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Understanding Prophecy Part III Its Language
by Thomas Akens
Understanding language – In this, our third part to
this series, we will be considering that part of prophecy
which has by far caused the vast majority of Bible students
the greatest difficulty: namely, its language.
What is prophecy? Properly speaking, prophecy is
God’s foretelling of things to come. This work of prophesying is committed by God to prophets, who speak for God
to us men. In fact the word prophet in the original Hebrew
(nabiy’) signified a spokesman, i.e., one who speaks for another. Thus, in its simplest sense, prophecy is God’s means
of communication to man by man: as it is written, “I will
raise them up a Prophet from among their brethren, like
unto thee, and will put my words in his mouth; and he
shall speak unto them all that I shall command him”
(Deuteronomy 18:18). And again, “Then the LORD put
forth his hand, and touched my mouth. And the LORD
said unto me, Behold, I have put my words in thy mouth”
(Jeremiah 1:9). Thus, the prophet is God’s appointed
mouthpiece, through whom he communicates divine truth
to men.
As we might well expect (seeing the vehicle of prophecy is human language), this communication comes to us
in the varied forms or styles of human speech: poetry
(verse), discourse (dialogue), parables (allegories), informative lectures, etc., as well as their counterpart forms of written speech. Though in theory all the various rules of
interpretation (called hermeneutics) ought to apply equally
to all that is spoken or written, yet we understand that each
of these rules must necessarily vary, depending upon which
style is employed. For example, the strict and often lifeless
rules governing the interpretation of a medical or scientific
discourse cannot be forced arbitrarily upon poetry without
stifling its native freedom of expression; neither can the
interpretive rules of verse (poetry) be applied equally to a
theological or medical discourse without spiritualizing
away its concise and informative nature, thus making utter
nonsense of it.

In seeking to understand Scripture language by well
established rules, we must exercise caution that in the process we don’t violate the unspoken rules of language.
Herein many (including myself) have erred, whether to one
extreme or the other. Thus there are two schools or “sides”
of interpretation in the world (though, in reality there are
three): (1) the school of literal interpretation, and (2) the
school of spiritual interpretation. These two schools of interpretation have exerted a powerful, molding influence
upon the minds of the vast majority of Bible scholars in
history, and not only upon the minds of scholars, but
everyone’s mind has been molded to greater or lesser degree
by one of these schools of interpretation.
The School of Literal Interpretation – Uriah Smith,
the author of perhaps the most widely read commentary on
the books of Daniel and the Revelation, wrote concerning
the first school, saying that it was “used by such men as
Tyndale, Luther, and all the Reformers,” and that it furnishes “the basis for every advance step which has thus far
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been made in the reformation from error to truth as taught
in the Scriptures” (Author’s Preface, p. 4, para. 6). Of its
rules of interpretation, he says, “every declaration is to be
taken in its most obvious and literal sense, except where the
context and the well-known laws of language show that the
terms are figurative, and not literal; and whatever is figurative must be explained by other portions of the Bible which
are literal” (Ibid). And speaking of the logical results of this
school interpretation, he tells us that, “by the literal method, everything is subject to well-established and clearly-defined law; and, viewed from this standpoint, the reader will
be surprised to see how simple, easy, and clear many portions of the Scriptures at once become, which, according to
any other system, are dark and unsolvable” (Ibid, para. 7).
The School of Spiritual Interpretation – Speaking
of the second school of interpretation, the above author
remarks, saying that it “is the mystical or spiritualizing system invented by Origen [ca. 185-254 A.D.], to the shame
of sound criticism and the curse of Christendom” (Ibid,
brackets are mine). And concerning the rules which govern
its interpretation, he tells us that, “every declaration is supposed to have a mystical or hidden sense, which it is the
province of the interpreter to bring forth” (Ibid). And of
the results of following this school, he aptly remarks that,
“By the mystical method of Origen, it is vain to hope for
any uniform understanding of either Daniel or the Revelation, or of any other book of the Bible; for that system (if it
can be called a system) knows no law but the uncurbed
imagination of its adherents; hence there are on its side as
many different interpretations of Scripture as there are different fancies of different writers” (Ibid, para. 7). It was my
unhappy lot (as a young inexperienced student of prophecy) to have come under the influence of this school of interpretation early on in my Christian experience; and I am
thankful to this day that the Lord did not leave me to my
wild imaginings, but he rebuked me in this course, and
opened my eyes to see the place it leads its devotees: “There
is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof
are the ways of death” (Proverbs 16:25).
As the reader can see, these two schools stand diametrically opposed to each other by their very nature. The one
takes the Bible as it reads, and seeks to understand its symbols according to the context: line upon line and precept
upon precept, and by applying the rules of interpretation
according to the writer’s style; the other makes men’s imaginations the only guide to a right interpretation of Scripture; and as you may have guessed by now, it inevitably
leads to countless “private” interpretations of the word of
God.
Inherent Dangers – While the dangers of the school
of spiritual interpretation may be obvious to the reader, yet

it is not alone in presenting dangers to its adherents. The
school of literal interpretation poses a danger equally deceptive, if one is not prayerful and careful. There is nothing
inherently wrong with a sound literal understanding; however, when such a view leads one to ignore the unspoken
rules of language, it then becomes unsound, and there is
danger. Herein the literal becomes literalism, a course confined to the “letter” (litera in the Latin) of the law, and all
its other influencing factors are ignored. Such a course is
just as pernicious as that of the spiritualist (though in the
opposite extreme); for it will lead him to ignore all that
may influence the meaning of that word, such as, context
and style.
You may be familiar with at least some of the “literal”
translations of the Bible that exist among today’s plethora
of “versions”. Some of these translators (perhaps most) in
seeking to adhere to the literal school of interpretation,
have nevertheless erred in the above extreme by seeking
rigid conformity to forms without the substance; the end
result of which has created lifeless skeletons of meaningless
words. In this way many (both of spiritualists and literalists) have unconsciously made “the word of God of none
effect” through their “tradition” (Mark 7:13).
The God fearing Christian will not let himself be led
out into either of the above extremes of spiritualism or
literalism. Harmony will be his guide, and he will pursue
its coveted fruit with firm unwavering zeal. Where do you
stand Christian? Are you seeking to harmonize what to you
appear to be contradictions in Scripture, or are you looking
for ammunition for your own personal views, and drawing
out contrast where there ought to be harmony? Are you
exercising your mind righteously in grappling with those
difficult passages, or are you letting your mind be a tool for
division and skepticism against the Word of God?

Health Corner
The Immune System
by Raquel Akens
When sin entered this world, disease, degeneration of
the body, and death were the result. Had God not made us
as he did, we would have had no chance at life in this world
of sin. As in the Counsel of Peace (Zec. 6:13) where God,
in His infinite mercy and wisdom and our Lord Jesus
Christ, had prepared and made provision for the possibility
of sin, that should it enter, Christ would be the Lamb slain
(1Peter 1:19-20, Rev. 13:8), even so were we created and
prepared for the possibility of sin and disease.
Page 2

God established our immune system for the same reasons that a nation builds up a military and erects borders:
to protect and keep out enemies, and to destroy them if
necessary. The immune (lymphatic) organs with their functions are: (1) The bone marrow, (though technically not an
organ), it is often listed as a primary lymphatic organ, since
it not only produces the cells which become red blood
cells, but all the cells which mature into various kinds of
immune cells; (2) The thymus, which is responsible for the
maturation of certain lymphocytes (immune cells); (3) The
spleen, which filters blood by destroying worn out red
blood cells and bacteria, serves as a blood reservoir, and
stores special immune cells which create antibodies to foreign substances which it finds circulating through the
spleen; (4) The tonsils, which protect us from bacteria; (5)
the lymph nodes, which filter the lymph, store lymphocytes,
and provide a site for the lymphocytes to interact with antigens (substances which evoke the production of antibodies).
This is a very basic description of a very complex and
well designed Immune system. Says Scripture: “O LORD
my God, many are thy wonderful works which thou hast
done, and thy thoughts which are to us-ward: they cannot
be reckoned up in order unto thee: if I would declare and
speak of them, they are more than can be numbered.”
(Psalms 40:5)
Our lifestyle: the food we eat, the personal care products we use, the odors we breathe, the radiation we are exposed to, and countless other things in our environment
can have either a beneficial effect, or a harmful effect on
our immune system.
Healing meth“There are many ways
ods also fall into one
of practicing the healing
of two categories: (1)
art, but there is only one
Those which support
the bodies defense
way that Heaven approves.
system which God
God's remedies are the
gave us, and (2)
simple agencies of nature
Those which work
independently of this
that will not tax or debiliimmune system, and
tate the system through
to one degree or antheir powerful properties.”
other harm it. Some
Testimonies Vol. 5, p. 443
methods may be a
combination of the
two. God’s method of healing, of course, utilizes the body
system which He has created for the purpose of healing.
He will not by-pass this, and work contrary to it, nor harm
it in the process. When we pray for healing, and yet follow
prescriptions that bring harm to the immune system, we
are asking God to destroy what He has created.

A Solid Rock in the
Tempest
by Dylann Gabrielle Haptonstahl
I used to be a slave to circumstance. I was happy with
my walk with God, but I bowed to the devil’s lies when he
tempted me, telling me, “What if this or that were to happen?” or “What will you do in the very last days?” These
questions scared me. “You will be too weak to remain
faithful to God,” he said. I preferred to avoid thoughts of
future temptations, because I feared my own weakness, not
trusting in God’s strength.
But as God has deepened my experience, I am realizing that there is no need for such fears in my heart. I only
need to build my character on a foundation – on a Rock.
Jesus says, “Whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and
doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built
his house upon a rock: and the rain descended, and the
floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that
house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock”
(Matthew 7:24-25).
As I read these words, I finally understood how I was
to stand in future trials: Jesus said, “Whosoever heareth
these sayings of mine, and doeth them . . .” He is only asking us to be obedient to Him now; and we can be assured
that no storm will be able to cause us to fall. All Jesus
wants is for us to give Him today. Our consecration to
Him needs to be a daily matter. When we choose to live
for Him today, and choose Him again tomorrow: daily
consecrating ourselves to Him in the morning, and living
for Him all day long, then we can grow closer to Him, and
stronger in Him daily.
He is smoothing away the roughness from our characters through our daily experiences. He is strengthening our
weak points by allowing trials and temptations to come
our way that test and exercise those areas of weakness. But
we are promised that “God is faithful, who will not suffer
you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the
temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able
to bear it” (1 Corinthians 10:13).
Jesus said, “I am the vine, ye are the branches: he that
abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much
fruit: for without me ye can do nothing” (John 15:5). We
are totally dependant upon our Saviour for any good works
or obedience to God. And we are assured that, if we abide
in Christ, we will bear much fruit – the fruit of the spirit.
“The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
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gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance: against
such there is no law” (Galatians 5:22-23). Whatever fruit of
the Spirit we may need, we will bear, so long as we abide in
Christ. It is that abiding presence that we all really need. In
fact, it is what we all long for deep down in our hearts. We
need the presence of the holy “God of peace” in our weak
hearts, that we may be made strong.
“Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you”
(James 4:8). It is by drawing nigh to God that we abide in
Him. As our relationships with God are strengthened, our
characters are strengthened; and we are better able to meet
severe tests and trials. “Submit yourselves therefore to God.
Resist the devil, and he will flee from you” (verse 7). When
we submit to God, He enables us
to resist the devil; and as we continue to do so, the devil will continue to flee from us – even if it
seems like he is coming at us with
stronger temptations and trials.
One reason I was afraid of
the prophesied crisis of the last
days was this: I knew the truth; I
knew what would happen; I knew
what I would need to do; but I
was not doing those things then. I
realized that, if I were not close
enough to God then, I would obviously be too weak when difficulties and hardships took an extreme form. So, as we can see
from my own experience, theological knowledge can neither help us in the end, nor now – what we need is to abide
in Christ the Vine; to stand upon Christ the Rock, against
Whom the gates of hell cannot prevail.
So how do we abide in Christ the vine? John 15:10
says, “If ye keep My commandments, ye shall abide in my
love; even as I have kept my Father’s commandments, and
abide in his love.” O dear friend, if you can relate to this
article, John 15 is a chapter for you to read and really ponder! I cannot explain to you how to abide in Christ, because it is something that individuals must find for
themselves through the abundant wisdom and love of God;
but what better way to learn than through God Himself, as
He speaks to you through His holy word, the Bible! Take
time for Jesus every day, learning what His voice sounds
like in His word; and throughout the day listen for and
obey His voice in the slightest conviction, as He speaks to
you personally through your conscience. Talk to Him as
friend to friend any time throughout the day, knowing that
He is always there. This is a mutual relationship with mutual communication. This is your start for the abiding experience.

Jesus says in Matthew 21:44, “Whosoever shall fall on
this stone shall be broken: but on whomsoever it shall fall,
it will grind him to powder.” So we must fall on Christ and
be broken. What does that mean? I often think of a horse
when I read that. To break a horse means to train herr. If a
horse is truly, fully broken, she will trust her master, and
obey his every command. If something spooks her, she will
not buck and run and throw off her master. She will trust
him when he commands her to be calm. Do you see the
comparison? When we fall on Christ, and are broken, it
means that we have learned to trust and obey Him completely. When life gets scary, we don’t “throw off” our
Master, if you know what I mean. And when we truly trust
and obey our Master, we
will not end up getting lost,
and feeling very far away
from the One we had left
in a moment of trial. Jesus
is ever ready to seek us out,
and draw us closer to Him,
if we will only ask Him to.
And He is never far away
(Acts 17:27).
You see, we need to be
abiding in Christ; we need
to be standing on a solid
Rock, that when tempests
of trial and temptation
come our way, when that great storm, relentless in its fury,
hits the waters all around us, we will be safe on the Rock of
our salvation. Though the waves rush over us, though we
become cold, wet, and uncomfortable, we will not be swept
away into the angry waters. He will keep us in perfect peace
when we focus on Him. And the stronger the storm becomes, the more firmly we will hold on to our Rock. He
promises, “I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee,” so we
may boldly say, “The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear
what man shall do unto me” (Hebrews 13:5, 6).
So meet me on the Rock –
That’s where I’ll be;
I’ll be there for eternity;
Infinite strength to meet each test;
A Solid Rock in the tempest.
If this article contains principles that you think you
need to learn more about, here are some things for you to
read: John 15; Isaiah 2:10-22; Deuteronomy 31:6; Proverbs 3:25, 26; Proverbs 1:27-30, 33; Daniel 2:34; Isaiah
32:17-19; Isaiah 28:16; Isaiah 43:1, 2.
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The Life in the Soil
By Raquel Akens
term biology includes all the different organisms living
within the soil, big or microscopic. organism in the soil is
responsible for producing specific changes within the soil.
The benefit of soil organisms – These organisms
break downcomplex organic material (any substance that
has come from a living or once-living organism) into inorganic forms, which are then readily absorbed by plants.
This is one of the major reasons why soil biology is so important to the development of plants, and therefore to us.
Whenever a living organism (like a weed or an animal) dies
on the earth, the cleanup crew (i.e., various scavenger animals) begin the cleanup process. What they leave behind is
then further broken down by the small insects; and lastly
the microorganisms (like bacteria and fungi) finish the job
on such a minute scale that the particles of the once-living
matter are returned to their simplest form (minerals). This
process is referred to in science as mineralization.It is in this
mineral form that plants more readily absorb their food.
Rain, wind, and the heat from the sun also contribute to
mineralization.
Beneficial bacteria & fungi – Somebacteria are
known for their ability to enhance plant growth. These are
known as “growth-promoting rhizobacteria [root bacteria]”
(PGPR).Many of these bacteria also protect plants from
soil-borne fungal pathogens (disease-causing agents). It has
been found that healthier soils have more of this type of
bacteria present than do poorer soils. There are nitrogenfixing bacteria, which are to collect (fix) nitrogen (N 2)

Sickly, bug-infested
plants with small, blandtasting fruit is always a discouraging sign in our gardening experience. In these situations the inevitable questions arise: “What am I doing
wrong?” and, “What can I do to fix it?” In most cases, the
immediate reaction is to supply the plants with chemical
fertilizers, which are quickly absorbed by the plant, and
often show quick results. If pests are present as well, then
pesticides are also applied to the plant. The results of such
practices may be seen in the present state of our agriculture: the farmer becomes dependent upon the use of these
toxic chemicals to have a good crop, as well as many other
evils. If this method of agriculture actually addressed the
cause of the problem, then there would eventually be no
more need for chemical fertilizers; but instead we see the
opposite is true. I recently read a good example of this in
an article which expressed the need for China to cut down
its use of fertilizers, because of the tremendous pollution
and health hazards it has created. Though grain production
in China has increased 8 times in amount since the ‘60s,
yet its use of nitrogen fertilizers has increased approximately 55 times in volume during those years, nearly seven
times the increase of crop production! 1 How then are we to
address this problem? I’d like to share with you my findings, as I myself study the matter, and mature in the art of
growing healthful food.
In seeking to understand the reasons why plants become diseased and malnourished, we must first consider
the condition of the soil; for this is where plants receive
their nourishment and life support. There are three major
components which must be considered when determining
the quality of the soil: (1) the soil structure, (2) the soil
chemistry, and (3) the soil biology. The proper balance of
these components in the soil plays a big role in plant
health, growth, and development. We will begin by looking at the third component:
Soil biology (the living organisms in the soil) –
While digging in the garden, we are at times startled to
find some wiggly earthworm or some other visible little
buggies; yet life in the soil is much more abundant than
what our eyes can see unaided. Microorganisms (small organisms) present in soil play a very important role in soil
management and plant development; in fact the symbiotic
relationship of every living thing on earth is diversely affected by either the presence or absence of these microscopic organisms of God’s creation. In reference to soil the

from the air which is in soil, making it available for leguminous plants (peas & beans, etc.). Rhizobium, one of the
most common nitrogen-fixing bacteria, lives in small nodules which the legume grows in its roots, and is able to supply the plant host with nitrogen.
Mycorrhizal fungi (root fungi) appear to be very helpful in making plants tolerate diseases better than those
without this type of fungus. It has also been noted that antagonist microbes (bacteria which attack pathogens) are
more abundant when this fungus is present in the soil.
There are literally hundreds of pages dedicated to explaining how soil biology is interlinked with the cycle of
life by its making nutrients available to plants. I marvel to
see the wisdom of God working in his creation. He was
thoughtful in all that he made, and he is no less thoughtful
of these things today.
Diseases can often be traced to poor quality in one or
more of the three soil components mentioned above. The
continued on page 8
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By Elyssa Sims
Ring. . . Ring. . . Ring. . . “I wanted to let you know
that ___ passed away . . .” Phone calls like these (of unexpected deaths) have, at times,
jingled our phones. Often death
happens suddenly. We never
know when someone’s life will
be snuffed out. The thought of
this leads me to ask myself how I
treat those that are dear to me.
Do I impact their lives now in a
positive way, or will I regret
what I didn’t do when they are
gone? Do I show my love for
them, do kind deeds for them,
and speak well of them now, or
will I wait until it will do no good: when, at last, they lie
cold and lifeless, beyond the reach of love?
“Even so the tongue is a little member, and boasteth
great things. Behold, how great a matter a little fire kindleth!” (James 3:5).
“Did you hear? Greg said that Michael did . . .”
Sometimes, instead of kind words, we engage in gossip. This has done so much harm. Usually gossip is blown
out of proportion, and taken out of context; but, whether
accurate or not, it can turn years and years of friendship to
ashes, tear hearts to pieces, and cause despair and so much
hurt.
Behind the exterior is a heart that has had its share of
sorrow, pain and heartache. There are trials that people go
through that none but God knows. There is pain too deep
to be expressed, and experiences too hard and too personal
to be spoken into any human ear. So often these wounds
are opened afresh, or made deeper by others’ gossip and
coldness toward the suffering one, when his healing could
have been helped by tender words of love, and the warmth
of true friendship and care.
We don’t know the physical and/or emotional trials
people go through, and we can either increase or ease their
pain by what we do and say. Do we shun them, and turn
our backs on our longtime friends, because we hear that
they have said such and such about us? Do we believe rumors about others that may or may not be true? If we have
an issue with someone, it would be so much better to simply talk to the person about it, instead of to everyone else.
O that we might regard rumors and gossip as a speck of
sand on the beach, instead of a Mt. Everest! O that we
might show love, regardless of the rumors (true or false);

regardless of what people have done to hurt us in the past;
and regardless of what we think they might do in the future.
“Death and life are in the power of the tongue . . .”
(Proverbs 18:21) And so it is.
For everyone life is too short, and too full already of
tears, trials, and suffering. Why should we add to another’s
suffering by the things we do and say? We never know
when his/her life may suddenly end. Will our memory
then haunt us with regret for our cold indifference, unkindness, or hatred toward him; or will it be sweet with the
assurance that he knew our love and care for him? Will we
let our own lives be darkened with evil ways, or will we let
them shine through a life of joy, peace, love, and Christlikeness?

Confederacies
and a “New World
Order”? Part 2
by David Sims

While the word of prophecy says that God will prohibit another one-world empire, at the same time it tells
us of a universal confederacy of evil that will exist among
the nations in the last days, culminating in the persecution of God’s people:
For they have consulted together with one consent: they are confederate against thee:” (Psa. 83:5).
These [the ten horns] shall make war with the
Lamb, . . . (Revelation 17:14).
But we have been warned that, even before the last
great universal confederacy of nations, there would be various other confederacies which would usher in a time of
trouble such as has not existed since the world began. Notice what the pen of inspiration has recorded.
Men have confederated to oppose the Lord of
hosts. These confederacies will continue until
Christ shall leave His place of intercession before
the mercy-seat, and shall put on the garments of
vengeance. Satanic agencies are in every city, busily
organizing into parties those opposed to the law of
God. Professed saints and avowed unbelievers take
their stand with these parties. This is no time for
the people of God to be weaklings. We cannot afford to be off our guard for a moment.” – Testimonies, vol. 8, p. 42. (1904)
The trades unions will be one of the agencies
that will bring upon this earth a time of trouble
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such as has not been since the world began.” – Letter 200, 1903.
The work of the people of God is to prepare for
the events of the future, which will soon come
upon them with blinding force. In the world gigantic monopolies will be formed. Men will bind
themselves together in unions that will wrap them
in the folds of the enemy. A few men will combine
to grasp all the means to be obtained in certain lines
of business. Trades unions will be formed, and
those who refuse to join these unions will be
marked men. – Letter 26, 1903.
The trades unions and
confederacies of the world are
a snare. Keep out of them, and
away from them, brethren.
Have nothing to do with
them. Because of these unions
and confederacies, it will soon
be very difficult for our institutions to carry on their work
in the cities. My warning is: Keep out of the cities.
Build no sanitariums in the cities. Educate our people to get out of the cities into the country, where
they can obtain a small piece of land, and make a
home for themselves and their children. . . .
. . . erelong there will be
such strife and confusion in
the cities, that those who
wish to leave them will not
be able. We must be preparing for these issues. This is
the light that is given me.” –
General Conference Bulletin, April 6, 1903 (Country
Living, pp. 10, 11).
. . .The principles governing the forming of these
unions seem innocent, but
men have to pledge themselves to serve the interests
of these unions, or else they may have to pay the
penalty of refusal with their lives (Vol. 4 Manuscript Releases, p. 75).
These unions are one of the signs of the last
days. Men are binding up in bundles ready to be
burned. They may be church members, but while
they belong to these unions, they cannot possibly
keep the commandments of God; for to belong to
these unions means to disregard the entire decalogue.

‘Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy
strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour
as thyself,’ (Luke 10:27). These words sum up the
whole duty of man. They mean the consecration of
the whole being, body, soul, and spirit, to God’s
service. How can men obey these words, and at the
same time pledge themselves to support that which
deprives their neighbors of freedom of action? And
how can men obey these words, and form combinations that rob the poorer classes of the advantages
which justly belong to them, preventing them from
buying or selling, except under certain conditions?
– Letter 26, 1903 (Country Living, p. 11, para.
4-5).
Brothers and sisters, the trade unions, monopolies,
and other confederacies are bringing on a time of trouble
such as has never been witnessed before. We can have
nothing to do with them; though they may appear innocent and good on the surface, their principles are opposed
to the principles of God. We are told to prepare for these
issues by getting out of the cities, and obtaining a small
piece of land; for soon we will not be able to get out!
In addition to these confederacies and the trouble
they bring, as was mentioned, prophecy tells us of a universal confederacy to be formed for the purpose of destroying God’s people:
And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the
mouth of the dragon, and out of
the mouth of the beast, and out
of the mouth of the false prophet.
For they are the spirits of devils,
working miracles, which go forth
unto the kings of the earth and of
the whole world, to gather them
to the battle of that great day of
God Almighty. (Revelation
16:13-14)
And the dragon was wroth with the woman,
and went to make war with the remnant of her
seed, which keep the commandments of God, and
have the testimony of Jesus Christ (Revelation
12:17)
Satan and his angels are portrayed here as urging on
the three divisions of false religion to form this confederacy against Christ and those who are obedient to God.
Satan has no interest in unity and peace. He delights in
war and bloodshed; hurling its unready victims, full of the
worst passions that can stir the soul, into eternity. His
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only interest in confederacies is the tyranny and oppression he brings through them, and he hopes that through
them he can rid the earth of the knowledge of God.
Dear reader, does your heart tremble when you consider the things that are coming upon the earth from Satan and his confederacies: strife in the cities, racial and
religious tension, hunger, violence, difficulty buying and
selling, wars, chemical warfare, nuclear and natural disasters, oil spills, efforts of evil men for population control,
food laden with agricultural chemicals, genetically modified food threatening to obliterate the foods God originally provided, the emerging police/surveillance state in
many countries, global terrorism perpetrated by governments, torture condoned by civilized nations, loss of parental rights in decisions regarding their children’s
health-care, education, and discipline, etc., oppressive
laws which strip us of our most basic rights, and even the
loss of religious freedom?
It is true that this world will be brought into a time
of trouble such as never was, even to the point of utter
destruction, but for us who are loyal to our creator, it is
promised that “. . . he that toucheth you toucheth the apple of his eye” (Zech 2:8). Nothing that God has not foreseen, accounted for, and allowed, can affect his elect; and
his people have given Him this authority over their lives.
They have surrendered themselves to Christ, and trust
Him implicitly to allow in their lives only what will be for
the salvation of souls, and for the cause of the Gospel that
they love. They are willing to suffer and even die for the
one who gave His life for them. If they lose their lives,
they are assured that their lives are “. . . hid with Christ in
God” (Colossians 3:3). They have the assurance that they
will rise again. Those who refuse to acknowledge their
creator, and keep His perfectly just laws, have no such
hope. It is said that their hearts will be “failing them for
fear, and for looking after those things which are coming
on the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken”
(Luke 21:26).
Furthermore, to those that live at the time of the
close of probation, when the last call of mercy will have
been given, and everyone will have made their choice, and
no one will be won to Christ, or benefited any more by a
martyr’s death, the following promise has special application (read the entire chapter):

The Life in the Soil
continued from page 5
use of chemical fertilizers and pesticides is a major contributor to the microbial imbalance in the the soil, because all
the microbes are killed, aside from those which can either
withstand or process the chemical. Such a method of farming is too costly, not only to our pocketbook, but to our
health, and the preservation of the earth which God has
given us. Such practices counteract the methods which
God has provided and set up to properly grow plants.
An important factor in having a good population of
beneficial microbes in the soil is making sure that there is
plenty of organic matter present in the soil. In the next article we will discuss how this can be done in more detail,
and we will look at the first component of good soil – its
structure.
Bibliography:
1 China needs to cut use of chemical fertilizers: research, Jan 14,
2010. http://www.reuters.com/article/2010/01/14/us-china-agriculturefertiliser-idUSTRE60D20T20100114

Announcements:
Smyrna Gospel Ministries Camp Meeting June
26 to 30, 2012
Pacific Virtual Fellowship Family Camp &
Youth Camp have been combined
July 24-29, 2012 - Lassen National Park, Ca (more
details with next issue)
Waldensian Center,
Center on-site, 1 year gospel/
medical missionary worker training program starting date - July 4, 2012
(see http://waldensiancenter.org for details)
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He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most
High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty... I will be with him in trouble... (Psalm
91).
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