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ear beloved,
It brings encouragement as I sit on the floor in my one room
hut, to contemplate God’s providences over the past few
months. This hut was offered us to use as a temporary
quarters in a very timely way.
We arrived in the late afternoon with a carload of our
things, planning to put up a temporary bamboo shelter, and camp on
our property. After driving our
4WD utility vehicle as far as it
would take us, we hiked the remaining mile to our property, and
arrived much later than planned,
with only an hour or so of daylight. The neighbors saw us, and
gathered around to help, but the
wind picked up, and rain clouds
settled overhead as the darkness settled in around us. It was
not until our shelter was partway built that we all realized it
would not withstand the wind, or provide enough protection
from the elements. It was then that God moved upon the
heart of one family to invite us into their one room hut for
the night. By God’s grace the ten of us somehow found
room on the floor to lay our heads for the night. There were
three in their family, four in ours, and Melody, a partly
blind sister in the faith, with her two children.
We had to return to the car to get some essentials and lock
it up. The one mile hike each way through the pouring rain
and darkness was just a preparation for the next day’s
ordeal. We had promised to meet someone the next day in a
village at the foot of the mountains to pick up a horse we
had purchased to help with traveling and transporting things
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from the road to the property. The next day we hired a
neighbor to take us by motorcycle to pick up the horse. We
then began the 10 mile, 2,500 foot climb to our farm. The
horse had worms, and had already carried its previous owner
8 miles before carrying the two of us, so the horse tired out
quickly. We were in unfamiliar territory and underestimated
the distance, so we took longer than expected to reach the
property.
Along the way we had picked up a bunch of 100 bananas
from a farmer thinking of our hungry crew at home. The
added weight of the bananas contributed that much more to
the load our horse was already carrying. It was not long before we
had to give the horse a long break
to feed, and rest stops became very
frequent. David walked for a while,
but soon it was evident that the
horse could not carry even one of
us any longer. It was getting dark,
and we could see dark clouds
quickly gathering over the ocean
below us. Realizing that we could
be in real trouble, we decided to
stop for a prayer before continuing to walk. The storm was
soon upon us, and with 5 miles or so of steep climbing ahead
of us in the dark downpour, and not being familiar with the
way, it felt all the more daunting, considering that we were
not physically prepared for this long of a walk even in good
conditions on flat terrain. We both had blistered feet from
the hikes the night before, and our path led through ankle
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deep water, sticky mud and slippery rocks. But, after prayer
our hearts revived, and we were strengthened for the rest of
the trip. One home along the way felt sorry for us, and
invited us in for a rest, and gave us dry shirts, which helped
to ward off the shivering cold. After 7 hours one way of
riding and walking (more time was spent walking than
riding) we arrived back to the one
room hut we were sharing between the ten of us. We arrived
hungry, cold, exhausted, and blistered, but at peace, knowing that
God had really strengthened and
helped us. The chilling became
tolerable after the kind people
along the way gave us a change of
raiment, and we did not really feel
the tiredness until we arrived
home. We had a small tablet with us, and the battery had
lasted long enough for us to use its light to guide us and the
horse in the pitch black of darkness.
On the third day, neighbors offered us an empty one room
hut to stay in until we got our house built. The hut is exactly
at the point where we have to leave our car at the road to
hike into our property. Just another providential blessing
from the Lord. We have the forest for a restroom, and we are
able to walk to the neighbors a 150 feet away to get water
that is piped a mile or so from a
spring, and we are able to build a
charcoal fire under the eves of the hut
to cook on.
These neighbors knew of another
neighbor that hand mills lumber, and
yet another neighbor turned out to be
a native builder, both of whom we
hired. Things move real slow here
because everything has to be done by
hand, and the electricity at the neighbor's is rarely working.
Everything, even sand for cement, has to be moved in sacks
transported on a cart drug on the ground by a carabao,
because the terrain is too steep for wheeled carts.
Amazingly, for such a remote area, we are in personal
contact with up to a dozen or so people on a daily basis,
including several we have hired to help on building the
house. Other farmers criss-cross our property pasturing their
herds, and stop to chat as we work on the property; others
carrying their produce on their heads bring their produce to

sell, sometimes from a distance of one or two hours hike.
Every day fifty or so school children pass within 10 feet of
our one room hut on their way to and from school.
We found out that the hut we are temporarily staying in is
owned by a family who were living here until January when
four of their boys who were on
drugs committed a terrible crime,
and one of them was killed by a
rebel group here known as the
“New People's Army” (NPA). The
remaining family fled to a distant
city, and were exiled from the area.
We discovered that this area was
a stronghold for the rebel group,
and that a few years ago many
families were forced to evacuate
their lands and leave their farms and houses because of the
frequent conflicts between the military and the rebel group.
The government decided to put up military camps in the
area, and there is one just a mile away as the crow flies that
we can see from our property. We are grateful for the peace
and order that seemingly pervades the area now.
Every trip to and from town is an exercise of faith, because
on almost every trip we have gotten stuck on the way,
sometimes for a few minutes, sometimes for an hour or so, but God has
always helped us make it. Once we
got turned sideways on the road for an
hour, and just kept sliding down the
slippery road, unable to make any
headway, all the while sending up
earnest prayers for help, when several
motorcycles came by with passengers, and 4 young men stopped to
help (along with unseen angels), and
pushed us through.
On another occasion late at night with a load inside as well
as on top of the car, we took a seeming shortcut, which
looked more like an eroded creek-bed than a road in places.
When we could not get the 4WD engaged, we became
stuck, and were just about to turn back to town, when after
a prayer, the 4WD immediately engaged, and we were able
to make it through. We had just gotten over the worst places
when the rain began to pour. The peaceful sleep we enjoyed
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that night in our one room hut while the storm raged without
was something for which we were especially grateful.
Our car is 25 years old, and was brought
over from Japan. The driver’s side was
originally on the right, and so was converted to the left. In the process the wiring was
badly damaged, which resulted in multiple
shorts, causing the batteries to continually
run down. Many other things worked sporadically, including the 4WD.
On a certain day as we were preparing to
leave town, I was contemplating what the
best course to pursue would be, and was
thinking that the only course was to have it
re-wired, we discovered we had left our
keys in the car. The only one we knew of that could pick the
lock for us wanted to charge 6 times what he usually charges, so we were led to find someone else. This person turned
out to be an auto electrician. He soon found out our multiple
problems, and said it would need to be rewired. “I can do the
job,” he said, and gave us an estimate for the cost. It seemed
to me an answer to my prayer of what to do, especially
considering that someone had just told us that they were
sending
the
same amount of
money as a gift.
This experience
showed us how
God’s
providences
work
even in what
seemed to human eyes as a
misfortune.
One day as we were leading our horse, Pina, to water,
Matthew, our 5 year old, had his back stepped on by the
horse. Matthew was scared, bruised, and crying, but amazingly was uninjured. We praise God for his unceasing
watch-care over us.
In the first few weeks of arriving we were able to get
acquainted with most of the people in this small community
of about 25 families. Our vegan diet made it necessary for us
to make contact with them as a local source for food. The
supply of inexpensive and organic mangoes, bananas, avocados, papayas, sweet potatoes, and some greens have been

abundant. We are always in awe of how God unceasingly
provides a “feast in the wilderness” for His servants.
Living in this area has taught us lessons
that we never would have learned otherwise. Cooking and washing the dishes is
done outside the hut, so when it rains we
get washed too. The water has to be hauled,
and there are times when the pipe from the
spring gets cut, stopped up, or comes apart,
and so we have to conserve what water we
have till it gets fixed.
There is no internet or phone signal available where we are staying, and the electricity at the neighbors is off more than on.
Void of the convenience and comfort we
used to enjoy, we have learned to be patient during frustrations, to economize, and to enjoy the most simple things in
life. We have learned to deny self, to be grateful for the
smallest blessings, and to cling like a little child to our
heavenly Father every moment of our lives. We have come
to see and appreciate the polishing that God is doing to
smooth our rough edges.
Marrah's sister recently met with a number of home-church
youth that are seeking direction. We have seen this need
ourselves as well, and our utmost desire is to help these
young people get a good education, and find a purpose in
life. We hope that in His time, God will raise a school that
will be a training center and sanctuary for his lost and
scattered jewels in the Philippines, who are hungering and
thirsting for that true education.
It seems there is not a day that passes when we don’t see
God’s wonderful providences at work, and his protective
hedge about us. Please pray with us that God will make us a
blessing to the people here in our community, as well as
around the Philippines, and that we might help these young
people be educated for service.
In the service and love of Christ,

David and Marrah Sims
There is something for every one to do. Every
soul that believes the truth is to stand in his lot
and place, saying, “Here am I; send me.” Isaiah 6:8. – Testimonies, Vol. 6, p. 49
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Part V – Symbols: The Visions of Daniel & John

I

n this issue we will cover some of the figures or
symbols seen in Daniel’s dreams (chapters 7 & 8), and those
of the Revelation (chapters 12, 13, & 17).
Perspective – An often (nearly always) overlooked aspect
to understanding the symbols of Scripture is the perspective
of the writer. We are English speaking Americans (for the
most part), and we look at things accordingly; however, if
we are to properly understand the meaning of Scripture
language, we must understand the perspective of its Author.
God is not American, Spanish, French, German, Italian,
English, Australian, etc., he is God. We do not see things as
does he. We are natural (sensual), and perceive only that
which is visible; thus we perceive things by our senses
(outwardly). “The LORD said unto Samuel, Look not on his
countenance, or on the height of his stature; because I have
refused him: for the LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man
looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh
on the heart” (1 Samuel 16:7). God is spiritual, he looks on
the heart, and sees all things as they are; for “Neither is there
any creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all things
are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we
have to do” (Hebrews 4:13). It follows that, if we are to
understand his meaning, we must first receive his mind; for
spiritual things “are spiritually discerned” (1 Cor. 2:14). The
Biblical perspective (God’s mind) is that of function (how
something acts), and so its symbols derive their meaning
based on this fact, and not their form. This idea will become
more clear to the mind’s eye as the reader considers the
following paragraphs. Let’s take a look at the figures of
Daniel’s dreams.
The windswept sea – The first symbol seen by the prophet
is that of a sea, swept by the four winds of heaven, not
simply wind + water. Let us not simply treat this symbol as
a mathematical formula, e.g., this + that = something, rather
let us view it as God views it, i.e., by its function, e.g., how
wind acts upon the sea. First off, let us consider the “four
winds”. These “winds” (Heb. ruach) are not simply four
unrelated ideas or concepts, or four inanimate things, but

they are a living picture of a mighty storm whirling about in
four directions, i.e., a tornado (on land) or a
hurricane/typhoon (at sea). Now the question is asked, How
do the four winds (tornado or hurricane) act upon the sea?
Answer – They stir it up, scatter it abroad, lash it into a
frenzy, and its once calm peaceful surface becomes the
scene of a raging destructive force. Remember that Daniel
saw these things in action, as they moved and acted upon
one another, and this is how we ought to understand them.
See Jer. 49:36; Job 21:17, 18; 27:20 21; Luke 8:22-24; Acts
27:14.
How do we understand the sea? First we find its origin, to
learn its function. The sea (Heb. yamim) is the name given
by Moses to a collection or body (Heb. miqveh; from qavah,
to gather) of waters in Genesis 1:9, 10. A sea is the symbol
of “gathering” (function) waters, and these waters we are
told in Revelation 17:15 represent, “peoples, multitudes,
nations, and tongues.” A sea therefore represents the
gathering together of people into large bodies or nations.
Thus the symbol of a windswept sea becomes at once clear.
How could war, revolution, and the conquest of nation by
nation be better portrayed than by the furious and often
unpredictable movements of the wind (spirit) upon the
water (people)?
Beasts – Out of this storm-tossed sea arise four diverse
beasts. The word used for beast in the book of Daniel is the
Aramaic word chevah, equivalent to the Hebrew chai,
meaning quick, which distinguishes them from the cattle
(behemah, possibly meaning slow or cumbersome) by their
speed or liveliness of movement. After sin this “kind” of
animal became the beasts of prey or great hunters. It is the
Hebrew equivalent to the Greek ther (to catch) or therion,
which signified the wild hunter or beast of prey.
These beasts arise out of a sea torn by war and conquest,
which is explained by the angel as the uprising or
establishment of “four kings” (Dan. 7:17) that should arise
one after another out of the earth, and which would be
diverse (different) from one another (not simply in
appearance, but in behavior as well); and lest we should be
confused, and think actual persons are here intended, the
angel goes on to say that the fourth beast is the fourth
“kingdom” (vs. 23). Hence we know by inspiration that the
symbol of a king is itself a figure used to represent the
political bodies (kingdoms) they govern. Therefore it is
most natural and logical that we understand beasts as
symbols of the earthly kingdoms of men.
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Heads – One of the prominent features seen on the beasts
in the visions of Daniel and John is that of heads (Heb.
rosh; Grk. kephale). A head, properly speaking, is an
outgrowth or development of the body (like arms, legs, etc),
and is its chief or head – that member which determines the
course of the body. In relation to beasts or kingdoms heads
represent or symbolize the natural outgrowth or division of
power within a body: “And a river went out of Eden to
water the garden; and from thence it was parted [divided],
and became into four heads [Heb. rosh]” (Genesis 2:10).
The river of Eden originally had one head, but its power
was parted or divided into four, that it might branch out and
fill the earth. It was still the same river, the same body of
water, the only change being its direction or course. This
same principle is true with regard to men or bodies of men,
i.e., tribes, families, and nations, etc: a father begets sons,
who themselves become heads in their own right of the one
family (though not its source or origin), i.e., branches of one
tree. In Judges 7:16, speaking of Gideon’s band of 300 men,
we read that “he divided the three hundred men into three
companies [Heb. rosh], . . .” Gideon’s small band was
“divided” into three “companies” or heads, in order to
change their course, that they might surround the enemy
from all sides: it was still the same body of 300 men; yet its
force was divided into three heads (see also Judges 9:34,
37, 43, 44; Exodus 6:14; 18:25; 1 Chronicles 12:23; Job
1:17). Thus a beast (kingdom) with multiple heads would
represent a division of its power, as we see in the leopard of
Daniel 7:6 and the beast of Revelation 12, 13, & 17. They
were still the same beasts or kingdoms: the leopard was still
Greece, though its power and government had been divided
into four heads, each headed by one of Alexander’s chief
generals (this historical fact is again symbolized by the four
horns of the he-goat of Dan. 8); and the dragon, leopard-like
beast, and scarlet colored beasts, though having multiple
heads were still the same beast or kingdom with its power
being divided to its seven heads. The only difference
between the leopard of Daniel 7:6 and the beast of
Revelation 17 is that the heads of the leopard of Dan. 7:6
(and the horns of the he-goat) are contemporary (meaning
they exist at the same time), while the heads of the other are
given in sequential order (1st, 2nd, 3rd, etc), thus signifying
that its heads were to follow one another in succession; the
power being represented by the current head.
Horns – Another of the prominent features of the beasts of
Daniel ...
Continued on page 7.

Allergy Pandemic
By: Raquel Akens

Have you noticed that there is a dramatic increase of
not just allergies but also of the number of people
suffering from them?
When I was growing up in Peru, children with allergies
were rare cases, and the children that had them tended
to be sickly, plagued by some other health complication
as well. In fact I never encountered a classmate with
any allergies until my family and I moved to the United
States. I clearly remember the table in the cafeteria
where anything with peanuts was prohibited.
According to the website, Food Allergy Research and
Education, there has been a 50% increase of food
allergies among children between 1997 and 2011.1 This
is a huge increase!
It is estimated that every 3 minutes a food allergy sends
someone to the emergency room, this accounts for
more than 200,000 emergency visits per year.2 These
are alarming figures!
The foods that trigger nearly 90 % of all allergic
reactions are the following: milk, eggs, peanuts, tree
nuts, soy, wheat, fish and shellfish.3 How strange that
these ordinary foods could cause such severe reactions
in an individual that if not quickly attended to could
lead to death.
Why has there not been a deeper earnest among health
officials to get to the bottom of this? Shouldn’t the
culprit be exposed? Is it a malfunction in our bodies?
Or perhaps there is now something wrong with the
foods that have been a staple to humanity for more than
a millennia?
The evidence is clear that there has been a marked
increase of this disease since the mid 90’s. Is it a
coincidence that it was also... Cont. on p. 7, top right.
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“. . . the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit,
and they are life” (John 6:57, 63). Christ is not here
referring to his doctrine, but to his person, the
divinity of his character (1Selected Messages, p.
249).

There is an increasing interest and controversy over
the topic of the Holy Spirit. There are many within
Adventism who hold tenaciously to the doctrine of the
trinity, because they believe that the Holy Spirit is a
separate and distinct individual from the Father and
from the Father’s Son, Jesus. They cling to quotes such
as these:
Sin could be resisted and overcome only through
the mighty agency of the third person of the Godhead (EG White, Review & Herald, May 19, 1904).
He [Christ] determined to give his representative,
the third person of the Godhead (6SDABC p. 1052).
The language of these quotes and others such as these
could give the reader the impression that their author
believed in a trinity. However, we would like to dig a
little deeper. We would like to use the same author’s
writings to define her own terms.
What exactly was meant by the use of “the third person
of the Godhead”? Let us consider a few quotes.
In giving us his Spirit, God gives us Himself,
making Himself a fountain of divine influences, to
give health and life to the world (7 Testimonies, p.
273.1).
. . . by His Spirit He is everywhere present (Education, p. 132).
. . . the divine spirit that the world’s redeemer
promised to send, is the presence and power of
God (EG White, Signs of the Times, November
23, 1891).
The Holy Spirit strives with every man. It is the
voice of God speaking to the soul (RH, July 27,
1897 par. 8).
The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Christ, which is
sent to all men to give them sufficiency, that
through His grace we might be complete in Him
(14 Manuscript Releases, p. 84).

. . . the holy spirit, which proceeds from the only
begotten-son, binds the human agent, body, soul,
and spirit, to the perfect, divine-human nature of
Christ (Selected Messages book 1, p. 250 – 251).
. . . then Jesus would breathe upon them the holy
ghost. In that breath was light, power, and much
love, joy, and peace (Early Writings, p. 55).
The Lord is soon to come. We want that complete
and perfect understanding which the Lord alone can
give. It is not safe to catch the spirit from another.
We want the holy spirit, which is Jesus Christ. If
we commune with God, we shall have strength and
grace and efficiency {Lt66-1894 (April 10, 1894)
par. 18}.
. . . when God’s people take the position that they
are the temple of the holy ghost, Christ himself
abiding within, they will so clearly reveal him in
spirit, words, and actions, that there will be an
unmistakable distinction between them and satan's
followers. . . . {3 Selected Messages, p. 211.2}
. . . in giving us his spirit, God gives us Himself,
making himself a fountain of divine influences, to
give health and life to the world (7 Testimonies, p.
273).
. . . the holy Spirit is the Comforter, as the personal
presence of Christ to the soul {The Home Missionary, November 1, 1893 par. 28}.
In the light of other passages, the quotes that seem to be
teaching a trinity (which are a minority) are made plain.
The holy spirit is clearly a part of God, and therefore it
is God himself.
There are many different ways in which the holy spirit
is described, but why is it called the third person of the
Godhead? Could it be because it is God’s presence in
the third person—void of his visible and tangible form
and independent thereof? I believe that it is in this sense
that the holy spirit is God’s representative. You see, we
all know that our God is a consuming fire (Heb. 12:29).
The light and glory of his presence would destroy any
one of us who would stand before him in our present
condition. This fact should make one wonder: If the
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holy spirit is really not a spirit, but really a distinct
person, as the Father and the Son are, why then are we
not consumed by its presence? The truth is that the
holy spirit is not the full and complete person of God.
This is why there is a distinction made between the
spirit of God and God himself in the Scriptures. Or the
spirit of Christ and Christ himself. In every instance
where the spirit is mentioned, it is the invisible presence, words, and or power of either Christ or the Father.

in the mid 90’s that Genetically Modified foods were
pronounced “safe” to sell to the consumer? In 1994,
Monsanto introduced genetically modified soy beans to
the world. In 2014 genetically modified soy beans made
up 82% 4of the world wide soy cultivation area. I would
like to point out that a great majority of your processed
foods contains some form of soy. But soy is not the only
GM food ... To be continued...

To define it succinctly, the holy spirit is simply just 1 FARE. https://www.foodallergy.org/facts-and-stats. 8-14-2016
what the Scriptures say it is, it is the spirit of God. We 2 Ibid.
do not need to redefine the word “spirit” to understand 3 Ibid.
God’s meaning in his Word each time it refers to the 4Wikipedia.https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genetically_modified_so
“holy spirit” or the “spirit of God”. In every other ybean. 8-14-16
instance in the Scriptures we understand the word
“spirit” to mean just that – a spirit.

Gluten Free Pizza Crust

It is evident that the holy spirit is the means through Preheat oven 400º F
which the Lord speaks to our hearts and minds. It is the Mix in Large Food Processor or electric mixing bowl.
power from above that revives our spiritual lives and
▪ 2 cups Brown rice Flour
sustains them. All the details are not revealed to us, but
there is more than enough that is revealed to satisfy
▪ 1 cup sorghum flour
any candid soul. The Lord be with you as you continue
▪ 1 cup tapioca flour
to study and investigate upon this subject prayerfully.
▪ 2 TBSP dry yeast
▪ ¾ tsp sea salt
▪ 2 TBSP Italian Seasoning
-Understanding Prophecy, continuation from page 5.
and the Revelation are their horns (Heb. qeren; Grk.
keras). A horn, like a head, represents a division of power:
as a head divides the body, so a horn divides the head; and
as a head grows out of the body, so a horn grows out of the
head, and represents a division of its power. A prime
example of this is seen in the ram of Daniel 8: it had one
body (one nation made up of two people), it had one head
(one form of government) which was ruled by two
successive powers (horns) which arose out of it (the Medes
which arose first, and the Persians which arose later), and
the latter of the two (the Persians) attained the ascendancy
throughout its (the beast’s) career. Likewise is the fourth
beast of Daniel 7:7-9, whose ten horns divide the power of
the beast among themselves, and among whom a little horn
is seen to arise, before whom three of the first ten are
plucked up by the roots: a very fitting symbol or figure
indeed of Rome’s history.

▪ 1 tsp onion powder
▪ 2 tsp garlic powder
Pour into processor as mixing.
▪ ¼ cup EVOO-Extra Virgin Olive Oil
▪ 3 cups of plain Almond Milk with 105 water
Pour slowly into processor as mixing, until mixture is
like pancake batter.
Thinly pour mixture on cookie sheet covered with parchment paper. Bake for 25-30 minutes at 400 ºF, or until
bread is thoroughly baked.
Leave out Italian seasoning and garlic powder to make
biscuits.
Build pizza with desired toppings ... We like toppings such
as shredded spinach, sprouts, pineapple, green onions,
olives, artichoke, avocados and sliced grape tomatoes. Be
creative and have fun with your pizza!

Another way I like to make this bread is replacing Italian,
May the Lord bless and keep you in all truth and Onion, and Garlic with 1 cup carob, 1 cup raisins and 1
cup honey. It’s more like a cupcake!
righteousness. – Thomas Akens

~Christy Whitehurst
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Think on These Things
By David Sims

Refined by Fire
alachi speaks of the anti-typical Day of
Atonement – the time when the “messenger of the
covenant”1 (Christ) comes “to his temple” and refines
the sons of Levi as silver and gold.2 This corresponds
with the typical service, when the high priest entered
the temple, and first offered a sin offering for himself
and his house3 (the Levites4), signifying atonement for
the house of Christ, (“. . .whose house are we . . ." Heb
3:6).5 We are the sons of Levi, the house of Christ.
Thus, this day of atonement depicts a time of purification for all of God's people, that we might “offer unto
the Lord an offering in Righteousness.”
A friend used to say, “simplify, simplify, simplify”.
Being in the Philippines countryside is certainly teaching me the meaning of this. Many things I once
thought were necessities, I now realize are not. Many
of the people around us have one room that is totally
bare. They have nothing. The roof is rusted out tin, and
their toilet or “comfort room” (“CR”) is a hole in the
ground with some planks to cover it and a stall built
around it made of scrap wood and tin that is too short
to stand up in. They might boil some cassava root for
a meal, or a bit of rice and tiny dry fish. They eat from
the field or garden. They labor for 2 to 4 dollars a day.
Sometimes the hardships can be overwhelming. Getting sick with diarrhea, nausea, exhaustion, the difficulty of walking through the downpours in the dark,
carrying water for washing dishes, washing clothes by
hand while standing or squatting on the muddy bank,
cooking over a fire in the rain, washing dishes under
the water pouring off of the eves, chasing the chickens
or dogs out of the house 50 times a day, dealing with
cockroaches and other pests in the hut with its gaps
between the boards and open air places all over.
I have found the trials coming faster and more frequently, and becoming more difficult. At times when
I am not living close to Christ, and spending time in
prayer and in His Word, I become easily irritated, and
am quick to blame others, and begin murmuring like
the Israelites in the wilderness. It is at such times that

I am tempted to think I am becoming worse and worse,
but then I am reminded:
Christians will have new scenes and new trials to
pass through, where their past experience cannot be
a sufficient guide. We need to learn of the divine
Teacher as much now as at any period of our lives,
and even more. And the more experience we gain,
the nearer we draw toward the pure light of heaven,
the more shall we discern in ourselves that needs
reforming. We may all do a good work in blessing
others, if we will seek counsel of God, and follow
on in obedience and faith. The path of the just is a
progressive one, from strength to strength, from
grace to grace, and from glory to glory. The divine
illumination will increase more and more, corresponding with our onward movements, qualifying
us to meet the responsibilities and emergencies
before us. (R & H, June 22, 1886 par. 13).
Let us be thankful that God does not shield us from the
trials which reveal the evil in our characters, and grants
us the opportunity to recognize our defects, and seek
the Lord more earnestly and consistently for a new
heart and a new spirit.
1“Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the
way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly
come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant,
whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the LORD
of hosts.” (Mal 3:1)
2 “And he shall sit [as] a refiner and purifier of silver: and he
shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and
silver, that they may offer unto the LORD an offering in
righteousness.” (Mal 3:3)
3 “And Aaron shall offer his bullock of the sin offering, which
[is] for himself, and make an atonement for himself, and for
his house.” (Le 16:6)
4 “These [are] those that were numbered, which Moses and
Aaron numbered, and the princes of Israel, [being] twelve
men: each one was for the house of his fathers.” (Nu 1:44)
5 “For the time [is come] that judgment must begin at the house
of God: and if [it] first [begin] at us, what shall the end [be]
of them that obey not the gospel of God?” 1Pe 4:17
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