise" (Luke
10:37). I have just quoted scripture, but by putting the
passages together in the wrong context it teaches a very
wrong and dangerous error.
Consider the first text in its context. I quote unashamedly
from the servant of the Lord, an inspired commentary.

Holding Faith as an Opinion

The disciples on their first missionary tour were to go
only to “the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” If they

The first excuse, while it may not be voiced, is the idea
that faith is an opinion, an acceptance of a doctrinal
position. They spend their time discussing (or arguing)
theological tenets with other SDAs instead of actively
ministering to their neighbor’s needs, to the world, and
sharing a healing balm, a Saviour to their sin sick souls.
But they fail to realize that “The faith that is unto
salvation is not a mere intellectual assent to the truth . . .
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had now preached the gospel to the Gentiles or the
Samaritans, they would have lost their influence with
the Jews. By exciting the prejudice of the Pharisees they
would have involved themselves in controversy which
would have discouraged them at the outset of their
labors. Even the apostles were slow to understand that
the gospel was to be carried to all nations. Until they
themselves could grasp this truth they were not prepared
to labor for the Gentiles. If the Jews would receive the
gospel, God purposed to make them His messengers to
the Gentiles. Therefore they were first to hear the message (Desire of Ages, p. 351.1).

The reason they were to go only to Jews was their and
the Jews’ prejudice, and their slowness to comprehend
that the gospel was to go to the Gentiles.
He wished to lead them from their Jewish exclusiveness
to be interested in working for others besides their own
people… (Desire of Ages, p. 402.1).
He would show that His love was not to be circumscribed to race or nation… (Ibid, p. 402.2).

Notice he desired for the truth to be heard by all peoples,
but it was the disciples’ own unfitness that made them
unable to go to the Gentiles at that time. Later in His
ministry Christ sent His disciples out again, and did not
repeat that prohibition. To use Christ’s specific
instruction in a particular situation to apply generally to
all times, places and circumstances is going contrary to
the context and the evidence.

this present period. . .. Notwithstanding this as a people,
the lay members of the church especially are not doing
one fiftieth part of what they might and ought to do.
From all the ships sailing to all parts of the globe, the
truth might reach all nations of the earth. . .. The law of
God is almost entirely made void in the land; and God
calls for every man, woman, and child to fight the good
fight of faith. He calls for every talent to be employed
now. It will be fatal to your souls to be indolent or
slothful servants. He has not left it alone for those who
minister in the word and doctrine, to bear the burdens
and employ their talents. He wants every one of you to
put your powers to work for the upbuilding of his kingdom.
The third angel’s message must go over the land, and
awaken the people, and call their attention to the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus. Another angel
unites his voice with the third angel, and the earth is
lighted with its glory. The light increases, and it shines
out to all the nations of the earth. It is to go forth as a
light that burneth. It will be attended with great power,
until its golden beams have fallen upon every tongue,
every people, and every nation upon the face of the
whole earth. Let me ask you, what you are doing to
prepare for this work? Are you building for eternity?
You must remember that this angel represents the people that have this message to give to the world. Are you
among that people? Do you really believe that this work
in which we are engaged is truly the third angel’s
message? If so, then you understand that we have a
mighty work to do, and that we ought to be about it. We
must sanctify ourselves by a strict obedience to the
truth, placing ourselves in right relation to God and his
work . . . Not only the ministers but all who love and
fear God are to do the Master’s work; and that is to let
the light that he has given you shine before all. . ..
(Review & Herald August 18, 1885).

When He said, ‘I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of
the house of Israel,’ He stated the truth, and in His work
for the Canaanite woman He was fulfilling His commission. This woman was one of the lost sheep that Israel
should have rescued. It was their appointed work, the
work which they had neglected, that Christ was doing.

Tarry in Jerusalem

This act opened the minds of the disciples more fully to
the labor that lay before them among the Gentiles. They
saw a wide field of usefulness outside of Judea. They
saw souls bearing sorrows unknown to those more
highly favored. Among those whom they had been
taught to despise were souls longing for help from the
mighty Healer, hungering for the light of truth, which
had been so abundantly given to the Jews (Desire of
Ages, p. 402.3-4).

Another verse often quoted as an excuse to stay in the
comfort zone of friends in the church, and not to go to the
world and preach the gospel, is the verse, “tarry ye in the
city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on
high” (Luke 24:49). This is really a stretch of the
imagination and taking things out of context to use this
verse to delay till some future time the work of preaching
the gospel to the world.

It has been the purpose of God from the beginning to
bring the light of the gospel to the world, not just a
select people. “And in his name shall the Gentiles
trust” (Matthew 12:21).
There never was a more solemn and important time than

The disciples in obeying this injunction stayed in
Jerusalem for just ten days, until the day of Pentecost, a
particular day prophesied when the Holy Spirit would be
poured out. But, “The dispensation in which we are now
living is to be, to those that ask, the dispensation of the
Holy Spirit. Ask for His blessing . . . ‘It is the time of the
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latter rain, when the Lord will give largely of His Spirit.’
(Testimonies to Ministers, p. 512.1). We don’t have to
wait for some future outpouring. It is our privilege to have
it now. “The descent of the Holy Spirit upon the church is
looked forward to as in the future, but it is the privilege of
the church to have it now. Seek for it, pray for it, believe
for it. We must have it, and Heaven is waiting to bestow
it.” (Evangelism, p. 701).
The convocations of the church, as in camp meetings,
the assemblies of the home church, and all occasions
where there is personal labor for souls, are God’s appointed opportunities for giving the early and the latter
rain (Testimonies to Ministers, p. 508.1).

preach to the world right now. They can wait. This is truly
a false and un-biblical teaching, which prevents us from
fulfilling our commission. We hope to consider the true
chronology of last day events, the truth about the sealing
of the 144,000, and who this great multitude are in a
future article.
But enough has been said to show clearly that this
passage speaking of tarrying in Jerusalem cannot
justifiably be used to prevent us from focusing on
preaching the gospel to the world right now. Brothers and
sisters the world must be warned and told of a sin
pardoning Savior. There are millions perishing out of
Christ, and what are we doing about it?

. . . but the impression concerning the Holy Spirit has
been that this gift is not for the church now, but that at
some time in the future it would be necessary for the
church to receive it (Testimonies to Ministers, p. 174.1).
The plan of salvation is not presented in its simplicity
for the reason that few ministers know what simple faith
is. An intellectual knowledge of the truth is not enough;
we must know its power upon our own hearts and lives.
Ministers need to come to Christ as little children. Seek
Jesus, brethren, confess your sins, plead with God day
and night, until you know that for Christ’s sake you are
pardoned and accepted. Then will you love much because you have been forgiven much. Then you can point
others to Christ as a sin-pardoning Redeemer. Then you
can present the truth from the fullness of a heart that
feels its sanctifying power. I fear for you, my brethren.
I counsel you to tarry at Jerusalem, as did the early
disciples, until, like them, you receive the baptism of the
Holy Spirit. Never feel at liberty to go into the desk until
you have by faith grasped the arm of your strength
(Testimonies to the Church, Vol 5, p. 159.1).

This verse, applied symbolically, is an injunction to be
genuinely converted, and to pray for the holy spirit before
laboring for souls. In no way, however, can this text
justify delaying the preaching of the gospel to the world.
It seems to me that the theology behind this excuse comes
from the Shepherds Rod teaching that, the judgment
referred to as beginning at the house of God is the
“Purifying of the church”, the slaughter of Ezekiel 9,
when all the nominal SDAs are supposedly killed. And so,
we need to preach to the church to get them to accept
certain tenants of doctrine because they’re going to be
killed first if they do not repent, and then the ones left
over (the 144,000 in this teaching) will preach the gospel
to the world, and there will be a great multitude brought
in. According to this teaching there’s really no need to

(Continued …) Other than GMO soy, one must be aware
that field corn, sugar beets, and canola are major crops
which are primarily from GMO seed. These are found in
the ingredients of most processed foods, including baby
formula. These crops have been genetically modified to
be resistant to Roundup, a weed killer, and to obtain
different properties desired.
In grocery stores, today, one will also find the following
produce to be GMO: sweet corn, zucchini, summer
squash, and papaya. In the year of 2015, GMO white
russet potatoes were introduced to some grocery stores.1
Another new GMO crop is the “Artic apple” which has
been genetically engineered to prevent from browning.2
As the use of Roundup ready GMO seeds has increased
in the agricultural industry, so has the use of herbicides
and chemicals such as glyphosate, which is a key
ingredient in Roundup. As a matter of fact, glyphosate
has become the most used agricultural chemical in the
history of this world.3 According to Newsweek,
“Americans have applied 1.8 million tons of glyphosate
since its introduction in 1974. Worldwide, 9.4 million
tons of the chemical have been sprayed onto fields. For
comparison, that’s equivalent to the weight of water in
more than 2,300 Olympic-size swimming pools. It’s also
enough to spray nearly half a pound of Roundup on every
cultivated acre of land in the world.”4
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These are staggering figures! One may still wonder how
much the average individual is actually exposed to this
chemical and whether it is significant enough to be a
factor. Let’s consider a study done in 2013, which
involved multiple countries in Europe and exclusively
city dwellers whose main, if not only, source of exposure
to glyphosate would have been through their food. 5
“Despite Europe's more aggressive campaign against
GMO foods than that in the Americas, 44% of the urine
samples contained quantifiable amounts of glyphosate.”
6

It is clear then that our western diet is a source of
exposure to glyphosate.
Could this environmental factor be a possible culprit for
the rise in allergies seen in these past decades? Some
believe that this could certainly be the case. The same
2013 study mentioned above also linked glyphosate with
celiac disease. It mentions that fish which were exposed
to glyphosate developed digestive problems like that of
gluten allergy. This study states that glyphosate causes a
serious disruption in the flora of the gut. This bacteria
imbalance could result in increased intestinal
permeability, when the tight junctions of the intestinal
wall become compromised allowing substances to enter
the bloodstream.
Another study, published in 2010, links food allergies
with having an increased intestinal permeability.7 “Food
allergies and metabolic syndrome are common
complaints in daily general practice, and the reported
increases in the prevalence of these disorders may be
associated with the abnormal passage of elements into
the general circulation.” 8
Glyphosate not only disturbs our digestive system, but
has also been found to inhibit the uptake of minerals
because it is a chelator. “One can expect, therefore,
deficiencies in multiple transition (trace) metals, such as
iron, copper, cobalt, molybdenum, zinc and magnesium
in the presence of glyphosate. Glyphosate has been
shown to reduce levels of iron, magnesium, manganese
and calcium in non-GMO soybean plants.”9 Interestingly
enough, the study from which this quote is taken clearly
links iron, selenium, cobalt and molybdenum
deficiencies with celiac disease.
These are not the only negative effects that have been
observed to follow glyphosate. There is a tall stack of

evidence making its case against glyphosate and in turn
Monsanto, the culprit.
Well, what do we do now that we are aware of the dangers
in our food sources? The most simple and ideal way to
solve our problems would be to grow of our own food.
And perhaps there are some of you who are already doing
this, and that is really great, but there are many of us who
may not be presently in the right circumstances to do this.
Then, we need to start buying our food intelligently.
Avoid the foods that you know are highly GMO and
highly sprayed with pesticides, or buy them organic.
Remember that most processed foods will have GMO
ingredients. Support the small farmers growing naturally
and organically by buying their produce as much as you
can. Supplement your diet with foods that will aid and
support a healthy digestive system. A good example of
this is turmeric, also called curcumin, this root has been
found to be an inflammatory agent and an aid in keeping
the protective lining of the intestines healthy.10
Finally, remember to do your best and trust the Lord with
the rest.
1
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God’s Protection
We are very grateful to God, and praise
Him for so many things. Firstly, we
thank God for His protection.

come when we could be more useful in ministering to
others if we had our own home. We could bring people in,
and have more space to work more efficiently. We began
to pray for His sake, and it was at that time that God
brought everything together at the right time to bring
about renewed progress on the house. Building materials,
tools, and methods are all different here than in the USA,
and that coupled with the language difference has made
it difficult to work closely together with others. Besides
that, I have had many other
responsibilities, so we have had others
do most of the actual work on the
house. We needed the help of someone
we could depend on to take instruction
and with sufficient skill and time.

For six months, we have traveled these
very difficult roads, and four times while
riding with four different motorcycle
drivers, two of whom were among the
It was then that someone offered to
best drivers in town, we fell, but only
take on the job. Others too offered their
once did we experience any pain, and
services, and soon we had several
Our road during rain.
that was only slight. Once while riding our horse we crews working. One worker has been using a carabao and
turned her off the path to avoid a stubborn Carabao, and wheelless cart to haul sand and cement from the road to
that led us into the pathway of another horse. Our horse the building site, as well as hauling rocks to the site from
swung around rapidly to give the other horse a kick, the field. Some have been preparing a road by leveling
throwing us off, but once again we
and widening it, gathering and
received only slight pains. During the last
breaking rocks, and placing them on
6 months, we have not been able to secure
the muddy portions of the road. Some
or lock up our tools and other things, but
have been doing concrete work,
not one thing has been missing, even when
building a water tank and rock wall at
we were out of town for up to 2 weeks.
the spring, setting up the water
There are many other ways God has
system, building a septic tank,
placed a hedge of protection about us, and
pouring the concrete floor, making a
likely there are ways we don’t even know
countertop, rock walls, et cetera. One
about.
Our house in progress.
is breaking rock, and making gravel
for the concrete work. Another is hand planning, and
another making the grooves in the lap
The second reason we wish to thank God
siding by hand, and others are
is for his Providence. Particularly we wish
framing. Still others have been
to thank him for the way he has answered
gathering 40 cubic meters of stone
our prayers concerning the building of our
for the main road which has been
house. We were at a standstill with the
impassable by 4-wheel drive for a
progress, and then we began to change our
couple of months. We volunteered
complaints to thankfulness for the trial,
along with another man, who is well
realizing that God was turning it into a
off financially, to provide the rock,
Workbee group
blessing, bringing us into contact with
and the next village agreed to have a
more people, and increasing our ability to do medical workbee, and load and place the rock. A businessman
missionary work by staying in the small hut that we are who hauls things to and from the village with a 10-wheel
living in, located just beside the main road. After a couple drive vehicle agreed to haul the stone to the site free of
of months, however, it became evident that the time had charge.
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God’s Providences

It has brought joy to be able to provide some
employment to over 24 people. Many who were just
going barefoot, have been able to buy shoes, thongs or
boots, and a few others needed supplies.
We cannot employ them for long, but even
this little bit we trust has been a help.

using them, and is now a believer of the simple natural
remedies provided by God.

This last week we have been dealing with patients that
really need to be in a sanitarium
environment where they can receive
better care and supervision. Currently
we have to treat people outside
We had been waiting on lumber for
sometimes in unfavorable weather
months, but now in God’s time, the
conditions where it is windy, raining
lumber order is being filled, and someone
and cold. Constantly we have to
donated us a tree to help complete our
chase pigs, dogs and chickens to keep
lumber requirements. Farmers use their
them from contaminating the
Carabao to cultivate their fields, and it has
Lumberjacks
treatments.
This
morning
a chicken knocked over the
not always been easy to line up one for our use.
poultice onto the ground. Two days ago, a pig was being
The way the workers, Carabao, and the lumber became
slaughtered on a table just 20 feet from where we were
available all at the same time is providential, but not only
applying three large poultices. We were on the muddy
that. The weather had been raining every day for large
spot where the pigs stayed. Soon, we
portions of the day, but for the last three
plan to start on building an extension
weeks, since starting up again on the
room on our new house for some
house, the rain has held off till after
patients. We are
working hours. We thank God for working
treating an 8-year old
these things out in this way.
girl with terrible skin
Someone suggested that we have a
sores on her legs and
“dagyaw” (a “workbee”) to work on the
all over her body.
path way from the road to our house. Many
She's had them for
seemed willing, and so last Sunday we had
A family we helped
two years and has not been helped
a “workbee”. About 10 men, one woman, and some by conventional treatments. Another man had extremely
children showed up to help work on the road. We made high fever for a week. He would have died soon, but God
frozen banana and carob “ice cream,” and the people richly blessed. Burns are common here from cooking fires
liked it so much they suggested we have another workbee as well as from motorcycle falls. Cuts and wounds are
the next Sunday to continue to work on the path. The also common, but most common is the flu during the
workbee gave us a unique opportunity to interact with the rainy season, which is from August to January. We have
neighbors, and get to know them better.
dealt with various skin problems, coughs, Goiter, the flu,
colon disturbances, PMS, etcetera, and God has blessed
Medical Missionary Work
the simple treatments. The medical
For a few months now people have been
missionary work has opened many
seeking us out for the medical needs of
doors, and has proved to be an
themselves and their children. Just today
entering wedge. We are praying God
we had a couple of ladies with 6 children
will open the way for us to provide a
visit us with various medical needs
dentist, periodically, for the many
including goiter, cough, anemia, etcetera.
dental needs as well.
One of them, Christina, has received help
We are often too busy to bathe, wash
from us before, and she has been active
clothes and sometimes eat, so please
Helping another family.
bringing others to us. She has shared that
pray for this project and that the Lord of the harvest will
since she heard from us that synthetic drugs are more
send forth laborers into His vineyard.
harmful than beneficial to the body, she has stopped
(Continued on page 8, top left)
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7th Day Maranatha Church
By: Andy Whitehurst
THE BEGINNING
Quite a few years back, my wife (Christy) and I were
invited to a friend’s house for dinner. While we were
eating, our friend suggests that we watch a video that he
had. He hops out of his seat without waiting for a
response and puts a VHS video into his small TV. As we
are watching, it becomes obvious that the speaker is
presenting doctrine concerning the Holy Spirit that is
contrary to what our church teaches. I was warned about
these people when I attended Amazing Facts Center of
Evangelism (AFCOE).
Looking back at that experience, it is obvious that that
Holy Spirit the presenter was talking about was working
on me. I was the head elder of one of our local “SDA”
churches (that had no pastor) and I tried not to let this new
theology that I was studying show in my sermons, but the
excitement I had for seeing the Bible anew was telling.
It wasn’t long before there was an unwanted
confrontation with conference leadership. I received a
call from my previous boss (I used to work for the local
conference), in this call, the ministerial director politely
threatened me if I spoke on this subject. The system
clearly wasn’t going to change and we are told not to go
where error is being taught (Early Writings p. 125), so we
left the church.
A few years later, a couple of corporate friends were
having an adoption party to celebrate having adopted two
girls. They asked us to come, but we were hesitant
because we did not want to be the pink elephants in the
middle of the room that everyone was desperately trying
to ignore. We decided to go. While we were being the
pink elephants in the middle of the room, one of the
church members from Lander corporate church turned
towards us as we were walking by his table. He asked if
I would teach Sabbath School! My jaw just about hit the
ground because just a month or so before this I had been
wrestling with God about how to reach my friends in the
corporate system with the love of the Father and Son.
COME OUT OF HER MY PEOPLE

I started teaching Sabbath School, and within a few weeks
I was asked to preach. As error came up in the Sabbath
School lesson I would present why I did not agree with it.
When the lesson came up that taught the Holy Spirit was
a being (separate from the Father and Son), I told
everyone I did not agree with the lesson. I told them that
I could moderate a discussion but I would not say
anything myself, or I could tell them why I did not agree.
Everyone wanted to hear why I did not agree. It was
received well in that no one got upset, of course how can
they get upset when they unanimously agreed to have me
tell them.
A little later, I handed two of the leading brethren small
books about what the pioneers believed about the Father
and Son. One of them handed the book back later and told
me that he “agreed and had no problems with it”, but I did
not see a love of the truth manifest. The other one (Rick)
started seeing it, exploring it, and grasping it.
Some time later the churches got a “pastor”. In one of the
church’s meetings, he made a statement that he was not
comfortable inviting people to the church because of the
Ellen White quotes. Rick and I looked at each other with
a smile because we knew he was talking about us. As
Rick and I and our two families tried to waken the church
to present truth, tensions started to grow. Sadly the
“pastor” was not in agreement with us on waking people
up, the Father and Son, the use of Ellen G. White in
Sabbath School and church service, the Papacy (he
wanted that toned down), the need to abhor sin, etc.
I could see that time was short. I had been up front with
the church about what I believed and the error in the
corporate system and it was no different with the new
pastor. We sat down and I presented this to him two
different times and when it was all said and done, he told
me that he didn’t see that we had any difference in belief
in the Father and Son but I could still see problems
brewing. As I figured, it was not long before I got a text
from him saying he and the head elder wanted to meet
with
me.
He
absolutely refused to
tell me what the
meeting was about, but
I already knew…(to be
continued)
The Whitehursts,
Wyoming, USA
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Travel
We also had opportunity to travel to the Northern
Philippines to a sanitarium operated by some believers,
and visit with them as well as with one of the patients,
who has worked with us in obtaining this property. She,
Samaritana, has been sick with Lupus and various
complications, so we request your prayers for this young
sister’s continued healing. We have had a couple of
opportunities to visit believers in a small home Church in
Cebu. God has providentially arranged our visits, as they
have been needing moral encouragement and doctrinal
guidance. It was a joy to us to see them uplifted as a
result of our fruitful sharing and fellowship.

Prayer
We desire to have better facilities for medical missionary
work and for training, so we solicit your prayers for this
as well as for our ministry in this community, the
Philippines, and the work around the world. Our
presence and help is desired in Europe for some medical
missionary training, and another South Pacific Island, for
their encouragement, counsel and other ministry. Please
keep us in your prayers as we seek for divine wisdom and
direction to know how to fill the needs presented to us.
In Christian love,

David Sims & Family

Winter is here for many of us, and dry skin and
chapped lips are a common occurrance. Here are a
couple of simple recipes from Christy Whitehurst to
make your own cream and chapstick and avoid the
chemicals in store bought products!

▪ 1.5 FL OZ Beeswax pellets (not by weight)
▪ ½ cup Coconut Oil
▪ ½ cup Almond Oil
In a mason jar melt beeswax, coconut oil and Almond
oil on low heat in a double boiler.
▪ ½ cup Aloe Vera Gel
▪ 20 drops Lavender Essential Oil (or 30
wintergreen EO)
Place refrigerated aloe gel and Essenti Oils in a highpowered blender. Turn on low and slowly pour
melted oils and wax into aloe. After all contents are
together, slowly turn blender to faster speed without
going to high speed. The mixture will transform into
a wonderful warm lotion right before your
eyes!! Store in mason jar in dry cool area.

~Medical Ministry, p. 24.
▪ 4 OZ Beeswax pellets
▪ 6.5 TBSP coconut oil
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▪ 5 tsp Shea butter
▪ 25 drops peppermint Essential Oil
▪ 15 drops rosemary Essential Oil
In a mason jar melt beeswax, coconut oil, and Shea
butter on low heat in a double boiler. After melted
let cool a little and add EO. Mix with wooden skewer
and syringe into lip balm tubes. Let the balm tubes
cool down to room temperature before disturbing
them.
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