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War on Two Fronts
The Story of John Wesley
by David Sims
Among the foremost names of eminent reformers
stands the name of John W esley, the founder of the Methodist church. In the 1700’s, when land travel was by walking, horseback, or carriage, W esley logged more than 4,000
miles a year. During his lifetime he preached about 40,000
sermons. Because of his charitable nature he died poor, but
he left as the result of his life’s work a multitude of souls
saved, and 541 itinerant preachers under the name
“Methodist”. 1 T his marvelous work that God was able to
accomplish through Wesley was not arbitrary, but because
Wesley was a converted, persevering, devoted worker, because he consecrated himself entirely to God, and because
Wesley went about his work methodically, and in an organized fashion. He organized the groups into societies, then
classes, connections, and circuits, under the direction of a
superintendent.
At the age of five, W esley was rescued from a burning
rectory. This escape made a deep impression on his mind,
and he regarded himself as providentially set apart, as a
“brand plucked from the burning,” quoting Zechariah
3:2. 2 Describing a later experience of W esley, Ellen White
calls him the “servant of Christ”, 3 and says describing one
experience of his, “As W esley listened, faith w as kindled in
his soul. ‘I felt my heart strangely warmed,’ he says. ‘I felt I
did trust in Christ, Christ alone, for salvation: and an assurance was given me, that He had taken aw ay my sins,
even mine, and saved me from the law of sin and death.’
...” 4
John W esley was passionate about his devotion to
God. It is seen even in his marital relation. He would not
allow even his marriage to affect the claims God had upon
him. He stated ‘I cannot understand how a M ethodist
preacher can answer it to God to preach one sermon or
travel one day less, in a married than in a single state.’
But a terrible shadow lay over this man’s life. He
made a terrible mistake in choosing a life companion. After
John and Molly were married, at first Molly traveled with

him, but his schedule was a very busy one, and Molly complained much. W esley, commenting on her complaints said
her complaints w ere “like tearing the flesh off my bones.”
She soon stopped traveling with him, and took up duties at
home among which were opening the mail that came for
her husband. This included letters from women seeking
guidance and counsel. Molly soon became jealous. She
seemed unable to grasp her husbands upright intentions,
and instead of seeking to encourage him, and brace him
against temptations by surrounding him with her love, she
began to feel overlooked and unloved. She wrote disgruntled, critical, letters to him, followed him secretly to spy on
his movements, opened his private papers, and at times she
even took letters out of his desk, changed the wording and
sent them directly to his enemies to publish in newspapers,
that they might have ammunition to slander him. Eventually she publicly and repeatedly accused him of adultery
over a period of twenty years. 5 She even traveled 100 miles
in a jealous rage once to see who was traveling with him. 6
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“Every wise w oman buildeth her house: but the
foolish plucketh it down w ith her hands.” (Proverbs
14:1)
One of W esley’s preachers, John Hampson, said, after
observing one of her tantrums, “More than once she laid
violent hands upon him, and tore those venerable locks...” 7
At one point, after a fierce exchange of letters, he replied, ‘Know me and know yourself. Suspect me no more,
asperse [slander] me no more, provoke me no more: do not
any longer contend for mastery . . . be content to be a private insignificant person, known and loved by God and
me.’ Robert Southey, who quotes this letter, gives more of
its contents, ‘He reminded her that she had laid to his
charge things that he knew not, robbed him, betrayed his
confidence, revealed his secrets, given him a thousand
treacherous wounds, and made it her business so to do,
under the pretense of vindicating her own character;
‘whereas’, said he, ‘of what importance is your character to
mankind? If you w ere buried just now, or if you had never
lived, what loss would it be to the cause of G od?’ 8
Molly left home several times, and only returned
when he begged her repeatedly. He continued to seek reconciliation even after having been angry with her. However, W esley reported in his journal, after she left once, ‘I did
not forsake her, I did not dismiss her, I will not recall her.’
His home life was not enviable at all. John Hampson entered a room once, and found Molly dragging her husband
across the floor by his hair.’ 9 Finally, she left for good. The
best construction that could possibly be made of M olly’s
behavior would be that she was mentally unbalanced.
Wesley did not let this great shadow, though it caused
much pain and sorrow, make him hard and cold. Far from
being stoical, he had a great and tender heart. One incident
that gives us a glimpse is mentioned by Robert Southey,
one of W esley’s biographers, who says, “I was in a house in
Bristol w here W esley w as. W hen a mere child, on running
dow nstairs before him with a beautiful little sister of my
own, w hose ringlets were floating over her shoulders, he
overtook us on the landing and took my sister in his arms
and kissed her. Placing her on her feet again, he then put
his hand upon my head and blessed me, and I feel as
though I had the blessing of that good man upon me at the
present moment.” 10
“One of Charles Wesley’s biographers, Jackson, states
that W esley’s letters to his wife show ‘the utmost tenderness of affection, such as few female hearts could have
withstood; and justify the opinion that, had it been his
happiness to be married to a person who was worthy of
him, he could have been one of the most affectionate husbands that ever lived. T hose who think that he was consti-

tutionally cold and repulsive utterly mistake his
character.’” 11
Dear reader, you may have great trials in your life.
You may be beaten down with discouraging circumstances,
but Christ can make you an overcomer, and use you to accomplish great things, if you w ill allow him to raise you
above the trials, and not let anyone or anything deter you
from doing God’s w ill.
“For the Lord GOD w ill help me; therefore shall
I not be confounded: therefore have I set my face
like a flint, and I know that I shall not be ashamed.”
(Isaiah 50:7)
“At the close of his long life of more than fourscore
years – above half a century spent in itinerant ministry –
his avowed adherents numbered more than half a million
souls. But the multitude that through his labors had been
lifted from the ruin and degradation of sin to a higher and
a purer life, and the number who by his teaching had attained to a deeper and richer experience, will never be
known till the whole family of the redeemed shall be gathered into the kingdom of God. His life presents a lesson of
priceless w orth to every Christian. W ould that the faith
and humility, the untiring zeal, self-sacrifice, and devotion
of this servant of Christ might be reflected in the churches
of today!” – The Great Controversy, p. 264, para. 2
1. http://www.cavandoragh.org/f/docs/ChurchMediaFiles/document5.d oc
2. Wallace, Charles Jr (1997) Susanna Wesley : the complete writings,
New York : Oxford University Press, p. 67, ISBN 0-19-507437-8
3. GC 258.1
4. GC 255.3
5. John Wesley and his Wi fe (part 2) by Lex Loizides
http://lexloiz.wordpress.com/2010/03/19/john-wesley-and -his-wife-part2/
6. Alexander knox of john wesley http://www.ccel.org/ccel/wesley/
journal.v.html
7. ibid
8. John Wesley and his Wi fe (part 2) by Lex Loizides
http://lexloiz.wordpress.com/2010/03/19/john-wesley-and -his-wife-part2/
9. John Pollock, Wesley, Hodder, p.238
10. Alexander knox of john wesley http://www.ccel. org/ccel/wesley/
journal.v.html
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Campmeeting in Okanagan
Falls BC Canada
By Mike Brown
The second annual PVF Canada Camp Meeting, was
a blessing in more ways than one. It all began with the ride
northw ard through beautiful Oregon and Washington.
Our first night we spent out of doors, and enjoyed the
crisp, cool late summer air, as we camped beneath the
starry sky.
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After a long trip we each enjoyed a pleasant treat in a
brief show er before w e joined our brethren at the opening
meeting on Friday evening. W e were greeted by the
friendly faces of our Canadian brethren, and enjoyed a message by
brother Rocky IsBell on
the “Steps to Salvation”,
a fitting appetizer, w hich
set the tone for the talks
which follow ed on Sabbath and Sunday. The
theme for this year’s
camp w as “ What must I do to be saved?” a serious question
indeed, as we approach the end of time. There was a wonderful spirit amongst the brethren, as w e set aside our daily
routine to study, pray, and encourage one another in God.
Between the meetings we were able to take short w alks
which gave us time to visit and discuss spiritual topics.
Our other speakers were: brother Morgan Polsky,
Polsky
who spoke on “Heart Work”; elder Fred Skucy,
Skucy presented
talks on “Repentance & Confession”, “Faith & acceptance”,
and “Practical Missionary Work”; pastor David Sims shared
an insightful message on “The Sinner’s Need of Christ”,
drawing beautiful lessons from the sanctuary service;
brother Thomas Akens gave two talks, the first on
“Consecration, and the second on “What to do with Doubt”.
Elder Fred Skucy was scheduled to return home to
Korea two days after the end of the camp, but we each felt
his presence was needed a little longer, and so w e gathered
together for a special season of prayer Sabbath night to ask
God if he could arrange it so that w e could extend his return ticket unto the end of the month (we had previously
called to see about this, but were told that it would entail a
sizable fee to do so). After our season of prayer, elder Fred
called the airlines just one more time to see if perhaps the
price would be within our price-range. To the surprise and
delight of us
all, the price
was reduced
and money
was actually
refunded!
Great is our
God, and
greatly to be
praised!
On our homeward journey we spent a couple of extra
days as w e stopped to visit a few of the brethren on the way
southward, and enjoyed another night out under the starry
heavens.

Youth and Family Camp
Hosted by Smyrna Gospel Ministries and Pacific
Virtual Fellowship
By Thomas Akens
Nestled amid the beautiful peaks of Lassen Volcanic
National Park were enjoyed the memorable scenes of the
2012 California Camp. The grandest structures of man’s
devising fall into insignificance w hen one stands beneath
the stately elegance of the massive Ponderosa pine trees
which reared their lofty forms in our midst, and stretched
forth their branches ever upward, as if in supplication to
the great Creator of heaven and earth. Certainly a more
splendid and rich tapestry could no man have woven, than
was made for us by our God in the lush green of the trees
woven as into one with the overarching vault of heaven
which spread its beautiful blue canopy above us as “a molten looking glass”.
The theme of the camp meeting was “The Calling of
God”, not just directed to the young
men and women
present, but to all
ages. The messages
given were heaven
sent, and full of
blessings and instruction to the
ready hearts of the
listeners. Our speakers included pastor Allen Stump and
Onycha Holt of Smyrna Gospel M inistries, elder Fred
Skucy from Korea, and brother Thomas Akens from Pacific Virtual Church. Early each morning wholesome spiritual food was provided from above to nourish the soul
through the devotionals given by Rocky Isbel,
Isbel Michael
Woodward,
Woodward Elyssa Sims,
Sims and Raquel Akens.
Akens (For those
interested to get a taste of some of these pow erful messages,
Smyrna has printed Pastor Allen’s studies on the theme of
the camp in their September Issue of Old Paths (see
www.smyrna.org). If you have not read these already, we
would encourage you to do so. W e believe you will receive
a tremendous blessing!)
In the midst of our hikes through the pristine terrain
of Lassen we also were blessed with short devotionals
shared by Ashley Holt of
Smyrna, and Mike
Brown of Pacific Virtual
Fellowship, to turn our
minds to the Creator,
while the sights and
scenes surrounding us
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spoke to us of the intelligence and love of their merciful
Maker.
One hike
that I’m sure
will not be
easily dimmed
in the memories of many is
that of our
climb up Cinder Cone. It
was a lesson for many of perseverance and endurance. Onward and upward we moved w ith steady determination, as
each step brought us one step closer to our expected end.
Its sandy steepness only served to accentuate the joy of surmounting its barren peak. It is not everyday that one beholds sights so fair and breath-taking! The peak overlooked
many miles of the rugged peaks of Lassen, w hich gave to
the onlooker a sense of his littleness among God’s creation.
“What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son
of man, that thou visitest him?” (Psalms 8:4).
Sabbath w as special above all the rest, not only in that
we received the promised blessings of the
day of rest, but its sacred hours recorded
the commitment of a soul to God.
Brother James W atkins was baptized by
Pastor David Sims in the clear (frigid) waters of Butte Lake, as the angel choirs of
heaven lifted their voices in praise to God
over the repentance of this precious soul.
One detail that should not be left out in this short
report is that of “the behind the scenes” w ork that went
into our delicious meals, (never would I have imagined that
meals while camping could have been so palatable and filling!) Our especial thanks go to Elyssa Sims, and Raquel
Akens for being responsible and preparing such a banquet
of gourmet campfire cuisine. It was a
joy also to see the desire in many of
the young people w ho lent their willing little hands in preparing meals,
scrubing up dirty dishes, and drying
them! All of which were a blessing
and a BIG help.
As all good things on this earth come to an end, so the
parting good-byes brought a tinge of sadness to our happy
little bunch. Many of us that attended the camp meeting
also explored some of the lava tubes just outside of L assen
Volcanic Park, a short yet enjoyable end to a rich spiritual
experience.
I know that all who came and heard God’s w ord received a blessing.

Waldensian Center Report
Summer – Fall 2012
The one year term for our 2012-13 school session began on the 4th of July. Brother James Watkins, brother
Zachary Corklin, and later on brothers Mike Brown and
Morgan Polsky joined the crew as students and participants; pastor David Sims and Thomas & Raquel Akens
made up the onsite staff, and it was
with thankfulness and appreciation
that brother Fred Skucy lent his energy and exuberance in instructing
the students in Colporteur & Evangelism work during his time w ith us;
during which the students gained a
blessing and experience in some door
to door work in some of the nearby tow ns. Everyone had
an experience to share, some books were sold, some souls
were touched by our prayers and songs, and others just simply closed their doors; but in it all we learned lessons and
gained valuable counsel and experience in the work of soulwinning.
The first two months of the school were very busy
with camp meeting preparations for the PVF & SG M
camp meeting at Lassen, and for
the meetings in Beautiful British
Columbia, Canada. In all of
these experiences, even amidst
the smallest duties were lessons
to be learned and blessings to be
gained.
Some of the book study included, Antediluvian History, Peopling of the Earth, Beginners Spanish, English
Grammar, Health Science, Environmental Factors on
Health, True Education, Inspiration, The T ruth About
God, Old Testament History, Sanctuary, Gospel Workers,
Music, and lastly but not least, Bookkeeping, taught by
brother Todd Brown via teleconferencing.
Practical education gave opportunity for the development of mind in harmony with the body as w e planted and
cared for a greenhouse, harvested potatoes, pulled w eeds,
sow ed w heat, tucked in cloves of garlic
in their beds with beans, and other fall
crops; during this time the tractor was
repaired, and lawn mower disassembled
for repair; while indoors the students
gained useful skills in diagnosing and
repairing w ashers, dryers, ranges and
other house-hold appliances.

See page 8 for more pictures...
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Structuring the Soil Part II
By Raquel Akens
In this article w e will
consider some ways to
amend and manage the
two general types of soil found in various parts of the
world: coarse-textured, sandy soils and fine-textured, clayey
soils.
Coarse-textured, sandy soils with a high organic content (at least 5% organic matter) make an ideal growing
environment for plants. T he main problem with sandy
soils is their low capacity to hold water and nutrients.
Heavy irrigation in sandy soils does not help, because the
water leeches below the root zone of the plant. Frequent
irrigation in smaller quantities is the key. The best amendment for sandy soils is routinely applying organic matter,
which holds about 10 times more water and nutrients than
sand.
Fine-textured, clayey soils are easily compacted, and
have very small pore spaces which deprive the plant’s roots
of proper amounts of oxygen and growth. T his also prevents the movement of both water and air within the soil.
To prevent compaction (a primary cause for stunted
plants), extra care should be taken to avoid traffic on moist
soils, and even the impact of sprinkler irrigation; doing so
will promote plant grow th to its full potential. The method
of mulching (with organic matter) can be used for any soil
type, and it’s especially helpful in preventing compaction
from irrigation in clayey or fine-textured soils. It’s use helps
to improve soil tilth over a period of time. As the mulch
decomposes it promotes life in the soil, and the soil organisms break it down further to make it available as nutrients
to the plant. Mulch must be added periodically. To allow
this process to occur, do not put a w eed fabric under the
mulch. Also, watering does not need to be as frequent
when mulching, because high amounts of moisture are retained. T he use of composted materials, as discussed in the
last article, will prove to be a great help as well, especially
in the promoting of soil biology. Earthworms w ill help in
the aeration and pore space of the soil. Adding sand may at
first appear to be an option to correct the small poor spaces
in clayey soils, but for this to be successful the soil requires
enough sand to reduce the percentage of clay well below
20% . This w ould be better called a soil replacement rather
than an amendment. In some situations adding sand to
clayey soils results in acquiring concrete-like soil properties.
One point to stress regarding fine-textured, clayey soils is
to avoid the cultivating of soil, except to add organic matter, or prepare a seed bed.

When making raised beds on either clayey soils or
sandy soils it is important to mix the added soil with the
soil below to avoid creating what is called a texture interface. Texture interface is defined as an “abrupt change in
actual pore space” 1. This creates a boundary line in w hich
water and air are very slow to cross, and so it affects the
movement of water, air infiltration, and root grow th. This
can happen when clayey and/or compacted soil (small pore
space) is on top of sandy soil (large pore space), water accumulates just above the change, because it is slow to leave
the small pore space of the clayey soil due to the water molecules binding to water molecules (cohesion). A similar
thing happens w hen sandy soil (large pore space) is on top
of clayey and/or compacted soil (small pore space); water
accumulates in the sandy soil just above the clayey soil, because water can only move at a slow rate into the small
pore space of the clayey soil. Here are a few more things to
avoid: W orking the soil w hen wet, as w ater lubricates soil
particles, thus making the soil easier to compact; also avoid
working soil w hen overly dry; avoid adding too much organic matter, this can lead to salt build-up (composts that
include manure or biosolids as a component have a potential for high salts), large release of nitrogen, the build-up of
excessive phosphorus, and a mineral imbalance in potassium, calcium, magnesium, and iron.
Aside from these two general types of soil, there are
also gravelly and decomposed granite soils which, for the
benefit of those who live in rugged mountainous areas, like
the foothills of Colorado, we w ill discuss. Gardening in
these type of areas may be extremely challenging. Large
rocks, very little organic matter, pockets of clayey soil and
rapid drainage with poor w ater holding capacity characterize these coarse textured soils. T hese will greatly benefit
from organic matter. One can add up to 25% by volume,
an example would be: if tilling to a depth of eight inches,
add tw o inches of compost or other organic material. If soil
is only tillable to a depth of four inches, add one inch of
compost. In situations where mixing in the organic matter
is difficult (nigh impossible) and very labor intensive, and
or soil is very poor, raised beds or container gardening may
be a viable option. Also, focus on plants tolerant to the soil
conditions, which include low soil oxygen and reduced
root spread, poor drainage (tolerance to wet soils), drought
(tolerance to dry soils), and low fertilizer need; and space
plants further apart to reduce competition for limited soil
resources.
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By Elyssa Sims
Stones hurled from an angry mob landed in heaps
round about him, while machetes and other weapons fell
harmlessly against his apparently unprotected form; something seemed to stop them short – an invisible wall that
could not be penetrated by sword or stone surrounded Pastor Zachariah as he prayed, and claimed the promise of
Isaiah 54:17, “No weapon that is formed against thee shall
prosper”. Pastor Zachariah w as doing some street evangelism in one of the South Pacific Islands, when this mob
attacked him. A friend seeing only the mob, thought he
surely must be dead. Driving up quickly, the mob parted
for the car, and seeing him still alive, he told him “get in!”
As Pastor Zachariah stepped into the vehicle, he raised his
hand to silence the crow d, and said: “I am here because I
love you, and I will be back tomorrow because I love you!”
“If you come back, we’ll kill you!” shouted the crowd,
brandishing their machetes and other w eapons menacingly.
But true to his word, Pastor Zachariah fixed the broken generator, mangled speakers, wires, PA system, and
pictures etc., and returned the next day, and began to
preach. T his time the whole region, having heard the
events of the previous day, turned out in great numbers,
over a thousand people. Many of them still brandished
their machetes, steel pipes, and stones; but slowly the people began to drop their rocks, machetes, and steel pipes,
and come to the front to sit down and listen. It w asn’t long
before the Catholic priest and the tow n administrator appeared on the scene, and, w ith a loud speaker in hand began to tell the crow d how that the Bible speaks of a false
prophet, and “this man is he”, they said, “kill him!” they
cried. The people, upon hearing this, rose up, and w ent to
retrieve their weapons. At this Pastor Zachariah began to
think to himself, “What promise should I claim this time;
for this will surely be much worse than yesterday”. When
the people had picked up their weapons, instead of coming
for Pastor Zachariah, the crowd turned upon the priest and
town administrator, and rushed upon them. Seeing the
people coming upon them with weapons, they turned tail,
and fled. T he people, having chased off the troublers, returned to listen to the messages of God through his servant. Many were converted that day, and a church w as
soon raised up.
On one other occasion, when all the food w as gone in
his home, and there w as no money left to feed his family,
and the fuel gauge registered empty, he felt impressed to
take a little drive of faith together with another brother,
not know ing where to go or w hy they w ere even going,

save that God had impressed them to go. Not long in their
little journey, Pastor Zachariah felt impressed to stop next
to a field. He told his brother to wait in the car, while he
went out into the field to pray. The brother watched as
Pastor Zachariah walked out into the middle of the field,
and stood there for about five minutes; then he turned
back, and walked to the car. W hen he reached the car he
showed the brother $500 in cash, and said, “A man walked
up to me, and gave it to me”. The brother, who was in the
car watching and waiting the whole time, had seen no one.
Surely, this must have been an angel from God, they reasoned. Truly the Lord does provide for His children!
Brothers and sisters, G od is no respecter of persons.
What he does for one, he w ill do for you. He is interested
in you. He cares for you, and He will provide for all your
needs. “Behold, he that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber
nor sleep” (Psalm 121:4).
Jesus once asked a question which he intends each one
of us to answer in the affirmative. He said: “. . . w hen the
Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?” Luke
18:8.
(Pastor Zachariah and his brethren have raised up scores
of churches with several thousand believers who have accepted
the three angel's messages including the knowledge of who we
are commanded to worship in the first angel's message.)
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Pictorial Peru Report

Preaching to some brethren in the Andes Mts.

Ministering to Family

Native of Lamas

Raquel Akens with her
father Fernando Arevalo

The Missionary Team

Loading up for our trip into the Andes Mts.

Natives of the Andes Mts. with their produce
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Think on These
The Star Witness
By David Sims
Prophecy foretells a time when the image of God will
be fully restored in man. “But in the days of the voice of
the seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, the mystery of God (“. . . which is Christ in you the hope of glory”
Colossians 1:27) should be finished, as he hath declared to
his servants the prophets” (Revelation 10:7). W e are living
in the days of the seventh trumpet, w hen the temple in
heaven is open (Revelation 11:19). We are living in the
time when G od has promised he w ill finish the work of
restoring in man the image of his creator.
Christ, as our substitute and high priest, has been
bearing our sins, thus taking responsibility for saving those
sinners who have confessed and forsaken their sins. As by
the perfect and spotless life of the Son of G od the justice
and character of G od w ere vindicated, so also is Christ’s
justice and character to be vindicated by the perfect and
spotless life of his follow ers. T he onlooking universe is
waiting for the star w itnesses to take the stand. “W hen the

fruit is brought forth, immediately he putteth in the sickle,
because the harvest is come.” “Christ is waiting with longing desire for the manifestation of Himself in His church.
When the character of Christ shall be perfectly reproduced
in His people, then He will come to claim them as His
own” (Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 69). W on’t you dear
reader choose to be one of those star witnesses, and take
your stand on the witness chair? He promises, “W hosoever
therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess
also before my Father which is in heaven” (Matthew
10:32).
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